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If Congress doesn’tmaster the trick
of raising the debt ceiling, then the
dayafterHalloweenwill beno treat.

Nov. 1 is looming as the critical
daywhen the TreasuryDepartment
may not have the money to meet all
its commitments if officials don’t
boost the $16.7 trillion limit on fed-
eral indebtedness, according to re-
ports by Goldman Sachs and the Bi-
partisan Policy Center.

The government is likely to have
enough cash to make a $6 billion in-
terest payment due on Oct. 31, but
the$43 billionofSocialSecurityand
Medicare payments due the next
day, plus billions for Supplemental
Security Incomepayments andpay-

roll for soldiers and government
workers, will break the bank, said
Steve Bell, director of economic
studies at the BPC.

TheTreasury is expected to have
about $30 billion in cash on hand
Oct. 17, the date Treasury has said
the debt ceiling is likely to be
reached.

“A number of large payments to-
taling about $60 billion are dueNov.
1, and it appears very unlikely the
Treasury would be able to make all
thepaymentsscheduledfor thatday
absent an increase in the debt ceil-
ing,” Goldman economists Alec
Phillips and Kris Dawsey wrote.

In recent days, opponents of rais-
ing thedebtceilinghavearguedthat
the nation can avoid a default by
paying interest on the debt before
the government pays for entitle-
ment spending and routine opera-
tions.

What bills are due if credit runs out?
ANALYST: PICKING AND
CHOOSING NOT DOABLE
“Prioritization” of payments, Wash-
ington’s newest buzzword, is much
easier said than done, said Steve Bell,
director of economic studies at the
Bipartisan Policy Center.
» The government processes 3 million
to 5 million checks each day, he said.
Nearly all are produced by machine, or
the payments are made electronically.
» Deciding to make some payments
and withhold others would require
on-the-fly reprogramming of in-
formation systems throughout the
government within days, said Bell, a
former staff director of the Senate
Budget Committee. It would also
mean a conscious decision to skip
Social Security and veterans benefits
or not pay soldiers and workers, he
added.
» “They’re not the most up-to-date
computers in the world,” Bell said.
“You just can’t do it.”

Treasury Department may not
havemoney tomeet
commitments Nov. 1.

By TimMullaney
USA Today

See DEBT, Page A5

Fort Collins-area brewers prepar-
ing to bring new beers to market
mayhavetowaita little longerdue
to the federal government shut-
down.

All new beers that get bottled
or canned to be sold across state
lines must be approved by an arm
of the Treasury Department,
which reviews each beer’s label
and ingredients.Butwith theshut-
down, no new approvals are being
granted by theAlcohol andTobac-
coTaxandTradeBureau.Eventhe
website that tells brewers where
they are in the approval process
has been shuttered.

The TTB, however, is still col-
lecting the taxes breweries must
pay.

The shutdown doesn’t affect
existing beers, like New Belgium
Brewing’s popular Fat Tire, or
Anheuser-Busch’s Budweiser and
Shock Top.

But it means New Belgium is
still waiting for approval of five
new labels and three new beers,
including a spring seasonal,
Spring Blonde. Brewery spokes-
manBryan Simpson said bringing
a new beer to market can take up
to a year, and the TTB approval
process is a big part of that.

“We have a lot of pieces in play,
sowhen things go sideways, that’s
a problem,” he said. “Wearen’t de-
layed yet, but there will probably
be a backlog. Beers that haven’t
been approved don’t get to mar-
ket.”

Simpson said New Belgium’s
concern is that a lengthy TTB de-
lay couldmean the brewery’s cur-
rent seasonal offerings will end
without a spring seasonal to re-
place them, costing the company
sales. Simpson said the brewery is
facing having to pay extra to rush
labels through the printing proc-
ess once they’re approved, tokeep
things on track.

“We won’t rush the beer,” he

SUDS SHUTDOWN

Shutdown
delays
approval
of beers
Brewers’ new recipes and labels
won’t be approved while federal
workers remain furloughed.

