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W hat’s rarer than a 40,000 sq. 
m block of prime commer-
cial land being opened up 

for an innovative residential devel-
opment?

Letting neighbours say what 
should be built, before architects put 
pen to paper.

That’s exactly how Choice Proper-
ties REIT is approaching its proposed 
mega-development at 2280 Dun-
das Street, with plans for a blend of 
residential, retail, a new school and 
green spaces.

The Choice-owned site, just south 
of Bloor St. W., is currently home to 
a Loblaws and LCBO, set down the 
back of a large carpark, oddly juxta-
posed with the primarily brown and 
beige brick homes and shopfronts 
along Dundas down to Roncesvalles 
Village.

Since 2015, Choice — a Loblaw 
Companies subsidiary with a port-
folio of more than 500 properties — 
has floated loose concepts to revamp 
the site, at the apex of several neigh-
bourhoods, as residential property. 

Now, it ’s  moving ahead with 
designs to build a vibrant com-
munity that combines living with 
work, learning, dining and culture, 
and it wants to bring locals along 

with it through a multi-stage con-
sultation process, before finalizing 
its plans.

“It is really important for us to 
make this plan with the commu-
nity. Is it a little different? Yeah, but I 
think in a really good way,” Joe Svec, 
Choice’s director of mixed-use devel-
opment, told the Sun.

Choice has launched a Commu-

nity Idea Centre at the site, where 
residents can view the “very prelimi-
nary” concept images and have their 
say, before it submits a zoning appli-
cation in early 2018.

“I think everybody in the com-
munity realizes that this site is not 
living up to its potential, being 
where it is within the city’s larger 
transit network, so we’re really 

excited to work with the commu-
nity to unlock the potential of the 
site,” Svec says.

The initial designs include con-
dos, rental apartments and afforda-
ble housing rising above wide walk-
ways and patios through ground 
floor retail, restaurants, and shared 
office spaces. Neighbouring Bishop 
Marrocco/Thomas Merton Catholic 

School has also agreed to relocate to 
the site.

At its southeast end, a sloping tree-
filled park is proposed to host events 
for residents and the wider commu-
nity, from outdoor films during sum-
mer to a winter festival.

For the building elements, Svec 
says Choice is taking inspiration 
from the character of surrounding 
neighbourhoods. “There’s a lot of 
brick, a lot of heavy material, a lot of 
things that are native to this area.”

At an earlier open house event, 
locals asked for green roofs, arti-
sanal shopping, and pedestrian and 
cyclist-friendly spaces to be incorpo-
rated — and Choice has listened: it’s 
even negotiating with Metrolinx for a 
new connection to the Bloor rail sta-
tion at the site’s north end.

The City will hold its own commu-
nity workshops later this year, Coun-
cillor Gord Perks announced at the 
idea centre launch.

He praised Choice’s consultative 
approach as one he’d like to see rep-
licated on other projects.

“The worse situation is when a 
developer comes in and says ‘this is 
what I’m doing, take it or leave it’. In 
this situation, the developer’s been 
good and said ‘here’s what I’m think-
ing about, before I go further, give me 
some advice’,” Perks told the Sun.

“This is how it should be done.”

Letting residents have their say
Developer of Dundas St. W. property asks for input from neighbours before moving ahead

The GTA has experienced steady sales 
throughout the months of September 
and October, with new home sites and 

releases coming from all regions.
Townhomes and singles continue to be 

the most popular buy as interior space, 
structural integrity and design prove to be 
the most influential factors for home pur-
chasers.

The examples of homes shown here range 
in size from 841 to 3,700 sq. ft. and are priced 
from $465,900 to $1,304,900.

Examples of notable sites are Frenchman’s 
Bay by Madison Homes in Pickering; Park 
Ridge by Tribute Communities in Oshawa; 
Trinity Village by Conservatory Group in 
Brampton; Solterra by Fusion Homes in 
Guelph; Towns at the Rouge Valley by Trib-
ute Communities. 

Pickering
Frenchman’s Bay Madison Homes
17 sales 
Prices range from $819,900 to $989,900/1,910 

to 2,720 sq. ft.
Single Family Homes and Townhomes 
www.madisongroup.ca 

Oshawa
Park Ridge Tribute Communities
12 sales 
Prices range from $465,990 to $779,990/1,782 

to 3,099 sq. ft.
Single Family Residential Homes
www.tributecommunities.com

Brampton
Trinity Village Conservatory Group
27 sales 
Prices range from $664,990 to $1,222,990/ 

2,081 to 3,700 sq. ft.
Single Family Homes and Semi-Detached 

Homes
www.conservatorygroup.com

Guelph
Solterra Fusion Homes
18 sales 
Prices range from $550,900 to $1,304,900/ 

1,407 to 3,005 sq. ft.
Single Family Residential Homes
www.fusionhomes.com

Scarborough
Towns at the Rouge Valley Tribute Commu-

nities
17 sales 
Starting at $504,990 to $614,990/841 to 1,122 

sq. ft.  
Condominium Townhomes
www.tributecommunities.com

onthemarket

At an open house organized by Choice Properties to discuss its Dundas St. West property, locals asked for green 
roofs, artisanal shopping and pedestrian-friendly spaces — and the developer listened. 
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list a new site opening,  contact thomas Mann, marketing research manager at thomas@trimart.ca. 


