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The public is always wel-
come at one of Downtown’s 
luxurious new condo offer-
ings, 88 Scott.

A just-unveiled suspended 
artwork flowing through the 
L-shaped atrium is intended 
to draw both residents and 
outsiders to Concert Prop-
erties’ 58-storey mixed-use 
tower at the corner of Wel-
lington and Scott streets.

Designed by renowned 
British artist, designer and 
engineer Cecil  Balmond, 
Spectrum is a 50-foot-long 
installation exploring geom-
etry, light and colour in the 
building at the edge of the 
financial district and St. Law-
rence neighbourhood. 

While the art appears free-
form, it has an inherent struc-
ture — each polycarbonate 
sheet that combines to form a 
3D artwork is based on a pen-
tagon, and precisely designed 
to fit the challenging space. As 
the viewer walks beneath it, 
they’ll see different elements 
through keyholes and shift-
ing light. 

Balmond — whose many 
works include CCTV’s grav-
ity-defying headquarters in 
Beijing, London’s Arcelor-
Mittal Orbit, and Seattle Cen-
tral Library — describes Spec-

trum as “a river of colour with 
precise geometry injected 
into it.” 

At its unveiling on Wednes-
day, Balmond told The Sun 
it’s the most precise piece of 
art he’s ever created. “Tech-
nically, this is the most diffi-
cult, because of the extent of 
the piece and all of the tight 
fitting. It is kind of a miracle to 
pull it off.”

Balmond, who won a com-
petition to design for the 

space, says the inspiration, as 
with any of his public works, 
was the “pure fun” the pub-
lic will have in trying to deci-
pher it.

As Concert puts the finish-
ing touches to the building, 
which features 523 units — a 
mix of studios to three-bed-
rooms — and five storeys of 
office space, 88 Scott’s first 
residents and commercial 
tenants have moved in. 

Remaining units will be 

ready for occupancy in mid-
2018, while four penthouses 
on its 57th and 58th levels are 
still yet to be released.

Concert ’s  also seeking 
occupants for a retail podium 
along the atrium — ideally a 
cafe, so customers can sit to 
enjoy the art.

“We want to have tenants 
that will animate that space. 
We want them to actively use 
it, we want it to feel engaging 
and vibrant,” says Concert’s 
vice president of development 
Kelly Wilson.

“With the windows, seeing 
all the pedestrian traffic, the 
car traffic, the streetcars com-
ing back, all of this is going to 
make this an incredibly inter-
esting space.”

For those who live there, 
Wi l s o n  h o p e s  Sp e c t r u m 
will add “a sense of pride of 
ownership”, while linking 
the building to nearby Ber-
czy Park, the redevelopment 
of which Concert supported 
financially. 

“I think this is another 
piece, another link within the 
community to link great art in 
great public spaces.”

Late in the building’s design 
process, Concert showed its 
community spirit by shifting 
the tower six metres south 
and terracing its upper sto-
reys to avoid casting a shadow 
on St James Cathedral’s front 
lawn to its northeast. “It was 

a tremendously challenging 
task, but we really want to be 
good community builders, 
and that’s what it’s all about,” 
Wilson says.

B a l m o n d ,  m e a n w h i l e, 
hopes the community will 

make repeat visits to experi-
ence his artwork.

“If you start seeing some 
kind of form in it, that’s great 
[but] you don’t need to under-
stand it at all, you just need to 
enjoy it.”
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For those that live at 88 Scott, it’s hoped that the Spectrum 
art will add “a sense of pride of ownership.”

Remaining units will be ready in 2018, while four penthouses 
on the 57th and 58th floors have yet to be released.

Spectrum  is a 50-foot-long installation exploring geometry, 
light and colour.

A retail podium along the atrium offers views of the art.

Concert Properties’ 58-storey mixed use tower features 523 
units and is located at the corner of Welliington and Scott.


