
The founder of ToMS – the 
Californian company that gives a 
pair of ShoeS to a Child in need 
for every pair of shoes Sold across 
the world – talks to us about why he 
gives stuff away.

giving it 
hiS all

Phwoooooar. Let’s get that out of the 
way first. Blake Mycoskie has our attention. A 
game-changer, thought leader, risk-taker, and let’s 
not mince words, a bloody good sort. He may even 
look a little familiar. That’s because back in 2000, 
he appeared on the television series ‘The Amazing 
Race’.  During the show he was sent to Argentina, 
where he promised to return one day.  Even though 
he missed out on the million dollar prize by an 
excruciating four minutes, he still has the same drive 
for everything he does. 

To say Texan-born Blake has an entrepreneurial 
drive is like saying Roger Federer is an okay tennis 
player. He created no less than five other companies 
before he founded TOMS.  It was during a break 
from gruelling 90-hour weeks running an online 
drivers’ education site, that he re-visited South 
America. Sitting in a café he overheard some women 
discussing how they were going to collect slightly 
used shoes from wealthy families in Buenos Aires to 
distribute to children in need. So he volunteered to 
help. 

 “What started as a simple idea almost 7 years ago 
is now a living and breathing organisation helping to 
provide new shoes to children and saving people’s 

sight. Originally, I had only intended to 
provide for 250 kids in a community in 
Argentina and to date, TOMS has given 
over 2 million pairs of new shoes to children 
in need and helped to restore over 100,000 
people with their sight” says Blake. 

He says he couldn’t have done it alone. “The 
majority of our success has to do with luck 
and our growing community of supporters 
around the world. When starting TOMS, I 
had no experience in fashion or shoemaking. 
However, I was able to surround myself with 
the right people who had experience, which 
enabled me to learn very quickly. I also had a 
team in the US who were just as eager to learn 
with me and help me get TOMS to where it 
is today. Similarly, we’ve been very fortunate 
to have a great community of supporters who 
tell their friends, family, and even strangers 
about TOMS and help us to provide for those 

in need around the world.”
Why give so much away? “Giving is what fuels 

us. We are in a business to help those in need and 
TOMS helps to keep this model sustainable. I could 
have easily started a non-profit and gone out for 
donations on a regular basis. But what happens when 
the donors choose another organisation to support? 
Through TOMS, we are able to repeat give and 
ensure that kids have the proper fitting shoe as they 
grow up.”  

His advice to budding entrepreneurs is to never 
quit. “It’s all a matter of finding something you are 
passionate about, surrounding yourself with people 
who are willing and able to help you, and asking a lot 
of questions!” 

We can help solve a treatable global 
issue. Around the world, 285 
million people are blind or have a 
visual impairment. 80% of those 
cases can be cured or treated. One 
pair of Toms eyewear = sight for 
one person. 

New shoes lead to better health 
and education. Millions of children 
have inadequate footwear or no 
shoes at all. Yet shoes can protect 
from infection, parasites, and 
disease; complete a school uniform, 
providing access to education. One 
pair of shoes you buy, TOMS gives 
a pair to a child in need. 

THE FACTS

+++
For more info on TOMS visit 
TOMS.cOM

Blake’s key 
steps 
to start 
something 
that matters: 
Face your 
Fears.
Be 
resourceful.
keep it 
simple.
Build trust.
giving 
is good 
Business.
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