
BY NOAH HAGLUND
The Post and Courier

No obvious mechanical problems 
caused a plane crash in Charleston Har-
bor near Mount Pleasant last month, kill-
ing the two people aboard, the National 
Transportation Safety Board said.

The finding was part of a preliminary 
report posted on the NTSB’s Web site this 
week.  A more complete report isn’t ex-
pected for at least six months.

The 1943 Boeing Stearman PT-17 bi-
plane smashed into Crab Bank during a 
sightseeing flight just before 7 p.m. May 
23. 

Pilot Ralph Brown, 61, and passenger 
Jim Powers, 76, both of James Island, died 
at the scene. The men were Air Force vet-

erans and friends through church.
Brown was a fixture at the Charleston 

Executive Airport on Johns Island and 
co-owner of the Air Tiger aerial tour 
company based there.

“He was competent, qualified and ca-
pable,” said Chris Cochran, a friend and 
the plane’s co-owner. “We worked hand 
in hand together for seven years.”

Brown once flew the same plane to Il-
linois and back, Cochran said. The week-
end before the crash, Brown piloted it to 
the Mid-Atlantic Fly-In and Sport Avia-
tion Convention, an air show in Lumber-
ton, N.C. At the show, the Federal Avia-

tion Administration looked it over.
Friends and family plan to gather at the 

Charleston Executive Airport to honor 
Brown on a yet-to-be-determined date, 
Cochran said.

What caused a crash involving a highly 
regarded pilot and a well-maintained 
plane will remain a mystery for now. 
NTSB preliminary reports do not usu-
ally draw conclusions about crashes. 
They compile basic information about 
the plane, the pilot and weather condi-
tions.

It was a clear evening with winds from 
the east when eyewitnesses saw the vin-

tage World War II plane plummet steadily 
toward the water, the NTSB report says. 

When it came about 20 feet from the 
surface, it began to climb before bank-
ing to the right and descending into the 
water.

 The right wing hit first, followed by the 
nose and tail assembly.

The wreck of a Cessna 340A on the 
wet, stormy afternoon of Dec. 22 also 
remained under investigation, according 
to the NTSB. A New Bern, N.C., surgeon, 
his wife and their two daughters in their 
20s died when the airplane plunged into 
the Stono River.

BY SCHUYLER KROPF

The Post and Courier

If you’re Internet-savvy, or even an 
amateur filmmaker with the political 
bug, you might be able to ask a question 
at next month’s Democratic presidential 
debate at The Citadel.

 CNN and YouTube, the Internet video-
swap site, announced a political cyber-
space experiment Thursday in which 
computer users will submit all the can-
didate questions online via video. Thou-
sands of entries are expected for the first 
debate of its kind, to be held July 23.

When the editing is done by CNN news 
officials, 20 to 30 clips are expected to 
make the cut for the candidates on stage.

The submissions will define the two-
hour debate, officials said, and no jour-
nalists other than host Anderson Cooper 
will intercede as the eight invited candi-
dates give answers.

No subject is off-limits, including the 
war in Iraq, the minimum wage, global 
warming or changes in health care.

Creativity of the entries is being stressed, 
officials said, such as using a noisy emer-
gency room as a background to discuss 
nursing shortages, a polluted river to 
talk about the environment, or charts or 
graphics that might show job losses in 
South Carolina’s textile towns. All sub-
missions must be 30 seconds or shorter.

“We’re really looking forward to pulling 
this off and, I think, redefining presiden-
tial debates,” David Bohrman, senior vice 
president and Washington bureau chief 
for CNN, said during a conference call.

Having “live” members of the public ask 
questions at presidential debates, or get-
ting them to submit questions in advance, 
is not new.

But YouTube officials say the format 
will more “democratize” the debate pro-
cess because submissions will come from 
all over, not from voters specifically in-
vited to the event.

Entries that are “compelling, personal 
and relevant” will have a leg up, said Steve 
Grove, YouTube editor of news and poli-
tics.

“Don’t underestimate the production 
value of what we’re going to see,” Bohrman 
said, adding that a successful submission 
will be more than someone “staring into a 
camera” and go “beyond the ordinary.”

