
A retired nuclear physicist tin-
kering with his homemade elec-
tricfence ignitedthewildfire that
roared through half of Lory State
Park, forcing hundreds from
their homes west of Fort Collins.

The spark that started the
1,348-acre Galena Fire in March
leaped from an 18-inch PVC pipe
with two wires coming out. The
device was one of many do-it-
yourselfprojectskeepingGeorge
Rinker occupied in retirement.
Some had led to unintended re-
sults or scared neighbors, but
nothing compared to this mis-
take.

“Watching that thing go up is a
feeling I can’t describe,” said

Rinker, 68. “I was devastated.”
It wasn’t the first time fire-

fighters have rushed to the Rink-
er residence: In 2009, embers
from a controlled burn at his
homeonGalenaCourt spreadand
got “out of hand” before he con-
tained a resulting spot fire by
himself, according to a report re-
leased Wednesday from the La-
rimer County Sheriff’s Office.

That information was sent to
prosecutors, along with a letter
from an angry neighbor demand-
ingcriminal charges for theGale-
na Fire.

But the wildfire was deter-
mined to be accidental. Rinker
said he’s learned from the mis-
take and will be more careful as
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Charco Broiler owner Stan
McGarvey’s magic number is 30.
That’s how many full-time staff
members he can employ at the
Fort Collins restaurant without
bumping up against a new federal
law that will require the restau-
rant toprovidehealth insurance to
its workers.

As several provisions of the
federal Affordable Care Act get
ready to kick in next year, small
businesses are bracing for im-
pact, even though many are still
scratching their heads about how
it will affect them. Perhaps the
biggest change is the federal law
McGarvey is trying to avoid. Be-
ginning in January, everyone will
be required to have health insur-
ance and businesses with the
equivalent of 50 or more full-time
employees, or FTEs, must offer it
to their workers or face fines.

Groups
prep for
changes
in health
insurance
Small businesses eye Affordable
Care Act’s impact as Colorado
exchange gears up to help.

By Pat Ferrier
PatFerrier@coloradoan.com

INSIDE COLORADO
HEALTH EXCHANGE
Frequently asked questions about
how the Colorado exchange system
will work » Page A2

See INSURANCE, Page A2

Like many, when Fort Collins artist
Chris Bates turned on the television
July 20, hewas overwhelmed by the
horrific scene playing out on the
screen.

A gunman had shot up a movie
theater in Aurora, killing 12 people.

It was a tragedy that left Colorado,
along with much of the nation, reel-
ing.

As Bates tried to make sense of
the situation, the words he’d heard
at a recent artsworkshopkept echo-
ing in his head: “Use your art to
change the world.”

“I had an epiphany,” Bates said.
Foryears, hehadcreated custom

portraits as part of his business at
MightyFineArtusingaspecial tech-
nique that tells the subject’s life sto-
ry by using small illustrations to
make up the larger image.

Last year, when a family friend
died from cancer, Bates created the
Finetoon Legacy Project, which
provided the portraits to his family
members. It was a way to honor his

friend aswell as away to grieve and
to heal.

As part of a pilot project, Bates is
workingwith the family ofA.J.Boik
to create two portraits of the 18-
year-old, who died in the Aurora
shooting. Bates reached out to
Boik’s family because of a special

AURORA THEATER TRAGEDY

Fort Collins artist helps honor shooting victim
By Stacy Nick
StacyNick@coloradoan.com

See ARTIST, Page A2
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AFTER AURORA
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Consider these
tips before
taking a hike
with your dog

Emergency responders acted
quickly to protect dozens of hik-
ers stranded at a smoky parking
lot in the Galena Fire’s path.

The fast-moving wildfire ad-
vanced toward the dirt lot near
the Arthur’s Rock trailhead,
blocking access to the gate out of
Lory State Park as hikers trick-

led down off the trail, according
to documents released from the
Larimer County Sheriff’s Office
last week.

“Whenitcutall thosefolksoff,
there was nowhere to go,” said
Larimer County Sheriff Sgt. Ian
Stewart, who also worked the
High Park Fire last summer.
“I’ve never had somany folks on

DOCUMENTS DETAIL HOW
OFFICIALS PROTECTED
HIKERS SURPRISED BY FIRE
By Robert Allen
RobertAllen@coloradoan.com

By Robert Allen
RobertAllen@coloradoan.com

Ryan Phelps and his son Nate, 9, helped their neighbor George Rinker knock down flames around his home as the Galena Fire erupted from Rinker’s backyard.
They are pictured just above the blackened Lory State Park with their dog, Jax. DAWNMADURA/THE COLORADOAN

THE
GALENA
FIRE

See ELECTRIC, Page A5 See HIKERS, Page A5

HOME
ELECTRIC
PROJECT
SPAWNED
1,348-ACRE
WILDFIRE
Neighbors rushed to help after
a fence spark ignited the blaze that
roared through Lory State Park.



FORT COLLINS COLORADOAN SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2013 PAGE A5

DON’T MISS IT!

APR 20 at 2 and 6 PM
Utilizing everyday household items

as instruments, the ancient art of

drumming is combined with modern

“street” choreography to turn the

ordinary into extraordinary!

