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It's �inally down to two.  The people have voted and they've
chosen Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump as the Democratic
and Republican nominees for the presidency. To mark the
beginning of the general election season, here's a primer on
where the candidates stand on the essential issues  of the 2016
presidential election.

Gun Control

 

Donald Trump 

Fewer Restrictions On Guns 

Throughout his attempts to enter politics, Donald Trump has opposed gun
control, but in the last 15 years, the presidential candidate has only become
more conservative on �irearm regulation. 

In Donald Trump's 2000 book, The America We Deserve, he expressed a
moderate stance on gun control:

I generally oppose gun control, but I support the ban on assault
weapons and I also support a slightly longer waiting period to
purchase a gun.

During the run-up to his decision not to enter the race for president in 2012,
Trump spoke at CPAC, where he painted his policy positions with broad
strokes and espoused a conservative view on gun control:

I am pro-life... I am against gun control... I will �ight to end
Obamacare and replace it with something that makes sense for
people in business and not bankrupt the country.

In 2015, Trump adopted a more conservative position, disavowing his
previous statement about assault weapons,  and calling for looser restrictions
and policies such as eliminating gun-free zones (a few of which are at his
resorts) and making concealed carry permits transferable between states.
Trump explain his new position on his website:

Opponents of gun rights try to come up with scary sounding
phrases like “assault weapons”, “military-style weapons” and “high
capacity magazines” to confuse people. What they’re really
talking about are popular semi-automatic ri�les and standard
magazines that are owned by tens of millions of Americans. Law-
abiding people should be allowed to own the �irearm of their
choice. 

In response to the Orlando massacre in mid-June, Trump explained his
changed stance on assault weapons on CBS:

I changed positions because we need protection in this country.
We need protection. We have to have protection...And the bad
guys have them, so if the bad guys have them, we need
protection in this country.

Hillary Clinton 

Assault Weapons Ban, Universal Background Checks, Close Loopholes

Hillary Clinton has generally been an advocate of gun control during her
political career, most recently spearheading pushes for an assault weapons
ban and better background checks. 

As a senator, Hillary Clinton voted against a 2004 bill that would have banned
lawsuits against gun manufacturers for gun violence and voted for an assault
weapons ban. In 2000, speaking to the National Education Association,
Clinton illustrated broad support of gun control in the name of protecting
children:

We have to do everything possible to keep guns out of the hands
of children, and we need to stand �irm on behalf of the sensible
gun control legislation that passed the Senate and then was
watered down in the House. It does not make sense for us at this
point in our history to turn our backs on the reality that there are
too many guns and too many children have access to those guns-
and we have to act to prevent that.

During her 2008 campaign for president, however, Clinton spoke with a much
more conservative tone on guns, suggesting that gun ownership was a
fundamental part of America — contrasting herself with opponent Barack
Obama who was quoted saying some in small towns "cling to guns." During
the 2008 Las Vegas Democratic debate, Clinton struck a more conservative
tone:

I don't want the federal government preempting states and cities
like New York that have very speci�ic problems...I believe in the
Second Amendment. People have a right to bear arms. But I also
believe that we can common-sensically approach this, and
backed off a national licensing registration plan.

But after 2008, Clinton returned to a more liberal position. On her campaign
website, Clinton emphasizes strengthening background checks and closing
loopholes, repealing laws that protect gun manufacturers and banning assault
weapons. After the tragedy in Orlando, Clinton re-emphasized a commitment
to the policies she lists on her website in a speech delivered in Cleveland:

I believe weapons of war have no place on our streets. We may
have our disagreements about gun safety regulations, but we
should all be able to agree on a few essential things. If the FBI is
watching you for suspected terrorist links, you shouldn't be able
to just go up by a gun with no questions asked. And you shouldn't
be able to exploit loopholes and evade criminal background
check by buying online or at a gun show.  

Immigration
 

Donald Trump 

Build A Wall, Mass Deportations, Temporarily Ban Muslim Immigration

Donald Trump has always been a strict conservative when it comes to
immigration. In his 2000 book The America We Deserve Trump wrote about
his stances on legal and illegal immigration:

[L]egal immigrants do not and should not enter easily. It’s a long,
costly, draining, and often frustrating experience-by design. I say
to legal immigrants: Welcome and good luck...It comes down to
this: we must take care of our own people �irst. Our policy to
people born elsewhere should be clear: Enter by the law, or leave.