Submissions are being accepted now 
and will be available for viewing on the 
YouTube site as they come in.

None of the films will be rated for popu-
larity so as not to tip off the candidates 
about what dominant issues are surfacing 
among party voters.

Chad Hurley, CEO and founder of 
YouTube, said the format will allow the
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Vance McCollum works to clear the dig site and define the shape of a 30 million-year-old sea turtle fossil related to the modern leatherback in a ditch 
behind Brandymill subdivision Thursday in Summerville.

Scientists dig this turtle

BY LUCIA WALINCHUS
The Post and Courier

What’s more shocking than finding a 
sea turtle in Summerville? 

Finding out it’s been there for 30 mil-
lion years.

Paleontologists from the South Caro-
lina State Museum unearthed the reptile 
Thursday from a drainage ditch. The find 
is considered one of the most significant 
in the state’s natural history.

“What’s neat about this turtle is you can 
see how much of it is still sitting there, 
still associated, still together,” said Jim 
Knight, chief curator of natural history 
at the museum, who led the dig. “You 
just never find one like that. That’s just 

amazing to me. This is the best one I’ve 
ever seen.”

Slowly, a beige shell began to emerge 
from the earth as volunteers kept digging. 
The fossil was about 4 feet long and 3 feet 
wide, with an intricate scale pattern and 
three ridges going down the back. 

The U.S. Geological Survey used 
uranium-thorium dating to determine 
the approximate age of the reptile, which 
swam around Charleston during the 
Oligocene epoch,  when the shoreline was 
farther north. 

The turtle belongs to the now-extinct 
Psephophorus s.p. turtle genus, related 
to the modern-day leatherback turtle. But 

30 million-year-old specimen 
unearthed from Summerville ditch

Why plane
crashed still
unknown

Be part of the debate
Are you interested in submitting a 

video question for the Democrats’ July 
23 presidential debate at The Citadel?

First, it will take some knowledge of 
the Internet and uploading video into a 
computer.

Start by going to www.YouTube.com/
debates to see an introduction to the 
project and several examples of already 
finished videos.

For your submission, be original, be 
creative, but also get your question 
across in 30 seconds or less, organizers 
say.

The cutoff date for all submissions is 
July 22, but the earlier the better.

YouTube
wants
candidate
questions

FILE/TYRONE WALKER/STAFF

Police wade while inspecting the wreckage of a World War II-era Stearman biplane May 23 that crashed into Crab 
Bank near the water’s edge in Mount Pleasant, killing the two people aboard.

Please see DEBATE, Page 3B

Digital standardized tests might cost $58M
BY MINDY B. HAGEN
The Post and Courier

Converting the paper-and-pencil stan-
dardized tests given in South Carolina 
schools to a computerized format could 
cost $58 million, according to a report 
presented at a State Board of Education 
meeting this week. 

The report conducted by the Data Rec-
ognition Corp. examined the feasibility 
of switching all state assessments — such 

as end-of-course tests in high school and 
the Palmetto Achievement Challenge 
Tests in third through eighth grades — to 
computers. 

Electronic testing has emerged as a hot 
topic within Palmetto State education 
circles, as Superintendent of Education 
Jim Rex, local school district leaders 
and parents are noticing the disadvan-
tages associated with the current testing 
method. 

Teachers and parents often complain 

about the wait time for results, as stu-
dents spend weeks taking spring exams 
but don’t receive scores until fall. 

Computerized tests would lead to more 
immediate results, but the study found 
that many South Carolina schools lack 
the technology infrastructure necessary 
to bring about a statewide change. Ac-
cording to the report, roughly 30 per-
cent of school computers would need 
some form of upgrade to accommodate 
electronic testing. The state would need 

to purchase 32,500 ad-
ditional computers to 
bring about a ratio of 
one computer for every 
four students, which 
would be advisable be-
fore switching to com-
puterized exams. 

Rex, who wants to 
scrap the PACT exams 
in favor of interim tests 
to gauge student progress throughout 
the year, said he wasn’t surprised by the 
$58 million cost and called that figure a 
“conservative” estimate. 