970.221.6730
12-6 PM, TUES-SAT • 417 W. MAGNOLIA ST.

COMING
SOON!
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Go To DellenbachSubaru.com For Your E-Price Today!

2013 LEGACY
2.5I AWD2.5I AWD

LEASE WAC/ 36 MOS
10,000 MILES PER YEAR

UP
TO

MPG
HWY32

R

$$188188**
PER
MONTH

LEASE FOR:

See dealer for complete details, all vehicles subject to prior sale, Photos for illustration only,
color and equipment may vary. Sales subject to vehicle insurance and availability. APR
rates on select models. Stock#131616, model code DAB-01, MSRP: $22,065, Lease Price:
$19,889 includes $1,000 dealer cash which can only be used on a lease, cash down $2,000
due at signing, security deposit $0, acquisition fee $595, delivery and handling fee $389.50,
payment plus tax, total due at signing $2,000, WAC, offer ends 4-18-13

0% UP
TO 36 mos.

W.A.C.†

.9% UP
TO 48 mos.

W.A.C.†

1.9% UP
TO 72 mos.

W.A.C.†
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New Non-Surgical Breakthrough
For Neuropathy

�e problem is o�enmisdiagnosed, or not
diagnosed at all. But, it a�ects the lives of
between 10 and 20million Americans.
�is problem can cause:
1. Burning Pain
2. Numbness
3. Sharp, electric pain
4. Cramping
5. Pain when you are walking
6. Prickling/tingling feelings
7. Di�culty sleeping from leg/foot
discomfort
If you su�er from one or more of these problems,
youmay have neuropathy, and, if you do, you’re
not alone.
O�en, people dealing with neuropathy have been
frustrated by the traditional care they’ve received
for these terrible problems and are still seeking
help.�ese problems can be caused by diabetes,
hereditary disorders, in�ammation, medications
such as cholesterol lowering (statin) drugs and
more.

I’ve studied this class of conditions, collectively
known as neuropathy, for many years. In fact,
helping people with these problems has become a
primary focus of mine.

It’s not unusual for me to hear stories from
patients who’ve su�ered for years with terrible

symptoms. For many, they are missing out on
things they love to do.�ey aren’t enjoying life
as they once did.

If this describes you, then perhaps I can help.
I practice a multi-pronged attack to these
problems, it’s a unique program that has already
helped hundreds nationwide.

�at’s why we’ve put together the “Neuropathy
Treatment Program” for anyone su�ering
symptoms of neuropathy pain. And, the beautiful
thing is that when these health situations are
resolved, people have great improvements in the
quality of their lives. In many cases, they �nally
can live pain free with peace and joy in their
lives again.

Innovative care...Powerful results. You can’t have
nerve pressure or pinched nerves and resolve your
neuropathy.

We use the latest in technology. Our nerve
enhancing protocols enable us to restore the
feeling in your hands or feet, sleep better at
night, reduce pain medication, relieve pain &
numbness, and restore your balance &mobility.
Imagine…

Tens of millions su�er with Neuropathy pain, and
then don’t know where to turn...

Call now to �nd out if you are a candidate for this treatment.
970-663-4494

Are you a
candidate for this
Breakthrough
Treatment?

WE CAN HELP YOU.

When you call we will set up an
appointment for the doctor to
perform a FREE examination
and consultation to �nd out
if you are a candidate for this
procedure.

Add some peace to your life
or to the life of someone you
love. Call me today to make an
appointment.
�ank you,
Dr. Carla Irven D.C.

Call now to �nd
out if you are a

candidate for this
procedure

970-663-4494

RockyMountain
Spine &Disc
340W 37th St.

Loveland, CO 80538

*No side e�ects
*Walking pain free
*No fear of stumbling
*Sleeping all through the night
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1302 S Shields St. A 1-3

Fort Collins, CO

970-682-2667

970-682-2667

Dr. John A. Smith D.C.

the wrong side of a fire line
like that.”

Hearrived theafternoonof
March15 to find19 vehicles at
the nearly full parking lot. Er-
ratic winds at times covered
the area in a thick haze as the

glowing flames came closer.
Four children and awoman

who had respiratory issues
were put in vehicles in the
middle of the lot. They turned
the air conditioner on “high”
and set it to recirculate the air.
Therestof theroughly40to50
people — and one horse —
stood outside. Vehicles were
moved tohelp create abarrier
between people and the ap-

proaching fire, according to
the sheriff’s report.

Stewartworkedwithsever-
al Larimer County Emergen-
cy Services specialists, Colo-
rado Division of Wildlife offi-
cers and Poudre Fire Author-
ity firefighters to protect the
people as the fire approached
from the northeast and north-
west of the lot.

The smoke was the worst

part, Stewart said.
“There were times you

could only see a couple cars
away,” he said.

The approaching flames
varied widely in size but were
frequentlyashighas15feetor
more. Firefighters on the
scene set backfires with
torches, creating a barrier by
burning out vegetation before
the advancing wildfire

reached it.
“For the limited resources

we had at the time, I think we
did pretty well,” PFA fire-
fighter Brian Onikeit said.