By Trevor Hughes
TrevorHughes@coloradoan.com

See BEERS, Page A5

Flood survivors don’t need to count looting
among their problems.

No burglaries or thefts have been con-
firmed in Larimer County’s disaster zone, ac-
cording to both the sheriff’s office and Estes
Park police.

Thisdoesn’t surpriseAndrewPrelog,afac-
ulty member at Sam Houston State Univer-

sitywho researches crime patterns following
natural disasters. Altruism, he says, is the
most likely reaction.

Looting of people’s homes and property “is
indeedoneof themainmythsofdisasters,”he
said. “Who in their rightmind is going to turn
around and victimize them again?”

The floods that started Sept. 11drove thou-
sands from their homes. About 27 Larimer
County roads remained closed after flood
damage covered a wide swath extending

north and south between Loveland and Estes
Park. The disaster zone encompasses more
than7,000 structures,manyofwhichhaveyet
to be assessed for damage.

People now entering the flood zone are re-
quired to carry credentials, and extra sher-
iff’s deputy patrols are being done via ATVs,

This store in Glen Haven was one of many buildings damaged or destroyed by last month’s floods. Inability to access flood areas makes it more difficult for looters
to target, experts say. So far, there have been no reports of burglaries or thefts in flood areas. TREVOR HUGHES/COLORADOAN LIBRARY

LOOTINGLESSAN ISSUE
THAN ‘LOOKY-LOOS’
As many as 30 people have been ticketed for sneaking past
flood-zone barriers.Officials say they’re disaster tourists.
By Robert Allen
RobertAllen@coloradoan.com

See LOOTING, Page A2

ON PAGE A2
Couple wrongly accused of limiting access tells
their story



horseback and foot, accord-
ing to Sheriff Justin Smith.
Surveillance cameras have
been installed in marked
trailers in some areas to help
“keep trespassers and looters
out of damaged areas,” he
said in an email.

Looting, however, appears
to have been “minimal,”
Smith said.

In 1976, the Coloradoan at-
tributed the same adjective
to then-Undersheriff William
F.Conlonashedescribed loot-
ing from the Big Thompson
Flood.

“Unfortunately, where
there isadisasterof thismag-
nitude there is bound to be
some looting, but it has not
been a real problem here
yet,” Conlon said in the Aug.
8, 1976 Coloradoan, about two
weeks after the flood that
killed 143 people.

Big Thompson Canyon
was the hardest-hit Larimer
County area in both floods,
but in last month’s disaster,
only two people died.

With the headline “Securi-
ty tight in the canyon,” the
1976 Coloradoan article de-
scribes four arrests by the
sheriff’s office and “a few
others” by Loveland Police
Department.

Looting is “inherently un-
common,” despite public per-
ceptions, according to anarti-
cle on the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control website.

“Except in civil disorders
and riots, increased criminal
activity is uncommon in U.S.
disasters. Generally, the
amount of donated goods far
exceeds that which could be
looted in disasters,” accord-
ing to the study “Common
Misconceptions about Disas-
ters: Panic, the ‘Disaster Syn-
drome,’ and Looting” posted
in an emergency-response
section.

Smith said the rural resi-
dents bonded together, in
many cases appointing the lo-
cal fire chief as a “de facto
‘mayor’ ” and holding daily
community meetings.

“I think thatdifficult times
make people more pro-
nounced atwhat they already
are,” said Smith, a former ad-
junct professor at the Colora-
do State University sociology
department.

He said a mix of factors
helped keep looting curbed.
Among them:Many residents
in the disaster area are “typi-

cally armed” and make clear
they will defend themselves.
Deputy patrols and the diffi-
culty of access also play a
role, he said.

Despite the report of no
confirmed looting cases,
Smith said there were indeed
looters in the midst.

‘Looky-loos’ are
today’s ‘curiosity
seekers’

During lastmonth’s evacu-
ation effort, disaster officials
frequentlymentioned looting
as one of the concerns for
closing roads. The Colorado
Attorney General’s Office is-
sued a news release to media
warning that flood looters
should “expect lengthy pris-
on sentences.”