“I thought it would have a high price 
tag because we are far from where we 
need to be,” Rex said. “Keeping up with 
technology requires an ongoing commit-
ment.”

Despite the costs, school district in-
structional leaders said an investment in 
computers would be a wise use of state 
money. Mike Turner, Berkeley’s assistant 
superintendent for learning services, said 
more computers would help boost in-
struction in classrooms across the state. 

“This should be an extremely high 

State school board hears pluses, minuses on conversion

Cyber experiment set
for debate at Citadel

 

Rex

 

Jim Knight (left) and Vance McCollum apply plaster to a piece of the 
sea turtle fossil.

On the Web For more photographs of the fossil dig, 
visit www.charleston.net/webextras.Please see TURTLE, Page 3B

Please see TESTS, Page 3B
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Deputies seek cause 
of teenager’s death

WALTERBORO — Authorities 
were investigating the death of a 
14-year-old boy found on a path 
Wednesday off Brittlebank Road 
but had not determined how he 
died.

The path where the youth was 
found leads from Koth Street to 
Brittlebank Road near Walter-
boro, a release states. The Col-
leton County Coroner’s Office 
expected to know more after an 
autopsy Thursday.

The child had a history of 
medical problems, but it was 
unknown whether they caused 
his death, the sheriff’s office said. 
Deputies are treating the inves-
tigation as a homicide, which is 
standard when they do not know 
how a person died.

Boater reports hand 
seen in Shem Creek

MOUNT PLEASANT — Rescue 
workers were searching Shem 
Creek at high tide Thursday for 
possible human remains.

At about 5:30 p.m., a boater re-
ported seeing what was thought 
to be a hand at the surface of the 
water, police Lt. Amy McCarthy 
said. 

Mount Pleasant police and 
firefighters and members of the 
Charleston County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad searched the area 
near Mill Street late into the 
evening.

Ashley bridge power 
cable breaks loose

A 15-foot-long piece of a cable 
that provides power for the 
Ashley River drawbridges broke 
loose from its mooring at the 
bottom of the river and floated to 
the surface near the West Ashley 
side of the river, the state Depart-
ment of Transportation said 
Thursday.

“There’s no danger to boat traf-
fic and car traffic,” DOT spokes-
man James Law said.

It will take about two weeks to 
re-anchor the section of power 
cable. The DOT is in the process 
of contracting the work, which is 
estimated to cost about $17,000, 
Law said.

Staff reports–

Briefly Hoisington deputies eyeing post
BY SCHUYLER KROPF
The Post and Courier

The top two lieutenants of former 
Solicitor Ralph Hoisington are the 
leading candidates to be appointed 
his successor by the governor.

Deputy Solicitor Blair Jennings, 
who oversees prosecutions in 
Berkeley County, and Scarlett 
Wilson, chief deputy solicitor in 
Charleston County, both are in-
terested in taking over as the 9th 
Circuit’s top prosecutor.

Two-term Republican incumbent 
Ralph Hoisington, 59, passed away 
from pancreatic cancer Saturday.

The vacancy has sparked a round 
of speculation in the local legal 
and political community, largely 
because the choice could be in of-
fice for years to come. Whomever 
is appointed is likely to have an eye 
toward defending the seat at the 
polls next November.

The opening already has trig-
gered some political pressure on 
Gov. Mark Sanford. The voting 
records of both prosecutors have 
been examined by local Republi-
cans to see how active they were in 
recent party primaries.

Both Wilson and Jennings con-
firmed their interest in the post 

Thursday but declined to say much 
else. Both worked for Hoisington 
for about six years.

Jennings, 36, grew up in Mount 
Pleasant, received his undergradu-
ate degree from Emory University 
and graduated from the University 
of South Carolina School of Law in 
1996, clerking with the solicitor’s 
office in Columbia for two years 
of that time. He worked as a pri-
vate practice attorney in Columbia 
until he was hired by Hoisington 
after he was elected in 2000.

