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Alexandra Greenwald, Freelance Reporter

1:06 pm PDT July 20, 2016

The approval of a fee waiver for full-day kindergarten at the July 19 meeting of the Lake

Forest District 67 Board of Education was greeted with applause from teachers in

attendance. 

The waiver will cover the full-day kindergarten fees of students in half-day kindergarten

who are determined to potentially not be ready for first grade. The action was

unanimously adopted by the board and was forwarded to the district’s policy

committee for review on the recommendation of board member Jeff Folker. The

determination of at-risk students will likely begin in October.

Folker told the board that the policy committee will review district policies surrounding

all-day kindergarten and ensure that the proper protocol is in place to determine which

families are eligible for such waivers in the future. 

All-day kindergarten in Lake Forest District 67 carries a tuition fee set annually by the

board, and was $4,800 as of the 2015-16 school year. Superintendent Michael Simeck

said that because the district already has the Kreischer Fund to help financially needy
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families pay for all-day classes, these waivers are meant to support students who are

academically at-risk regardless of their families’ finances. 

“This is something that is really good for the kids,” Simeck said in response to the

teachers’ reaction to the motion. “I see nodding heads from our teachers like, yes, this

is really a big deal for some of our kids who really need the additional help. It’s nice to

hear the applause for something like that.”

Board member Suzanne Sands reminded the board that this waiver was not meant to

support families’ child care needs, but rather students’ academic needs. 

“There are times where kids need the support of full day, as opposed to it’s convenient

for their families to have them in school all day. And when kids need it, we ought to

deliver it,” she said. 

Sheridan Elementary School Reading Specialist Lisa Schmidt said that the need for full-

day kindergarten is often found in January, when students’ development is assessed in

comparison with academic standards. According to Schmidt, by January, some students

have outgrown the half-day instruction that was sufficient at the beginning of the

school year. For others, the need for extra support or gifted education intervention

becomes more apparent mid-year.

If a student needs the support of full-day instruction but cannot afford the tuition, the

case is brought before a panel to prove their need, a process that can take months.

“We had in our classroom at Sheridan two students in need for academic [support] ...

so we went through the Kreischer Fund and through the Spirit of 67, but it took a

couple months before [they were] able to start the full day,” Schmidt said. “It’s so

frustrating when it’s a little guy and we just want to give them [help] tomorrow.” 

Because all regular kindergarten lessons must be done in the morning to ensure that

all students receive the same instruction, any intervention for gifted or at-risk students

must be done in the afternoon. Schmidt said waivers and policy reviews like this one

help to make such intervention more readily available. 

“So yes, [full-day students] get 100 percent with their teacher, but now they get bonus

services in the afternoon,” Schmidt said. “Which really should not be at a cost to the

parents if there’s a need, but historically there has been.”