Trump has combined his views on immigration with a pronounced fear of
Islam, which he exhibits in a series of 2011 interviews where he states he
believes there's a "Muslim problem" that the world needs to address.

 YouTube

Immigration is a major plank of Trump's current platform. One of his most
controversial immigration proposals is the promise of building a giant wall on
the southern US border. His "we're going to build a big, beautiful wall," policy
stretches back to his announcement speech last year: 

I will build a great wall — and nobody builds walls better than me,
believe me — and I’ll build them very inexpensively. I will build a
great, great wall on our southern border, and I will make Mexico
pay for that wall. Mark my words.

Trump claims that the wall will only cost $12 billion, but some experts
predict that it will cost $25 billion). A key part of the proposal is his insistence
that he will be able to force the Mexican government to pay for the wall, using
tactics that he lists on his website, such as canceling visas and imposing visa
fees. 

Trump has not been shy about the other major aspect of his immigration plan
— mass deportation of all undocumented immigrants in the US. When asked
about the logistics of deporting over 11 million undocumented immigrants on
MSNBC, Trump responded:

You’re going to have a deportation force, and you’re going to do it
humanely.

Another aspect of Trump's proposed immigration policy came after shooting
in San Bernardino, when he proposed that America ban Muslim immigration.
In the wake of the tragedy, Trump issued a statement saying:

Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States until our country's
representatives can �igure out what is going on.

After the historic mass shooting in Orlando, Trump went a step further in one
New Hampshire speech:

When I’m elected I will suspend immigration from areas of the
world where there’s a proven history of terrorism against the
United States, Europe or our allies until we fully understand how
to end these threats. 

Referencing Hillary Clinton's call to increase America's acceptance of Syrian
refugees, Trump likened the situation to the Trojan Horse — indicating that he
believes the US should accept zero refugees from Syria.

This could be a better, bigger, more horrible version than the
legendary Trojan Horse ever was. Altogether, under the Clinton
plan, you’d be admitting hundreds of thousands of refugees from
the Middle East with no system to vet them, or to prevent the
radicalization of the children and their children. 

Some are skeptical that Trump actually intends to carry out the plan as is. In
an off-the-record interview with the New York Times, Trump supposedly
indicated wiggle room on his immigration policies. And publicly, Trump
hinted that he believes mass deportation is negotiable when he dodged a
question on The Sean Hannity Show:

HANNITY: It's not negotiable about — would it be negotiable
about the 11 million, maybe let some people stay if they register in
a period of time? 
 
TRUMP: I would say this. Look, I've always said we have some
good people over here, and they're going to go out, but we will
work out some system that's fair. But we either have a country or
we don't. We need a border. We need a wall. We need a wall.

 

Hillary Clinton

A Path To Citizenship, Take In More Refugees

As Hillary Clinton has developed her political career, her stances on
immigration have gotten more liberal.

Early in Hillary Clinton's congressional career, she was somewhat conservative
when it came to immigration — taking a hard line in a 2004 radio interview:

I am adamantly against illegal immigrants... Clearly, we have to
make some tough decisions as a country, and one of them ought
to be coming up with a much better entry-and-exit system so that
if we’re going to let people in for the work that otherwise would
not be done, let’s have a system that keeps track of them.

In 2006, Clinton (along with Bernie Sanders and Barack Obama) voted to
build the fence that currently exists along portions of the border, matching a
statement that she made on Fox News in 2004:

I don't think that we have protected our borders or our ports or
provided our �irst responders with the resources they need, so we
can do more and we can do better.

By 2008, Clinton had reversed her position on fencing, advocating for putting
more personnel on the border with better technology instead of a fence:

There’s a lot we’ve learned about technology and smart fencing.
There is technology that can be used instead of a physical barrier.
It requires us having enough personnel along the border so that
people can be supervising a certain limited amount of space and
can be responsive in the event of people attempting to cross
illegally. 

In her 2016 campaign, Clinton has continued to shift to the left on border
security, calling Trump's wall a "fantasy," and indicating that her platform
doesn't include any plan to strengthen border security:

We have a secure border. There's no need for this rhetoric and
demagoguery that still is carried out on the Republican side.
You've run out of excuses. Let's move to comprehensive
immigration reform with a path to citizenship.