Wilson, 39, is a native of Heming-
way. She graduated from Clemson 
University and then USC Law, in 

1992. After clerking for Circuit 
Judge Don S. Rushing, she worked 
as an assistant solicitor before join-
ing the U.S. Attorney’s Office and 
its Violent Crimes Task Force in 
1995. She also began working for 
Hoisington after his election.

Under state law, Sanford will 
make the pick, but it would be-
come official with the consent of 
the Senate, which could come at 
any time during the next State-
house session.

Sanford spokesman Joel Sawyer 
said there is no timetable to fill the 
vacancy, although the selection is 
likely to come “sooner rather than 
later,” he said.

A lobbying, phone-calling and 
letter-writing campaign to the 

governor’s office is expected to 
grow in the coming days from 
both attorneys and party leaders 
looking to influence the choice.

There is also a chance that others 
may come forward from outside 
the solicitor’s office to seek the 
job, either by approaching Sanford 
now, or next year as challengers in 
the party primaries.

Sawyer declined to say whether 
the governor has someone in mind 
or who he’s consulting with locally 
about the vacancy.

“We talk to a lot of people 
throughout the process,” he said.

Reach Schuyler Kropf at 
skropf@postandcourier.com or 
937-5551.

2 lieutenants lead list for 9th Circuit prosecutor

MELISSA HANELINE/STAFF

Building the future

On the Web
For more photos from the 
“Let Go of My Legos” camp, visit 
www.charleston.net/webextras.

Andrew Williams (from left), Mark Jenkins, Jackson Inabinett and Joseph 
Hansknecht test their Lego car creations Thursday against the parameters 
of a challenge course. Trident Technical College’s summer camp program 
“Let Go of My Legos” is a weeklong program designed to build basic 
engineering and logical thinking skills.

Iraqi seeks 
insight on 
Chas. visit
BY DAVID SLADE
The Post and Courier

What questions might Lowcoun-
try residents ask if they could sit 
down and talk with a young man 
from war-torn Iraq?

Haider Hamza , 22, hopes to find 
out today  as part of a scholarly 
road trip that’s been dubbed “Ask 
an Iraqi.”

And he’ll be asking some ques-
tions of his own.

“It’s basically to 
engage with peo-
ple from across 
the U.S. to see 
what they know 
a b out  w h at ’s 
happening in 
Iraq, and how 
they feel about 
it,” said Hamza, 
the son of a re-
tired Iraqi ambassador who spent 
parts of the past four years embed-
ded with U.S. troops as a freelance 
journalist. 

“First I want to see what they 
know,” Hamza said. “Then I would 
ask them if this war has changed 
their lives at all.

“I know it changed mine.”
Hamza will be in the heart of 

Charleston’s tourism district at 10 
a.m. today , with a film crew from 
the television show “This Ameri-
can Life” in tow, looking to speak 
with people at a booth at Market 
and Meeting streets.

Reach David Slade at 937-5552 
or dslade@postandcourier.com.

Hamza

 

 

Sneak peek planned for 
upcoming Parish auction
BY SCHUYLER KROPF
The Post and Courier

The buildup to the July 13-14 
auction of Al Parish’s assets will 
include a push for early media ex-
posure to help build momentum.

Officials behind the auction are 
planning a media day July 12 to let 
reporters walk though the hundreds 
of items and see what’s for sale. The 
idea is to get the word out on TV and 
in print, which would increase foot 
traffic and the chance of sales.

Parish’s collection of art, clothes, 
prints and other investable items 
will be auctioned at the Charleston 
Area Convention Center. Proceeds 
will help pay investors who say 

they lost tens of millions 
of dollars in Parish’s col-
lapsed investment pools.

There will be a small ad-
mission fee, a charge that 
will be rebated to success-
ful bidders.

The media day an-
nouncement came as the 
federal judge overseeing 
Parish’s fraud case ap-
proved several housekeeping mat-
ters Thursday, including the April 
bill for the company assigned to 
tabulate his assets.

Hays Financial Consulting of 
Atlanta has collected more than $1 
million by liquidating and freezing 
Parish’s accounts. But the bill was 

nearly $350,000 in April 
as a team of lawyers, ac-
countants and appraisers 
worked long days at rates 
from $60 to $470 an hour.

