
Asmall bag ofweed still will costmore than a
six-pack of beer, but Colorado voters next
month decide whether to tax it more.

PropositionAA couldmean a difference of
$7 for an1/8-ounce bag ofmarijuana priced at
$32.38 in unincorporated Larimer County.

That’s a15 percent excise tax onwholesale
marijuana, if passeddirectly to theconsumer,
plus a 10 percent sales tax added to existing
sales taxes of 3.5 percent.

“This is the largest tax increase ever in

Colorado history,” said Denver marijuana
lawyer Rob Corry, whose opposition efforts
have included passing out free joints in Den-
ver and Boulder. “These taxes are many or-
ders of magnitude higher than what alcohol
pays.”

The ballot measure to deal with the un-
precedented, legal marijuana industry does
call for higher taxes on pot than for alcohol.
But marijuana would be taxed less than a
pack of cigarettes, which is subject to state
and federal excise taxes of 34 percent, plus
2.9 percent sales tax in Larimer County.

PropositionAAsupporters,manyofwhom

campaigned to legalizemarijuana in2012, say
the taxes will help ensure compliance with a
recent statement from the federal govern-
ment. The U.S. Attorney General’s Office is-
sued a memo in August indicating medical
and legalized marijuana is OK as long as it
isn’t distributed to kids or to states where it’s
illegal, among other concerns. Only Colorado
and Washington have approved legalized
marijuana.

“We have to fund this,” said Erica Free-
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Since theTuesdaydebutofColora-
do’s new health exchange, 15 peo-
ple in Larimer County have made
appointments to talkwith local ex-
pertsabout thedifferenthealth in-
surance plans available through
the new program.

Dozens more signed up with
area insurance brokers to help
them navigate the six different
carriers, two dozen plans and four
levels of coverage available to the
uninsured and underinsured.

The interest has been encour-
aging, said Richard Cox, spokes-
man for the Health District of
Northern Larimer County.

The health district’s website
contains information and refer-
rals for information, but it is not
tracking the number of calls or
website hits seeking information,
he said. “We are certainly pleased
by the statewide numbers and
pleased we’ve seen interest local-
lydespite the limitedpromotionof
it so far,” Cox said. The health dis-
trict doesn’t plan to sendout infor-
mation about the exchange or
meet with residents until next
week.

Colorado officials say they are
pleasedwith the program, despite
a fewcomputerproblemsonopen-
ing day.

CEO Patty Fontneau said
Wednesday the program is work-
ing to improve customer service
after more than 79,000 people vis-
ited the state’s website and creat-
ed5,500accountsasof8p.m.Tues-
day.Manypeopleshoppedaround,
visiting 12 million Web pages.

Connect for Health Colorado
said the average wait time was
about 4 minutes, even though the
exchange website temporarily
was overwhelmed by tens of thou-
sandsofvisitors for about anhour,
briefly preventing consumers

Users
trying
to grasp
health
exchange

See EXCHANGE, Page A2

Two days into the state health
insurancemarketplace, customers
and brokers deal with glitches
and shop for plans.

By Pat Ferrier
PatFerrier@coloradoan.com

THE PRICE OF VICE:
VOTERS WILL DECIDE
POT TAX’S FATE THIS FALL

How proposed tax compares with alcohol, cigarettes

By Robert Allen
RobertAllen@coloradoan.com

See TAX, Page A2

ON PAGE A4
Attorney Rob Corry cancels free joint event
at Fort Collins park.

wells in the Wattenberg Field have
not yet been inspected, so more
spills could still be found.

Officials at the Colorado Oil and
Gas Conservation Commission
originallyexpected thework to take
up to 90 days, given the difficulty
accessing sitesbecauseofdamaged
roads and flooding, spokesman
Todd Hartman said.

The commission also said about
18,060 gallons of wastewater con-
taining residual amounts of oil and
gas were spilled in the flooding. So-
called produced water is stored in
tanks at wells for disposal or recy-
cling.