Prelog said publicity of
looting fears can lead tomore
people refusing to evacuate,
preferring instead to sit “on a
porch with a shotgun” to pro-
tect property.

“It’s probablymore impor-
tant for that person to get out
of danger’s way,” he said.

More than 300 people de-
clined evacuation during the
roughly weeklong helicopter
operation; some did it to pro-
tect their homes, others did it
because they preferred it to
the struggle of finding alter-
native housing. Rescuers
showed residents photos of
demolished roads, warning
them of comingwinter condi-
tions and impediments for
emergency services.

Sheriff Smith has visited
the pockets of people remain-
ing in thedisasterzone, some-
times by helicopter.

“I did not observe a social
breakdown in those areas,”
he said. “Mostly they banded
together even more.”

Despite efforts to protect
the perimeter, people are
nonetheless finding theirway
into the disaster zone. Unau-
thorized people are receiving
tickets, and about 30 have
been written so far, with
roughly 15 of those coming
last weekend. But these are
mostly “looky-loos” with ap-
parently nonmalevolent in-
tentions, sheriff spokesman
John Schulz said.

“The other day, a guy de-
cided to take his girlfriend to
show her the flood damage,”
he said.

In 1976, credentials were
similarly issued to residents
to keep others out.

“The sheriff said his big-
gest problem lately has been
‘curiosity seekers’ trying to
get into the canyon from the
Estes Park end,” according to

a Coloradoan on Aug. 8, 1976.

Looting defined
Helicopters lifted people

from their canyon properties
in1976, sameasnow, allowing
in both cases for people to
take littlemorethanabagand
their pets.

Many people last month
had limited supplies as they
waited several days for res-
cue helicopters to arrive.
Some bartered. Others broke
into unoccupied cabins, tak-
ing food or water.

“But people left a note say-
ing that they had taken that
stuff,” Schulz said, adding
that owners merely reported
the events for insurance pur-
poses. “(They) did notwant to
seek any criminal charges,
because these were people
that were trying to survive
the flood.”

Prelog said this is known
as “appropriation” but can be
seen as looting by outsiders.

“If there’s no access to
food or water, people will go
to a store and get what they
need,” he said. “But it gets
called looting because people
not in a disaster see it as ille-
gal taking-of-property.”

He said such blurring of
lines was prevalent in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina.
In that case, some media
werewidely criticized for de-
scribing people as looters or
finding food based on race, as
analyzed in research byTufts
University.

Smith mentioned Katrina
to describe a situation where
people looted a department
store of anything they could
grab,beyondnecessities,ver-
sus the relatively altruistic
people of New York during
the 9/11 attacks.

“InNewOrleans, we saw a
lot of signs of breakdown in
societal order — a lot of loot-
ing, assaults, etc.,” he said.

Prelog said places with
high economic inequality
tend to have more looting.
That was a problem in Haiti,
but he said it would seem
much less likely in a place
like Estes Park.

Geography also helps. The
mountainous region is less
likely to attract outsiders
than a place like Denver,
which is easily accessed.

Looting wasn’t described
as a problem amid the 2012
High Park Fire, although the
arrest of a suspected fire-
fighter impersonator quickly
stoked unfounded fears, Pre-
log said. He was pursuing his
doctorate at Colorado State
University in Fort Collins at
the time.

In Colorado Springs, two
people were convicted of
looting in connectionwith the
Waldo Canyon Fire, and they
were sentenced 48 years and
72 years. Prelog said looting
can certainly happen at a nat-
ural-disaster scene, but that
it’s unlikely to bemorepreva-
lent than normal property
crime rates.

Law enforcers have
warned of fraudsters taking
advantage of flood victims,
but there haven’t been any
such cases confirmed here
yet.

