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Guildhall executive chef uses
Community Garden produce
during cooking demonstration

Home  / Life & Arts

Chef Fernando Angelina prepares a beautiful heirloom tomato salad. Photos by Jill Dunbar/22nd Century Media
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Alexandra Greenwald, Freelance Reporter
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Guildhall Executive Chef Fernando Angelina’s kitchen scraps frequently make their way

to the Glencoe Community Garden in the form of compost. But on Thursday evening,
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Angelina himself came into the garden - and prepared a table-worthy tomato salad

from its produce.

Angelina is the third chef to be featured in the Garden’s Celebrated Chef series.

According to Glencoe Community Garden co-founder Nina Schroeder, the series is

meant to bring chefs from all over the North Shore to give the public a chance to

interact with local food industry professionals.

During the program, Angelina prepared the salad from heirloom tomatoes, pesto,

garlic mayonnaise, and burrata cheese while he discussed the finer points of vegetable

classification, selection and preparation with the audience and garden founders. The

tomatoes and basil for the pesto were picked from the garden earlier in the day.

“When I came this morning and saw the garden, I got really excited about it,” Angelina

told the audience.

Angelina said that he tries to cook food that is in season to take advantage of its

freshness and plans to change the menu at Guildhall accordingly. He also tries to tweak

his recipes with his customers’ dietary needs in mind - as a result, his pesto used

pumpkin seeds instead of the traditional pine nuts.

“When I work on my menu, I think about everyone,” Angelina said. “I want to have

something for everyone on my menu.”

Angelina has been working at Guildhall since the restaurant opened in March 2013,

said Guildhall manager Gerry Muldoon. Currently, the restaurant donates its kitchen

scraps to the garden.

“As many 15-gallon buckets [for compost] we leave for them, they fill up for us,”

Schroeder said.

The compost is then used in the garden. All produce from the garden is then donated

to local social service organizations. This season, the produce is trucked directly from

the garden’s harvest to Midwestern Workers’ Association, Breakthrough Missions, La

Casa Norte, and The Ark, three times a week.

Muldoon said that this kind of community engagement has always been part of

Guildhall’s vision.



“We see it as more than a restaurant,” he said.
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