Meanwhile, people are being

DENVER — Another oil spill due to
floodinghasbeenfoundinNorthern
Colorado, bringing the total amount
of oil released in and near the South
PlatteRiver to about 43,000 gallons,
state regulators said Wednesday.

The latest spill, totaling1,176 gal-
lons, was found at a PDC Energy
Inc. site about a half-mile east of
Greeley. It’s the 15th found by in-
spectors since they started check-
ing drilling operations two weeks
ago.

The cumulative amount of spills
detected so far is about the amount
held by 31⁄2 storage tanks.

About 20 percent of the flooded

COLORADO FLOODS

Oil workers try to lift a storage tank
for condensate that was knocked over
by floodwaters from the South Platte
River at a site near LaSalle on Sept. 20.
CHRIS SCHNEIDER/AP

Oil spill near Greeley
is 15th due to flooding
By Colleen Slevin
Associated Press

See SPILL, Page A2
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BEER
Lagunitas 6pk – 12oz btls
IPA ..............................................................................................$799

Little Sumpin, Little Sumpin Wild ..............................................$899

Fort Collins Brewing 6pk – 12oz btls
Major Tom’s, Red Banshee, Choc Stout, IPA,
1900............................................................................................$799

Bristol Shuffle
12pk – 12oz btls Variety.........................................................$1299

St. Pauli Girl
12pk – 12oz btls ....................................................................$1199

HOURS:
M-Thurs.
9-Midnight
Fri-Sat.
8-Midnight
Sun
8am-10pm

484-1107
1107 City Park Avenue
campuswestliquors.com

@CampusWLiquors
Prices good through 10/05/13

Liquor
Ballantine Scotch
1.75L..................................................................................

$2499

Cuervo Tequila
1.75L Silver, Gold ..............................................................

$2299

Lunazul Tequila
1.75L Blanco, Reposado ...................................................

$1999

Finlandia Vodka
1.75L..................................................................................

$1899

Malibu Rum
1.75L Coconut, Flavors .....................................................

$1799

Three Olives Vodka
1.75L Regular, Flavors.......................................................

$1799

Blackheart Rum
1.75L Spiced Rum .............................................................

$1699

Canadian Club
1.75L..................................................................................

$1699

Seagrams 7 Crown
1.75L Whiskey ...................................................................

$1599

Kahlua Coffee Liqueur
750ml.................................................................................

$1499

Ten High
1.75L..................................................................................

$1099

Black Box
Wines

3.0L
All Types

Fetzer
Wines

1.5L
All Types

Weekly SpecialsWeekly Specials
Coors,

Coors Light

20pk-
12oz btls

$1899Suitcase-
12oz cans

$1899

Beefeater
Gin

$2599 $2999
Wild Turkey

Bourbon

$1799

$1099

1.75L 1.75L 101 Proof

MarkWest
Pinot Noir

750ml
Pinot Noir

$1199
Joel Gott
Cabernet

$799750ml Cabernet
Sauvignon

$1599

Wine
Yellow Tail Wines
1.5L All Types.......................................................................

$999

Kendal Jackson
750ml Chardonnay .......................................................

$1099

Gnarly Head Wines
750ml Cab, Red, P Noir, Zin, Malbec.................................

$799

750ml Chard, Merlot, Pinot Grigio .....................................
$699

Korbel Sparkling
750ml Brut, X-Dry ..........................................................

$1099

Budweiser,
Bud Light

Keystone
Light, Ice

30pk-
12oz cans

18pk-
12oz cans

Miller Lite,
MGD

$1699
FC

-0
00

03
78

83
1

KEG
SPECIALS!

