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Annual Festival of Art brings
color to downtown Glencoe

Home  / Life & Arts

Artist Rezgar Mamandi, of Lombard, works on a ceramic piece.
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“The best ever,” were the words chosen by Amy Amdur to describe the 2016 Glencoe

Festival of Art, which opened downtown for the eighth year on Saturday, July 30.
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Amdur, president of the company that produces the festival, Amdur Productions, said

that approximately 130 artists were in attendance and exhibited work in a variety of

media. Visitors hailed from all over Chicagoland.

Artists submitted photos of their work and displays in November to be considered for

admission to the festival. A panel of art experts hired by Amdur Productions then

chose which of the applicants would be allowed to participate, Amdur said.

Those who made the cut were visited by 2016 Glencoe Festival of Art judge Judy

Berliner. Berliner, a 26-year resident of Glencoe, holds an art history degree and

worked as an artist representative in New York City. This is Berliner’s first year judging

the show, though she has attended all eight years.

Berliner said that she appreciates the “unique” nature of the art that is displayed in the

festival, but that her judging is not based on personal taste. Rather, she takes into

account an artist’s explanation of their work, their methods, and their interactions with

the public.

“Just by asking the artist, ‘What am I looking at?,’ you get the whole backstory, the

whole method of how they came to create it, and that’s amazing,” Berliner said. “And

then you realize that this isn’t just somebody throwing a few things together and

making arts and crafts, this is really art. I [also] watched how the artists dealt with

people asking questions, and that gave you something to think about. I could go out

and say, ‘Oh that’s beautiful,’ but that’s my opinion. But when I go out and go, ‘How’d

you do that?,’ I am really amazed by how it became what it is.”

Berliner will announce her choices for twenty awards, including Best of Show and

outstanding achievement awards in six categories, Sunday morning.

Amdur said that her company began the art festival “from scratch” out of a desire to

create a cultural event for Glencoe.

“It was to give Glencoe an event that they can own, that sometimes a small community

doesn’t have the ability to [put on],” Amdur said. “I have deep ties to Glencoe, my

father grew up here. I have a place in my heart for Glencoe and just wanted to be able

to do this.”

The layout of this year’s festival was specifically designed to provide maximum visibility



to Glencoe businesses, with artists’ booths back-to-back down the middle of the street

facing out onto storefronts. Live music was performed by Michelet, of Paris, and Cirrus

Falcon, of Chicago. Activities for children were also available.

Sher Berman, winner of one of the 2015 Outstanding Achievement awards in Jewelry

Making, has brought her bead crochet to the festival for all eight years.

“It’s a very easy, well-attended show,” Berman said. “People are very nice, it’s a very

calm area, and it’s just a beautiful relaxing show to do.”

David Gilbertsen, of Wisconsin, brought acrylic paintings featuring small stones to the

festival for the first time this year. Gilbertsen said that he had become aware of the

show through word of mouth.

“My daughter and I used to collect stones at the beach, and it was laying around my

studio and I started just playing with it on a piece,” Gilbertsen said of his work. “I feel

like stones are something we’re just connected with from tens of thousands of years

ago, and I think there’s still something deep in us that just likes stones.”

Also in attendance were artists working in metal, glass, fibers, photography, various

paint media and mixed media. Amdur said that she sees something for every taste and

price range on display.

“There’s something for everybody, all different prices,” she said. “You can find

something for under $20, you can find things for $200, and you can find things for

$2,000 and more ... This is not an experience you can get on the internet.”
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