No one at the hearing 
spoke in opposition to 
the bill amount, which 
U.S. District Judge David 
Norton called part of “a 
Herculean effort” to track 

Parish’s wealth.
Parish, a former economist at 

Charleston Southern University, 
was arrested in April and charged 
with 10 counts of criminal fraud 
surrounding his investments. He 
is free on $1 million bail while the 
charges against him play out.

Parish

knowledge of the genus is spotty at 
best because scientists usually find 
only little pieces of shell. Knight 
said that’s why he’s particularly ex-
cited to get a complete specimen, 
saying it will help to shed light on 
the mysterious genus.

Freelance graphics designer Paul 
Bailey co-founded the Lowcoun-
try Fossil Club six years ago and 
often goes around with a metal 
stick, prodding for fossils. 

Then, one day in late May, while 
searching around a drainage ditch 
behind Brandymill subdivision in 
Summerville, Bailey struck light-
ning.

“I started to slowly dig it out ... 
just to get a small piece,” Bailey 
said. “So I kept digging until I re-
alized it was a complete shell. And 
then that’s when I got excited.”

When Bailey first discovered the 
animal and realized he couldn’t 
dig it out alone, he got in touch 
with Vance McCollum, a fellow 
club member who also volunteers 
for the State Museum as a field liai-
son. The club waited anxiously for 
paleontologists to arrive, hoping 

that no curious passers-by would 
disturb their find.

The ditch f lowed with ankle-
deep water from recent rains as a 
team of local and state volunteers 
carefully dug out the muck around 
the fossil. 

“Kids sit out there and say, ‘Yeah, 
I want to be a paleontologist,’ ” 
Knight said jokingly as he swung 
the pickax again into the mud on 
a humid Lowcountry day. 

The team plans to cover the fossil 
in plaster to protect the outer edge, 
then flip it over so they can protect 
the bottom as well for transport. 

After scientists have studied it, 
the fossil eventually will go on 
display at the State Museum in 
Columbia.

Reach Lucia Walinchus at 
lwalinchus@postandcourier.com 
or 937-5921.

Royle
Lincolnville Rd.

Ashley River

Ladson Rd.

Old Trolley Rd.

Summerville

Lincolnville

Ladson
Jamison Rd.

Royle
Lincolnville Rd.

Ashley River

Ladson Rd.

Old Trolley Rd.

Summerville

Lincolnville

Ladson
Jamison Rd.

Ashley River

Ladson Rd.

Old Trolley Rd.

Ladson
Jamison Rd.

Ashley RiverAshley RiverAshley River

Ladson Rd.

Ladson Rd.

Ladson Rd.

Old Trolley Rd.

Old Trolley Rd.

Old Trolley Rd.

Brandy Mill Blvd.Brandy Mill Blvd.

LadsonLadsonLadson
Jamison Rd.
Jamison Rd.
Jamison Rd.

MilesMiles

SOURCE: ESRI STAFF

BBB

MM

Fossilized turtle 
remains foundDigging 

up a turtle
Tests on 
computer

priority,” Turner said. “Com-
puterized tests are far and away 
a superior mode of assessment. 
The payoff would not be only for 
the testing program but for the 
entire instructional program.”

Rex said three testing-related 
task forces will further delve into 
the report this summer before 
education officials decide how to 
proceed. State Rep. Bob Walker, 
chairman of House Education and 
Public Works committee, said he 
plans to hold public hearings to 
discuss Rex’s wholesale plan to 
change state tests, with the idea 
of computerized testing playing a 
role in those forums.

Walker said there’s no way a con-
version to a computerized system 
can be achieved without phasing 
in the tests on a year-by-year basis, 
rather than the state swallowing 
the $58 million figure all at once. 
The report suggests adopting a 
plan that would offer online tests 
for seventh-grade science in the 
first year. All English/language 
arts and math tests would be added 
by the third and fourth years.  

TESTS From Page 1B
   

TURTLE From Page 1B
   

Be part of Dems’ debate

debate to last longer than one 
night, because the video will be 
obtainable forever.

Although the competition is na-
tional in scope, an “antenna” will 
be out for South Carolina-relevant 
submissions because of the host re-
lation, Bohrman said.