1/2
Barrels

Coors, Coors Light

$8599

Bud Family

$8599

Miller Light

$7999

PBR

$7899

Keystone Light

$5999

Highlife

$5999 $5999

ODELL BREWING
6pk-12oz btls

90 Shilling, Easy Street Wheat,
Cutthroat Porter, 5 Barrel, Levity

$799

IPA, ISOLATION
ALE, ST. LUPLIN

(while it lasts!)

$899

Beer of theMonthBeer of theMonth

50%off
foodanddrinks
at Hibachi Steakhouse & Sushi

Visit DealChicken.com by October 16th,
to view the deal details and to purchase

this featured deal.

TODAY’S DEAL

FC-0000378987

brought to you by

man, co-owner of Choice Or-
ganics, a medical-marijuana
dispensary that could be sell-
ing retail pot in January.
“That’s the most important,
bottom-line thing we have to
do besides keeping it away
from kids.”

She said failure of Propo-
sition AA could have her re-
thinking theconversion to re-
tailmarijuana for fear ofCol-
orado drawing the ire of the
federal government. Federal
agencies have raided and or-
dered shutdowns of medical-
marijuana businesses
deemed too close to schools
or otherwise unacceptable.

StateSen.JohnKefalas,D-
Fort Collins, supports the
measure. He said if it failed,
finances to regulate retail
marijuana likely would come
out of the general fund. That
could affect higher educa-
tion.

Supporters are confident
Proposition AA will pass.
Some 77 percent of 900 Colo-
radovoterseitherstronglyor
somewhat supported it in a
poll last April by Public Pol-
icy Polling.

With Election Day about a
month away, proponents
have been sitting on a $10,100
war chest. The opposition
group led by Corry has spent
more than $2,200 and is about
$400 inthered,withexpenses
including $19.37 for rolling
papers,accordingto theColo-
rado Secretary of State web-
site.

Campaigns are muted
compared with last year’s
successful Amendment 64
ballot initiative that legalized
marijuana. Supporters then
spent $2.2millionwhile oppo-
nents spent $664,833, accord-
ing to the website.

If approved, the excise tax
isexpectedtobring$27.5mil-
lion to thestate’sBuildingEx-
cellent Schools Today pro-
gram that, in combination

with local dollars, helps re-
new or replace deteriorating
school buildings. The sales
taxes are to go toward mari-
juana regulation, enforce-
ment and education.

Pot sales expected
to hit nearly $400
million in 2014

Marijuana stores for any-
one 21 and older weren’t al-
lowed anywhere until now,
and nobody — from medical
dispensary owners to law en-
forcement — knows just
what to expect.

Larimer County Sheriff
Justin Smith, a vocal oppo-
nent of legalized andmedical
marijuana, has repeatedly
declined to comment on im-
pacts or take a position on the
ballot measure, citing uncer-
tainty.

Retail marijuana sales are
predicted to be $395 million
in 2014, and the ballot mea-
sure would bring $33.5 mil-
lion to the state government
plus $6 million to local gov-
ernments that allow retail
marijuana stores, according
to Colorado’s 2013 Blue Book
on election issues.

Mason Tvert, co-director
of the 2012 Campaign to Reg-
ulateMarijuana Like Alcohol
that succeeded in legalizing
marijuana, supports Proposi-
tion AA.

He said he’s not especially
concerned about taxes mak-
ing it hard to compete with
the black market and said
prices should continue to de-
crease as they have since be-
fore the medical-marijuana
boom of 2009.

“There’s not necessarily a
way to know for sure that it’s
needed,” he said of the taxes.
“It is necessary to ensure the
program is adequately fund-
ed and to insure the federal
government is confident that
thestate isappropriatelyreg-
ulating marijuana.”

Initially, only medical-
marijuana dispensaries will
be able to convert to retail
marijuana stores as early as

New Year’s Day 2014.
Unincorporated Larimer

County is allowing two retail
marijuana stores, and the
likely candidates are both
within a few miles of east
FortCollins.Cityofficialsare
banning them until at least
March, and surrounding
communities such as Gree-
ley, Loveland andWindsor all
havebanned the retail stores.