Prelog, nowat a university
inHuntsville, Texas, said he’s
been “pretty amazedwith the
destruction” the floods
wrought. An expert on disas-
ter-related issues, he says La-
rimer County is particularly
vulnerable — whether wind,
hail, wildfire or floods.

“If you look at its hazard
profile, it’s a pretty hazard-
ous place,” he said. “It’s heav-
en on Earth, but it’s like hell
when it’s bad.”

Follow Robert Allen on Twitter
at twitter.com/robertallenCO.

Looting
Continued from Page A1

A sign warns residents about the road collapse in Glen Haven last month after historic flooding. Inability to access flood areas makes it
more difficult for looters to target, experts say. There have been no reports of burglaries or thefts. TREVOR HUGHES/COLORADOAN LIBRARY

2013 LARIMER
COUNTY FLOOD
» Looting cases confirmed
by Larimer County Sheriff’s
Office: 0
» Looting cases confirmed
by Estes Park Police Depart-
ment: 0
» Larimer County roads
closed: 27
» Structures in the disaster
zone: 8,000
» Number of people cited
for entering disaster zone
without credentials:
25 to 30

PAGE A2 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2013 FORT COLLINS COLORADOANPAGE A2 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2013 FORT COLLINS COLORADOAN

Please recycle
this newspaper
The Coloradoan is printed on recycled
newsprint.

Year 140 ~ No. 170

Information (970) 493-6397
Home delivery
Call toll-free (877) 424-0063

Kathy Jack-Romero, Publisher
KathyJack@coloradoan.com
(970) 224-7885

Josh Awtry, Executive Editor
JoshAwtry@coloradoan.com
(970) 224-7755

Joann Kurtyak, Advertising Director
JoannKurtyak@coloradoan.com
(970) 416-3989

INFORMATION CENTER
(NEWSROOM)

For questions concerning news, or to
request a correction on a story, call:

Rebecca Powell,
Senior Editor for Platforms
RebeccaPowell@coloradoan.com
(970) 416-3969

Miles Blumhardt,
Active Life & Sports Editor
MilesBlumhardt@coloradoan.com
(970) 224-7743

Kathleen Duff, Living Local Editor
KathleenDuff@coloradoan.com
(970) 224-7733

CIRCULATION CUSTOMER SERVICE

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday & Holidays 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Saturday Closed

Fast, automated service available 24/7
(toll-free): (877) 424-0063. Calls re-
ceived after 12 p.m. Monday to Friday
and after 10 a.m. Sunday take 48 hours
to process.

The Coloradoan (ISSN 0273-8260) is
published daily and Sunday by Fort
Collins Newspapers Inc., 1300 Riverside
Ave., Fort Collins, CO 80524. Periodical
postage paid at Fort Collins, Colorado.
POSTMASTER: send change address
notices to 1300 Riverside Ave.

FULL ACCESS SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Digital access only (excludes print
edition delivery): $8 per month
Digital access includingMon.-Sun.
print edition delivery: $16.46 per
month ($14.78 with EZ Pay)
Digital access including Thurs-Sun:
$11.27 per month ($10.22 with EZ Pay)
Digital access includingWednes-
day and Sunday: $8.03 per month
($7.33 with EZ Pay)

Rates that include print edition
delivery apply to areas where carrier
delivery service is available. The
Thanksgiving Day print edition is
delivered with every subscription that
includes print edition delivery and will
be charged at the then regular
Sunday newsstand price, which will be
reflected in the November payment.
Subscriptions that include print
edition delivery are also delivered the
following premium print edition: 1/1,
1/21, 2/18, 3/31, 5/27, 7/4, 9/2, 11/28,
11/29, 12/24, 12/25. EZ Pay is a conve-
nient method for auto- matically
paying your subscription. To start or
switch a subscription payment to EZ
Pay, call (877) 424-0063 or go to
Coloradoan.com. Terms and condi-
tions apply. Each Digital Access
subscription includes access to Colora-
doan.com, tablet, mobile and the
e-newspaper. For more information,
contact (877) 424-0063.