South Carolina Democrats are 
scheduled to hold their first-in-
the-South primary Jan. 29.

 Candidates invited to next 
month’s debate are U.S. Sens. Joe 
Biden of Delaware, Hillary Clinton 
of New York, Chris Dodd of Con-

necticut and Barack Obama of Il-
linois; Ohio Rep. Dennis Kucinich; 
New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson 
and former Sens. John Edwards of 
North Carolina and Mike Gravel 
of Alaska.

The debate will be held in McAli-
ster Field House, which seats 6,000. 
How many live attendees will be 
invited is not clear, but CNN said 
as many as 1,500 could be present.

A ticketing dispersal system has 
not been determined by the state 
Democratic Party, but, as is the 
norm at previous Democrat and 
Republican debates, party regulars 
usually have the first choice.

DEBATE From Page 1B
   

Another effort 
to pass budget

BY YVONNE M. WENGER
The Post and Courier

COLUMBIA — The Legisla-
ture will reconvene Tuesday in a 
three-day session extension to try 
again to pass a state budget. In the 
meantime, Gov. Mark Sanford on 
Thursday put the Legislature’s 
contingency plan in place to keep 
government operating.

For the first time since 1972, 
lawmakers have failed to sign off 
on a new spending plan this late 
in the year. A tentative $7.4 billion 
budget is in place, but the House is 
refusing to sign it until lawmakers 
restructure the state Department 
of Transportation.

The House wants $40 million an-
nually, growing to $200 million, for 
road maintenance, bridge repair 
and new construction, partially 
flowing through the state Trans-
portation Infrastructure Bank.

Sanford said he supports the 
House’s attempt to leverage a deal 
on the agency reform and believes 
that’s more important than pass-
ing a budget.

The Senate’s plan to reform 
the Transportation Department 
doesn’t include any new funding. 

If the lawmakers fail to adopt a 
budget by July 1, government will 
freeze at current spending levels for 
as long as a year. It would also leave 
a $1.5 billion surplus available if the 
economy sours, Sanford said.

President Pro Tem Glenn McCo-
nnell, R-Charleston, said he can’t 
recall similar circumstances in the 
years since he was first elected to 
the Senate in 1980.

“The problem is, there are a lot of 
complications and ramifications 
that people are debating and no 
one is certain,” McConnell said. 

There are several opportunities to 
adopt a budget between now and 
next June when a new spending 
plan would be scheduled for ap-
proval. The session will likely con-
tinue June 28-29, and Sanford said 
he hasn’t ruled out the possibility of 
ordering the lawmakers to return 
beyond the end of this month.

On behalf of House DOT reform 
negotiators, Rep. Annette Young, 
R-Summerville, asked Senate ne-
gotiators to meet on Monday to try 
to reach an agreement.

Reach Yvonne M. Wenger at 
ywenger@postandcourier.com or 
803-799-9051.

Lawmakers returning to Statehouse
for 3 days to try to break deadlock

 

 

Sanford 
vetoes 
primary 
funding

 Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Gov. Mark San-
ford vetoed a bill Thursday that 
would have had the state run 
the 2008 presidential primaries 
instead of the Republican and 
Democratic parties.

South Carolina is the only state 
in which political parties are ex-
pected to pay for the presidential 
primaries next year.

In the past, both parties had 
raised money to run primaries 
or caucuses and used volunteers. 
The legislation called for the State 
Election Commission to handle 
the voting and the state to pick up 
the $2.2 million tab.

The parties had asked for the 
legislation because they had been 
criticized in the past and even sued 
for not opening every precinct in 
the state, something they say is 
difficult with a party-run primary 
staffed mostly with volunteers.

In his veto letter, Sanford said he 
would support the state paying for 
the primaries if both parties had 
their votes on the same day.

But State Republican Party 
Chairman Katon Dawson said that 
is unlikely. Democrats are bound 
by the date set by the Democratic 
National Committee and Republi-
cans in South Carolina have vowed 
to maintain their status as the 
GOP’s first contest in the South.

Dems, GOP will 
have to foot bill
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