Larimer County commis-
sioners said they’re allowing
the stores to open because 56
percent of local voters sup-
ported Amendment 64 lega-
lizing marijuana.

Commissioner LewGaiter
said he’s “pretty neutral” on
Proposition AA, and there
haven’t been any conversa-
tions on how the potential ex-
tra money would be distrib-
uted — partly because with
only two stores, they’re not
expecting much.

Several Fort Collins medi-
cal-marijuana dispensary
owners recently got back in
business after voters over-
turned a ban on those stores
last year.

FortCollinsCityCouncil is
waiting to see what happens
elsewhere before deciding to
allow any local dispensaries
to convert.

“That’s ridiculous what
they’re doing to us, of
course,” Don Cruinkshank,
owner of A Kind Place said.
“We’ve already been kicked
around quite a bit.”

He and others paid rent on
buildings to sit empty for
months this year as their ap-
plications were processed to
sellmedicalmarijuana.After
opening in August and “bare-
ly making ends meet” while
waiting for his plants to ma-
ture, he said he might start
turning a profit inDecember.

Meanwhile, Corry said he
hopes to bring a joint-give-
away event to Fort Collins
sometime before Election
Day.

Coloradoan reporter Patrick
Malone contributed to this
article.

Tax
Continued from Page A1

from creating new accounts.
Wait times fluctuated
throughout the day, based on
call volume.

Local brokers were frus-
trated by glitches in the on-
line system but encouraged
customers tobepatient.Open
enrollment continues until
March31butconsumershave
until Dec. 15 to sign up and
have coverage starting Jan.1.

A.J. Ehrle, a Loveland bro-
ker who is uninsured due to a
pre-existing condition, plans
toget insuranceforhisfamily
of three and help others
through the complicated
mazeofplansandchoices.He
said his account was locked
out because of a computer
glitch. He called first thing
Wednesday morning but he
was still locked out at 4:30
p.m. “I pushed my appoint-
ments back about aweek, and
I’m hoping that by the end of
the week the glitches get
fixed,” he said.

As for his own family, he
expectstosignupforaKaiser
Permanente plan that will
cost about $24 a month.

Peter Trozan of Trozan In-
surance in Fort Collins said
brokers don’t yet have all the
information they need to ad-
vise their clients.

“Everyone wants to do it
now.We’re just trying to hold
people off,” he said.

He’s trying to figure out
who qualifies for federal sub-
sidies and who doesn’t, but
the Connect forHealth calcu-
lator has been sporadic, mak-
ing the task more difficult.

Access to the exchange
was spotty on Tuesday, he
said. “We have existing cli-
ents who have been calling,
but we’re telling them to give
us a little more time.”

The Health District of
Northern Larimer County is
offering free in-person help

beginningMonday.
More than 40,200 unin-

sured Larimer County resi-
dentswill be required to have
insurancebyJan.1or face tax
penalties.

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

Exchange
Continued from Page A1

GETTING HELP
Larimer Health Connect is of-
fering free, in-person help
throughout Larimer County.
Guides can help you shop for
and enroll in health plans and
apply for financial help. To
make an appointment, call (970)
472-0444 or visit www.larimer
healthconnect.org. The guides
will begin seeing people in
person Monday.

DOCUMENTS/INFORMATION
YOUMIGHT NEED:
» Social Security card
» Driver’s license or ID card
» Birth dates
» Address
» Pay stubs
»W-2 forms
» Information about any other
income you get
» Information about current
health insurance, if you have it
» Information about any job-
related coverage you or your
family may be able to get, even
if you’re not enrolled in it
» Immigration documents such
as re-entry permit, permanent
resident card, employment
authorization card, unexpired
foreign passport, immigrant
visa, certificate of eligibility

FORT COLLINS
»Main site, 144 N. Mason St.,
Unit 7 (ground floor of the
Mason Street parking garage in