After about 45minutes, the
conditions allowed for people
to start evacuating. DOWoffi-
cers and deputies escorted
people out in convoys, two to
three cars at a time.

“Everyone was extremely

cooperative,” Stewart said. “I
really applaud the folks who
where there.”

Heandthefirefighterssaid
it’s positive to see through
events like this how well the
local agencies can work to-
gether in an emergency.

Eventually the lotwas used
as a center for firefighter op-
erations, and the fire burned
all the way around it.

Hikers
Continued from Page A1

He said if Rinker was neg-
ligent, he might think differ-
ently, but it was clearly amis-
take.

However, neighbor Julie
Brewen wrote Larimer Coun-
tyDistrict Attorney Cliff Rie-
del asking him “to pursue
prosecution to the fullest ex-
tent against Mr. Rinker.”
Rinker’s previous fire burned
part of her yard, according to
the letter.

“My husband and son are
very afraid,” she wrote.

The sheriff’s report says
Rinker’s electric-fence de-
vice was connected to a 100-
foot extension cord that was
plugged into a power strip
plugged into another exten-
sioncordplugged intoanelec-
trical outlet.

“Myhouse looks like amad
scientist’s house,” said Rink-
er, who looks more like a uni-
versity professor than the
stereotypical mad scientist

he continues with his home
projects.

Burning hoses,
shoelaces

The grass was especially
dry March 15 as Rinker was
on the ground, fashioning his
fenceat thehomeoverlooking
the state park.

He saw the spark catch in
the grass “like tissue paper.”
It rapidly multiplied in the
time it took him to stand.

Rinker,whoholds adoctor-
ate in physics, retired to Fort
Collins after more than 30
years at the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory in New
Mexico, where his work in-
cluded theoretical physics
and nuclearweapons. He said
he keeps himself busy with
projects like the electric
fence to keep his mind sharp.

When his fence sparked,
Rinker first tried stomping
the flames out with his feet.
He went to use a hose, but he
was having troublewith a spi-
got. He was seen running
“helter-skelter” through
flames, burning his shoelaces
as he used a shovel to bat the
fire, according to the sheriff’s
report.

Neighbors Ryan Phelps,
45, and his son Nathan, 9,

rushed down to help Rinker
with the fire. They arrived to
see a 40-foot-wide flame.

Phelps said they soon real-
ized aproblemwith thehoses:
The fire’s heat had melted
themshut, stoppinganywater
from flowing out.

“My dad grabbed a hose,”
Nathan said. “He cut the end
offandhanded it tome ... Ihad
to spray the decks, a tree,
there was a bush that caught
on fire, and I got burned a lit-
tle bit.”

Despite receiving a burn
on his arm, Nathan said he
was mostly excited.

“Nathan never acted like
he was afraid,” Rinker said,
addingthatatonepointhehad
fireonthreesides.“Thosetwo
saved my house from burn-
ing.”

A restless
‘mad scientist’

Phelps said he’s not mad at
Rinker for starting the fire.

“I don’twant to cause fires.
But if we’re going to have
them anyway, I’d just as soon
have them in March, with the
scrub burned down before
July,” Phelps said.

The High Park Fire last
year came close to their
neighborhood, and it was
evacuated twice.

“We’re gradually getting
insulated by a large buffer
zone around the neighbor-
hood,” Phelps said.

“Doc” in“Back to theFuture.”
The affable physicist with

blue eyes, white hair and a
well-kept beard wore a mint-
condition beige Members
Only jacket when hemetwith
the Coloradoan to discuss the
wildfire. He declined to be
photographed.

He said the electric fence
was intended to keep deer
away from his plants and to
keep his dog contained to the
yard.

His other projects have in-
cluded a vermin-repelling
contraptionwithametal trash
can on cinder blocks over
metal mesh. When a raccoon
attracted to garbage stood on
the mesh and touched the
trash can, it received a nonle-
thal zap of electricity. Some-
times Rinker set it up to acti-
vateoutdoor lightssohecould
catch a glimpse of the animal.

“Iwanted to train raccoons
that garbage cans were bad

news,” Rinker said, adding
that it didn’t take long for all
the raccoons in the neighbor-
hood to learn. “After a few
days, they never came back.”

One time, a skunk got
shocked by a similar experi-
ment and reacted naturally.
ThesmellrousedRinkerfrom
sleep.

“He must’ve shot out ev-
erything he had,” he said of
the pungent skunk spray.

Rinker has built his own
home humidifier, front-door
thermometer and coffee-
grinder timer. He said he’ll

keep his hose handy in the fu-
ture, but the Galena Fire
hasn’t deterred him from tin-
kering.

“I am what I am,” Rinker
said. “I don’t think I’m any
more dangerous than the av-
erage pot smoker.”

Still, he regrets the wild-
fire and is sorry to the people
it affected.

“There was absolutely no
one to blame but me,” Rinker
said. “If that’s not the worst
I’ve felt about anything inmy
life, that wasn’t enough for
me.”

Electric
Continued from Page A1