Clinton's solution to existing undocumented immigrants is vague but
supportive of a path to citizenship (with unspeci�ied criteria and
quali�ications) and the continuation of President Obama's Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program, which affords undocumented children raised in
the US exemption from deportation. On her website she says: 

Congress must pass comprehensive immigration reform that
provides a path to citizenship, treats every person with dignity,
upholds the rule of law, protects our borders and national
security, and brings millions of hardworking people into the
formal economy...Hillary will defend DACA and DAPA against
partisan attacks and politically motivated lawsuits that would put
DREAMers and others at risk of deportation. 

In 2007, Hillary Clinton was also on record as supporting a path to citizenship:

I’m in favor of comprehensive immigration reform, which includes
tightening our border security, sanctioning employers to employ
undocumented immigrants, getting the 12 million or so
immigrants out of the shadows. That’s very important to me. After
9/11, we’ve got to know who’s in this country. And then giving
them a chance to pay a �ine, pay back taxes, learn English & stand
in line to be eligible for a legal status in this country.

Clinton has also vocally campaigned for the US to take a greater number of
Syrian refugees, saying in the CBS primary debate:

[W]e should take increased numbers of refugees. The
administration originally said 10[000]. I said we should go to
65[000], but only if we have as careful a screening and vetting
process as we can imagine, whatever resources it takes because I
do not want us to, in any way, inadvertently allow people who
wish us harm to come into our country.

Clinton maintained her support of taking refugees after the San Bernardino
attack, stating in PBS's February debate:

This is a humanitarian catastrophe. The US has to support our
allies in Europe. We have to provide �inancial support. We have to
provide the NATO support to back up the mission that is going on.
And we have to take properly vetted refugees ourselves.

After Trump initially announced his proposed ban on Muslims, Clinton called
the move discriminatory at ABC's December debate — claiming Trump is
doing exactly what ISIS wants.

We also need to make sure that the really discriminatory
messages that Trump is sending around the world don’t fall on
receptive ears. He is becoming ISIS’s best recruiter. They are
going to people [and] showing videos of Donald Trump insulting
Islam and Muslims in order to recruit more radical jihadists. So I
want to explain why this is not in America’s interest to react with
this kind of fear and respond to this sort of bigotry.

In response to Trump's second call for a ban on immigration from areas with a
"history of terrorism," Clinton called Trump's ideas dangerous:

I’ve talked before about how this approach is un-American. It goes
against everything we stand for as a country founded on religious
freedom. But it is also dangerous.

LGBT Issues
 

Donald Trump

Consistently Opposed To Same-Sex Marriage, Tentative Support Of
Employment Protection, Loosely Opposes Bathroom Bans, Conditional
Support Of 'Religious Freedom' Bills

Donald Trump has repeatedly tried to show that he has gay interests at
heart, referencing his "many fabulous friends who happen to be gay" and
even congratulating Elton John on his wedding. But when it comes to the
issue of same-sex marriage as a matter of policy, Trump has consistently
voiced opposition.   

In 2011, he told The Des Moines Register that gay people should be
prohibited from marrying and receiving the same bene�its as straight
couples. In 2013, he told MSNBC that while he was "evolving" on the issues,
he still supported "traditional marriage... between a man and a woman." Most
strikingly, he told Fox News in January of 2016 that he would strongly consider
appointing justices to the Supreme Court that would overrule the Court's
previous gay marriage ruling — an apparent departure from statements he
made the year before on Kim Davis, where he said, "You have to go with it. The
decision's been made, and that is the law of the land."

In the sweeping and powerful push for gay marriage in the years leading up to
2015, other LGBT political issues like employment protection fell through the
cracks in political arenas and press coverage. Unfortunately, this has left the
world with little record of the Republican nominee's thoughts on more
nuanced LGBT issues.

Looking at the little history we do have, it looks like Donald Trump could be
supportive of bills such as The Equality Act and ENDA that ban discrimination
by employers against LGBT people. In a 2000 issue of the Advocate, Donald
Trump stated his support for LGBT employment protection and a federal hate
crimes law (which he also voiced support in his 2000 book The America We
Deserve):

I like the idea of amending the Civil Rights Act to include a ban on
discrimination based on sexual orientation. It would be simple. It
would be straightforward. We don’t need to rewrite the laws
currently on the books, although I do think we need to address
hate-crimes legislation. But amending the Civil Rights Act would
grant the same protection to gay people that we give to other
Americans — it’s only fair. I actually suggested this �irst, and now I
see [Democratic presidential candidate] Bill Bradley has jumped
on the bandwagon and is claiming the idea as his own.