Old Town; two-hour free park-
ing)
» Larimer County Depart-
ment of Human Services,
1501 Blue Spruce Drive, first
floor
» Family Medicine Center,
1025 Pennock Place (by ap-
pointment only)
» Salud Family Health
Center, 1635 Blue Spruce Drive
(by appointment only)

LOVELAND
» Larimer County Offices,
205 E. Sixth St., second floor

OTHER HELP
» Insurance brokers also can
help individuals and small
businesses shop for and enroll
in insurance. Brokers certified
in the Connect for Health Colo-
rado marketplace are listed at
www.connectforhealthco.com.
» The Colorado Consumer
Health Initiative launched a
guide with new mobile apps to
help navigate health care cov-
erage and services at http://blue
guide.cohealthinitiative.org.
» Connect for Health Colorado,
www.connectforhealthco.com/
connect/contact-us or 855-
PLANS4YOU (855-752-6749)
» Larimer Health Connect, (970)
472-0444 or info@larimerhealth
connect.org

warned to stay away from
flood-damaged oil and gas
production equipment.

Commission officials said
the equipment and tanks in
the area could pose a risk be-
cause they may still be pres-
surized and contain flamma-
ble liquids. The equipment
maybeunstableandshift, fall

or roll.
People who see tanks or

other equipment that has
movedfromanoil orgas loca-
tion are asked to contact the
commission to report the lo-
cation of equipment and
tanks that are not being re-
paired or replaced by the op-
erators.

In a statement, the com-
mission said 55-gallon drums
are generally not related to
oil and gas operations. Tanks
used for oil and gas opera-

tions typically hold between
200 and 400 barrels, or about
8,500 to 17,000 gallons. Stray
55-gallon drums should be re-
ported to local law enforce-
ment or public health offi-
cials.

About 1,900 wells were
shut down at the height of the
flooding. Officials at Noble
Energy Inc., the largest oil
producer in Colorado, told
The Denver Post that it suf-
fered between $7 million and
$17 million in losses because

of flood damage and lost pro-
duction.

Three of Noble’s tank bat-
teries released 8,900 gallons
of oil.

The South Platte is major
source of drinking water and
agricultural water. The mil-
lions of gallons of sewage
dumped into the river from
broken sewer pipes and
waste treatmentplantsposea
bigger problem than the oil
spilled, the state health de-
partment has said.

In addition, the large vol-
ume of water that rushed out
onto the plains from the foot-
hills apparently swept away
visible evidence of the oil.

Researchers fromtheUni-
versity of Colorado studying
how to limit the natural gas
industry’s impact on the envi-
ronment and communities
are collecting soil samples
along the river looking for ev-
idence of benzene, a carcino-
gen, andbenzenecompounds,
left behind by the spilled oil.

Spill
Continued from Page A1

2nd lawsuit filed over
fracking initiative

LOVELAND — The Love-
land City Council is facing a
second lawsuit related to
petitions for an initiative to
ban fracking in the city.

Protect Our Loveland
filed a motion for prelimi-
nary injunction on Monday
seeking an order that would
require the city council to
put the initiative to the vot-
ers as soon as possible
through a special election.

The initiative calls for a
two-year ban on hydraulic
fracturing while effects on
human health and property
values are studied.

The Loveland Reporter-
Herald reports city council-

ors narrowly voted against
putting the citizens’ initia-
tive on the November ballot
last month after a resident
filed a lawsuit challenging
the petition’s signatures.

Flags at half-staff
for fallen soldier

DENVER — Flags are fly-
ing at half-staff across Colo-
rado inhonorofaDenversol-
dier killed last month in Af-
ghanistan.

The Pentagon says Army
Staff Sgt. Liam Nevins of
Denver was killed Sept. 21
during combat operations.

Gov. John Hickenlooper
has ordered flags lowered
from sunrise to sunset
Wednesday.

—Associated Press
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