
TRAGIC IRAQ MILESTONE
An explosion under a U.S. vehicle
kills three soldiers in Iraq, pushing
the death toll to 500. 10-11A

CRASH KILLS TEEN, HURTS 5
A 17-year-old boy dies and five
others are hurt in a high-speed
wreck. Denver & The West, 1B

SUPER SCOUTING REPORT
Peyton Manning’s been nearly
perfect; Philly’s aching for a win.
There’s plenty of drama in today’s
AFC-NFC title matches. Sports, 1C

A LOVE AFFAIR
WITH PARTS EAST
From the wishknot
pendant to the bonsai,
timeless Asian style
is never lost in
translation. Learn
what’s hot in Asian
decor, cuisine and
fashion, and get
recipes from some of
Denver’s best
restaurants.
Style, Section L
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INSIDE

By Jennifer Alsever
and Kelly Pate Dwyer
Denver Post Business Writers

American consumers are worship-
ing at the altar of the low-carb econo-
my, and the nation’s food producers
are right behind them.

Feeding the frenzy of New Year’s
diet resolutions, restaurants are pitch-
ing bunless hamburgers and low-carb
pizzas to the estimated 17 million
Americans on formal low-carb diets
and another 42 million cutting back
on carbohydrates.

“It’s the wildest thing I’ve ever seen
in the restaurant business in years,”

said Wendy Aiello, a Denver market-
ing consultant who has spent a decade
working on behalf of local restau-
rants.

“Every other chain restaurant is de-
veloping a low-carb menu,” she said.

Convenience stores are hawking
low-carb shakes and chocolate bars.
Even Heinz — the company that
brought you green and purple ketchup
— has plans for a low-carb condi-
ment.

Big brewing companies are spar-
ring in TV ads for the attention of con-
sumers who are, indeed, worried that
one beer (Coors Light) has a couple
more carbs than its competitor (Miche-

lob Ultra).
Books explaining the ins and outs of

the South Beach, Atkins, Protein Pow-
er and Sugar Busters programs that
avoid sugars and starches and pro-
mote protein-rich foods, such as beef
and bacon, are staples on the best-sell-
er lists. As many as 75 startup busi-
nesses promise new low-carb products
and services.

Sales of low-carb foods are getting
fatter. Nutrition Business Journal esti-
mates sales reached $1.4 billion in
2003 and could eventually reach $3 bil-
lion. But is the hype enough to sustain
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A preschool reported
four times that Gianni
Barrera, 4, had
suspicious marks and
bruises on his body. The
boy was killed months
later by his mother’s
boyfriend.

The loss of innocents
Colorado children are

dying from neglect and

abuse even after social

service agencies receive

warnings of trouble.

Yet a state system created

to learn from the deaths

often fails to explain

what goes wrong.

Low-carb dieters offer businesses a meaty opportunity

Virgil Wagner, 7, drowned
last year in an Adams
County retention pond while
unsupervised. Before his
death, social workers had
received 20 calls about children
connected to the household
where he lived.

By Michael Riley and Chris Frates
Denver Post Staff Writers

U.S. Rep. Tom Tancredo’s proposed amendment to
the state constitution to cut off services to illegal
immigrants would, if passed, ripple through every Col-
orado county and state agency, and could alter the
way the state doles out everything from vaccinations
to driver’s licenses, legal experts say.

Supporters still have to collect tens of thousands of
signatures in a few months to put the amendment on
the ballot, then convince voters that eliminating all
non-emergency state services to thousands of illegal
immigrants is good public policy.

But based on similar efforts in other states — a
ballot initiative in Arizona this year has drawn the
approval of 70 percent of likely voters in recent polls
— that will be the easy part.

The hard part will be working out the amendment’s
scope and how to implement it — questions that will
largely be answered in the courts, experts say.

“Virtually everything the state of Colorado does is
going to be affected by this,” said Mark Grueskin, a
Denver lawyer who has helped put several prominent
initiatives on the ballot.

“It is going to put a huge burden on government
employees, and it’s going to have unintended conse-
quences the likes of which are almost impossible to
fathom,” he said.

Reached by telephone late Saturday in Arizona, Tan-
credo said the amendment would mandate that all
county and state agencies require proof of citizenship

SEE TANCREDO ON 16A

IN BUSINESS
Appetite for profits:
Companies from
restaurants to
warehouses to
bakeries are looking
for a piece of the
low-carb pie. And, of
course, there are
rebels fighting the food
trend. Read more about
how businesses are
looking for profits on
the plate in Section K.

I
n 41 percent of Colorado’s child
abuse and neglect deaths dur-
ing the past decade, social ser-
vice agencies charged with pro-
tecting children had warnings
— sometimes numerous warn-

ings — of problems in the home, a
Denver Post investigation found.

Some children died after casework-
ers were repeatedly told about inju-
ries or after their supervisors failed
to pursue complaints. Others died af-
ter hospitals sent them home with
fractured skulls or police failed to re-
port recurrent domestic violence.

In one case that ended with a mur-
dered family, an abuse investigator
thought a girl was making up stories
about her stepfather hitting her and
her brother. The caseworker didn’t
know the stepfather had previously
been in prison for fracturing the skull
of his 22-month-old stepson and de-
stroying nearly half of his brain.