Slightly complicating this support, however, is Trump's opinion on President
Obama's executive orders — one of which provides protection against
employment discrimination for all federal employees and contractors. In
January, Trump told Face The Nation's John Dickerson:

I would be rescinding a lot of executive orders that he's done. He
just — the one good about executive order, the new president, if
he comes in, boom, �irst day, �irst hour, �irst minute, you can
rescind them.

As more LGBT issues have come up during his campaign, Trump has
appeared relatively liberal compared to his Republican counterparts. When
North Carolina passed a sweeping bill earlier this year that barred
transgender individuals from using any public bathroom of a gender not on
their birth certi�icate (while also banning laws that would protect LGBT
individuals from discrimination) Trump initially came out against the ban
saying:

North Carolina did something that was very strong and they’re
paying a big price. There’s a lot of problems ... You leave it the
way it is. There have been very few complaints the way it is.
People go, they use the bathroom they feel is appropriate, there
has been so little trouble, and the problem with what happened in
North Carolina is the strife, and the economic punishment that
they’re taking.

Hours after his statement, though, Trump clari�ied that while he still believes
it was the wrong choice, he ultimately thinks it's up to the states to make the
decision:

...And I fully understand that they want to go through, but they
are losing business, and they are having people come out
against... I think that local communities and states should make
the decision... And I feel very strongly about that.

Besides bathroom bills, the Republican party has also shifted its LGBT focus
to that of 'religious liberty' or the perceived right of business owners to deny
service to gay individuals based on their religious beliefs. This manifested
itself in Indiana's controversial Religious Freedom Restoration Act, which
was originally was intended to create a means for businesses to discriminate
based on sexual orientation, but was eventually amended to "�ix" the
possibility of using it for the purpose of discrimination. This bill led to a wave
of similar state bills, along with a proposed federal bill called the First
Amendment Defense Act (FADA). 

When pressed to sign a document of support for FADA in December, Trump
was the only Republican candidate to refuse, issuing a response letter instead
indicating support only if it passed congress:

If Congress considers the First Amendment Defense Act a priority,
then I will do all I can to make sure it comes to my desk for
signatures and enactment... The priorities that the next president
will need to establish are not known at this time... Protection of
the nation and its citizens must come �irst. Getting the economy
back on track must be near the top of the list. Preserving and
protecting the rights of our citizens must also be in the mix.

These lukewarm statements are opposed to what he said in September, 2015
at the Iowa Fair and Freedom Forum:

The �irst priority of my administration will be to preserve and
protect our religious liberty. The First Amendment guarantees us
our right to practice our faith as we see �it, not just during the
holy days, but all the time — always, wherever.

Most recently, however, Trump has re-upped on his commitment to Christian
conservatives, saying religious liberty is "the number one question," and that
he wants to work on things like “freeing up your religion, freeing up your
thoughts. You talk about religious liberty and religious freedom, you don’t
have any religious freedom if you think about it.”

Hillary Clinton

Spotty History With Gay Marriage, Consistent Support Of Non-
Discrimination Act, Opposed To 'Religious Freedom' Bills, Generally
Supportive Of Transgender Rights

Hillary Clinton has made the success of gay marriage a highlight of her
campaign, invoking the newly-won right three times on the LGBT section of
her campaign website, issuing a celebratory statement after the Supreme
Court decision that legalized gay marriage, and including a gay married
couple in her campaign announcement video. 

But Hillary's support of what is now the law of the land is incredibly recent.
Her supportive stance only came in 2013, after a decade of opposition to
same-sex marriage. 

In 2000, Hillary Clinton defended her husband's decision to sign the Defense
Of Marriage Act, a law that limits the bene�its available to gay married couples
— saying that at the time she would have voted for it as a senator:

I believe marriage means something different. Marriage is about a
historic, religious and moral content that goes back to the
beginning of time and I think a marriage is as a marriage has
always been between a man and a woman.

