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Star exclusive: Woman admits role in plot to 
rob ex-politician 
She says former auditor, councilman Coonrod made 
unwanted sexual advances 

Michael Boren 

The woman accused of robbing former Marion County politician Curtis Coonrod 
plotted against him after feeling overwhelmed by his repeated sexual advances, she 
told The Indianapolis Star on Wednesday. 

"He wanted kissing and feeling, and that was something that did not interest me at 
all," Cheyenne Poole, 21, said in an exclusive interview from the Marion County Jail. 
"But I never wanted to tell him that, just because I didn't want him to be angry." 

Poole confessed to organizing an armed robbery Friday against Coonrod, a former 
Marion County auditor and City-County Council member. Coonrod has insisted the 
two were just friends, but Poole said Coonrod wanted something more not long 
after meeting her on the "SeekingArrangement.com" dating website. Its motto is 
the "Elite Sugar Daddy Dating Site for those Seeking." 

Coonrod, Poole said, sent her an online message asking for dinner about four 
months ago. The two soon started meeting regularly. Coonrod also helped Poole out 
financially, renting an apartment for her and occasionally paying her cellphone and 
clothing bills. 

Coonrod, who is single, told The Star he could not recall having a profile on the 
dating site but did not deny meeting Poole there. 



"I've heard of that site, and I've seen it," said Coonrod, 58, Lawrence. "So I just 
don't remember if that's where I met her. But she says it was, so I'm not disputing 
that." 

What started as a friendship turned into something more serious, Poole said, when 
Coonrod texted her wanting to hang out two to three times a week. 

"It was overwhelming for me," said Poole, a slender woman with long black hair 
who sat in an orange jumpsuit as she spoke. "It was just getting to be too much 
meeting all the time." 

Poole said Coonrod tried to kiss and touch her, which made her "angry" and 
uncomfortable. They never had sex, Poole said, but Coonrod grew frustrated when 
she mentioned her boyfriends or couldn't attend events with him. 

"He always said he should be my number-one priority," Poole said. 

Coonrod, a public accountant, said he felt attracted to Poole but would not discuss 
whether he was intimate with her. 

"I don't think it's appropriate to talk about what we may or may not have done," 
Coonrod said. "But I certainly never got the impression that we did anything that 
made her feel uncomfortable." 

Poole, fearing Coonrod wanted something more than friendship, said she plotted to 
rob Coonrod with her boyfriend, Ralph Lopez, 24, Indianapolis. Lopez declined to 
speak with The Star. 

Poole met Lopez through a friend and had known him about two weeks before the 
robbery, she said. She plotted to invite Coonrod over for dinner — in the apartment 
he rented for her — and have Lopez rob him, while making it appear that she was a 
victim. Lopez, police said, duct-taped Coonrod to a chair and pressed a gun to his 
head, threatening to kill Poole and him if he didn't give up money. 

Poole planned to steal as much as she could, she said, before fleeing Indiana. To 
where, she said, "I didn't care." 

Poole realized the plan might unravel when she saw squad cars in front of her home 
while driving Coonrod's stolen car. She soon led police on a high-speed chase near 
Greenwood, before a stop stick flattened one of the car's tires. Police found Poole 
hiding $860 in her bra and Lopez with $864 in his wallet. 

In jail Wednesday, Poole, who has an extensive record for crimes such as burglary, 
readily admitted to the robbery. 

"I wasn't kind of involved," she said. "I was completely involved." 



But Coonrod remains convinced Poole is innocent, even saying he feels confident 
the charges will be dropped. He is furious, he said, that he hasn't been able to 
speak to Poole since the robbery. That is because of an order of protection the 
court placed on Poole, which bans suspects from talking to victims. 

"They are bullies, the Lawrence police detectives," Coonrod said. "I don't detect 
that they are interested in justice. They are interested in proving themselves right, 
and they decided before there was any evidence that she was guilty." 

Lawrence Detective Jim Vaughan scoffed at the accusation, saying he has never 
heard someone confess to a crime in his 15 years as quickly or easily as Poole. 

"I just don't understand how we were bullies," he told The Star. "I think we went 
above and beyond on the investigation." 

Poole and Lopez remained in the Marion County Jail on Wednesday, on $160,000 
and $200,000 bonds, respectively. They were arrested on preliminary charges of 
armed robbery, criminal confinement, auto theft and resisting law enforcement. 
Authorities also charged Lopez with possession of marijuana and found he had an 
open warrant for resisting law enforcement and auto theft from 2012. 

They are scheduled to appear in court June 11. 

Follow Star reporter Michael Boren at Twitter.com/borenmc or call him at (317) 
444-6138. 

	  