An examination of state records
shows that child welfare agencies
were involved before the deaths of at
least 107 of 258 children who were
victims of suspected abuse or neglect
from 1993 through 2002.

Yet in nearly half of those cases, a
state system created to learn from
child abuse deaths has reported noth-
ing about those prior contacts.

In an effort to understand how well
Colorado’s child protection system re-
sponds to complaints of abuse or ne-
glect, The Post spent eight months re-
viewing reports obtained through
open-records requests, researching
court documents and interviewing
caseworkers, state and county offi-
cials and relatives of victims.

The newspaper’s investigation
found:
:Mistakes in child abuse cases can

remain hidden indefinitely. Nearly all
counties responsible for handling
child abuse complaints claim that
records of their involvement are con-
fidential, even after a child’s death.
: State record keeping is so unreli-

able that some children killed by
abuse and neglect are not included.
Also, Colorado officials recently real-
ized that five children initially report-
ed to the federal government as fatal

SEE ABUSE ON 20A

An autopsy found that Amanda Gallegos, 19 months, died after an internal hemorrhage, possi-
bly caused by repeated blows to the body or a fatal squeeze. At least eight times, the Adams
County abuse line received calls about her and her sister, who had nearly died months before.
The last time, a caseworker allegedly dismissed bruises along Amanda’s spine. STORY, 21A

Tanner Dowler, 2
months, was beaten to
death in Boulder County
in October 2002. Despite
warnings, the county
failed to locate the
newborn and his parents
until it was too late.
The state issued a
five-page report critical
of the county’s child
welfare agency.

The El Paso County Hu-
man Services Department
waited 10 days to check
bruises on 1-year-old
Isaiah Oliva. He drowned
in a bathtub eight days
after a hospital sent him
home with a fractured
skull that had been pre-
ceded by other injuries.

Tancredo
plan vague,
critics say
Proof of citizenship would be
required for most state services

A THREE-PART SERIES BY DENVER POST STAFF WRITER DAVID OLINGER

Voice of the Rocky Mountain Empire

Jimmy Wood, age 7 in this
photo, was 14 when he died in
a foster home of an apparent
prescription drug overdose. A
four-sentence state report did
not mention how he died or that
he was a foster child.

By Adam Nagourney
The New York Times

DES MOINES, Iowa — Democratic presidential
candidates campaigned furiously across Iowa on Sat-
urday as they approached the conclusion of a competi-
tive fight that party officials said would set the tone
for the rest of the nomination battle.

What until just last week had seemed like a
two-way contest for first place between Howard Dean
and Rep. Dick Gephardt of Missouri has turned into
what Democrats described as a four-way free-for-all
heading into Monday night’s caucuses.

In campaign headquarters across this unseasonably
warm state capital, senior advisers struggled to fig-
ure who was up and who was down, prompting an
ever-changing and dizzying volley of strategic at-
tacks.

At the center of those calculations was Dean, the
former governor of Vermont, who in recent days has
suffered an erosion in his position here and across the
nation, according to Democratic officials and Dean’s
advisers.

Several Democrats said that the very thing Dean
had long offered as his greatest strength as a candi-
date — his ability to confront President Bush with a
strong ideological challenge, fueled by huge numbers
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By Kirk Mitchell
Denver Post Staff Writer

In the vigilante Old West, cattle
barons paid bounty hunters $500 a
head to cull the prairie’s rustler
population.

Today, lawmen can only sling
bad cowboys in the pokey — and
they aren’t having much luck at
that.

But with cattle prices spiking re-
cently, some deputies and ranchers
worry that modern rustlers will be
tempted to ride the range again
looking for easy prey.

Sheriff’s deputies hoping to
thwart them will warn ranchers to
brand all their cattle and be wary
of cowboys cruising dusty prairie
roads.

“With the high market prices
(for beef), it’s going to be another
target for criminals again,” said
Monty Lemley, a commander in
the Weld County Sheriff’s Office
who has been chasing cattle rus-
tlers for 20 years. “It could be pret-
ty profitable for the cow thief.”

Beef prices have been as high
the past year as some ranchers
can recall, said Lemley, whose
family also runs a cattle ranch.

A combination of factors has con-
tributed to higher beef prices.

Many ranchers sold off their
herds the past few years as the
drought withered prairie pastures,
and the beef supply dropped. At
the same time, the Atkins diet and
aggressive beef ads raised de-
mand. The mad cow disease scare
recently has pushed beef prices
down, but they are still high.

Up to 700 bulls and cows are re-
ported stolen or lost from Colo-
rado prairies and mountain pas-
tures each year, said Gary Shoun,
who runs Colorado’s brand inspec-
tion program. And officials esti-
mate that one in four Colorado
ranchers have had cattle stolen.

Ten times that many are stolen
in Texas alone, and thousands
more are taken all across the coun-
try every year.

“It’s a bigger problem than it
was in the older days,” said Larry
Gray, law enforcement director of
the Texas and Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association.

Plastic surgeon Alexander Mc-
Culloch bought 24,000 acres south-
east of Colorado Springs 10 years
ago and hired cowhands to oversee
a herd of up to 1,000 cattle.

But most of those years, a very
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Rustlers may ride again
on the Colorado plains
High prices, low risk attract cattle thieves

In Iowa, Dems
wrapping up
a feverish fight
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