ADVERTISING

Classified (970) 224-4000

Retail (970) 224-7714

Employment (888) 692-7330

Fax number (970) 224-7726

CIRCULATION

Delivery deadlines within the city
limits of Fort Collins, Loveland and
Windsor are 6 a.m. Monday to Friday
and 7 a.m. Saturday, Sunday and
Premium Edition days. Subscribers
outside those cities’ limits may receive
papers later in the morning.

Missing your Sunday paper? A
replacement may be requested by
calling (877) 424-0063. Redelivery
service not available Mon-Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING HOURS

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Walk-in or call Coloradoan informa-
tion at (970) 493-6397 Tim Lyons and his family live in

south Fort Collins. His city of
residence was incorrectly re-
ported in Wednesday’s story
“PSD school choice options
narrow with southeast Fort
Collins growth.”

The Coloradoan regrets the
error.

CORRECTION

Strangers hurled anger upon
the Joe and Marilyn Dion,
calling them “freaking peo-
ple,” “bad neighbor” and
“shameless” in viral online
posts after the height of last
month’s flood.

The uproar stemmed from
people mistakenly believing
the family, in an act of stub-
born audacity, blocked Storm
Mountain residents from re-
turninghomevia apublic dirt
road.

Thecomments snowballed
through social networks. But
for the first couple days, Joe
Dionhadnoidea.The70-year-
old and his wife learned of it
Sept. 17 when a neighbor’s
daughter showed them some
of the Facebook discussions.

“I said, ‘Oh no, where did
all that come from?’ ” Dion
said. “It was pretty painful to
be besmirched like that.”

In fact, the Colorado De-
partment of Wildlife ordered
Forest Service Road 153
closed because it was too
damaged for travel, a spokes-
person told the Coloradoan.

Despite the fact officials
had posted a sign at the gate
Sept.16 indicating only emer-
gencyvehicles andout-bound
trafficwereallowed, thedigi-
tal aggression persisted.

“Theywere saying the sto-
ries were just a cover-up,”
Dion said. “Thatwas the frus-
trating thing, thatoncewegot
the true story out, the Inter-
netchatterdidn’t slowdown.”

Weeks later, Dion has re-
ceived no apologies from
those who berated his family.
He doesn’t expect any, he
said.

An alternate route has
sinceopened forpeople toget
to Storm Mountain, and Dion
says traffic to his property
hasquieted.Reflectingon the
disaster, Dion said he’ll most
remember the compassion of
neighbors.

His home was above the
flood, but ground below had
washed out, breaking PVC
pipes that supplied water.
The morning of Sept. 15, four
of his neighbors showed up
with a backhoe and shovels.
Four hours later, it was re-
paired.

The episode was the sole
publicized case of nastiness
amid a natural disaster large-
ly absent of looting, panic or
otherwise bad behavior. Dion
received phone calls from
journalists as far as Los An-
geles and Chicago as a result
of it.

Flood
survivor
reflects on
neighborly
compassion
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Admissionfor two
toMorbidNights
thisHalloween

Visit DealChicken.com by October 16th,
to view the deal details and to purchase

this featured deal.
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Diabetic Ignorance
Doctor Releases Diabetes Guide Revealing

How Diabetes Can:
� Reduce and eliminate their diabetic medications.
� Stabilize and lower their blood sugar without the side effects of drugs.
� Reverse the disease all together.
� Lose the excess weight without exercise.
� Reduce and eliminate the health risks of diabetes.
� Avoid or eliminate insulin shots.

To receive your copy of this free guide detailing why Type II Diabetes continues to increase at
an alarming rate and what you can do to stop living in constant fear of the devastating effects of
Type II Diabetes call toll free 1-800-252-4866 or go to www.fortcollinsdiabetesreport.com
Dr. Luke Martin, DC

FC-0000379397

Though unjustly demonized
over a road closure, Joe
Dion focuses on the help
neighbors gave one another.

By Robert Allen
RobertAllen@coloradoan.com