Clinton spoke enthusiastically about civil unions as the right option during her
2000 senate campaign.  In 2004, Clinton argued against a federal
amendment that would have banned gay marriage, but reiterated her belief
that marriage was between a man and a woman in a now notorious speech:

 YouTube

In 2006 Clinton said that she would support same-sex marriage in New York if
the state voted for it, but that she was still personally opposed to gay
marriage. During Clinton's 2008 presidential campaign, she continued to
support civil unions over marriage, as did Barack Obama.  

As secretary of state, Clinton vocally pushed LGBT rights abroad and in the
state department. While Clinton couldn't come out in favor of same-sex
marriage before her boss (the president), her emails seem to suggest that
over that period of time she came to the conclusion to support same-sex
marriage, playing an indirect role in lobbying a Maryland representative in
support of gay marriage in 2012.

In 2013, after leaving the role of Secretary of State and two years before the
legalization of gay marriage, Clinton released a video announcing her new
position of support.

 Human Rights Campaign

After the announcement, Terry Gross grilled Clinton on the substance of her
change of heart, suggesting it may be politically motivated. Clinton shot
back, maintaining that she had a genuine change of heart on the issues, just
like the rest of the country.

After the marriage equality became the law of the land, Hillary Clinton began
to vocally support The Equality Act. In addition to a pledge to work to pass
the act on her website, in 2015 Hillary gave an impassioned speech where she
said the passage of the act was her "highest priority." 

 Youtube

Unlike her support of gay marriage, Hillary Clinton's support for non-
discrimination acts came early. In 2001 and 2003, Clinton (as a Senator)
cosponsored the Employment Non-Discrimination Act — a watered down
version of the Equality Act. Additionally, As secretary of state, Clinton ordered
the State Department's equal employment policy to “explicitly protect against
discriminatory treatment of employees and job applicants based on gender
identity.”

In recent LGBT controversies, Clinton has tried to remain outspokenly
supportive of the LGBT population. Hillary Clinton has repeatedly spoken out
against "religious freedom" bills like FADA. In an October 2015 speech to the
pro-LGBT organization Human Rights Campaign, she addressed the message
that such laws send to LGBT kids:

There are still public o�icials doing everything in their power to
interfere with your rights... you see a Republican candidate for
president... standing in the court house door... calling for people
to join him in resisting a supreme court ruling... when Republicans
in Indiana pass a law letting businesses deny service to LGBT
customers under the guise of religious freedom... if you're a
young gay or transgender kid, the message is unmistakable:
there's something wrong with you, you're not a real citizen, you're
not wanted here, you're not welcome.

Hillary Clinton also came out against the laws in Mississippi and Indiana on
Twitter:

 

 

 

Despite her attempts to vocally support LGBT rights throughout her
campaign, Clinton dodged the hyper-public bathroom bill debate. Clinton
has held back on giving direct statements on the issue — presumably to
prevent backlash from her older voter base.  

After the Obama administration directed public schools to provide access to
bathrooms and locker rooms for trans kids, Clinton gave her tepid support —
a�irming the action through a spokesperson as one that's generally
supportive of the LGBT population:

Hillary Clinton applauds the Obama administration for taking
actions this week to stand up for the rights of LGBT people — and
particularly for the rights of transgender people — across the
country. As president, she will �ight to make sure all Americans
can live their lives free from discrimination.

In a somewhat similar case, Hillary's campaign tweeted in support of a broad
civil rights ordinance in Houston that was pegged primarily as a bathroom bill
by a conservative campaign. Again, Hillary did not issue a direct statement on
the issue:

 

After the initial signing of the North Carolina's bathroom bill, Hillary again
tweeted in support of transgender equality without invoking the bathroom
issue:

 

 

Energy And Climate Change
 

Donald Trump

Doesn't Believe In Climate Change, More Drilling, More Mining, More Fuel
Alternatives Only If They Make 'Financial Sense'

One of the most fundamental questions for candidates in terms of their
energy policies and opinions is whether or not they believe in anthropogenic
global warming. For most, the answer is probably an indicator for all sorts of
energy policies — and Donald Trump is no exception.

Trump has repeatedly denied that he believes we're responsible for climate
change, telling CNN in September "I don't believe in climate change." In
August 2015, Donald Trump told MamaGrizzRadio that he just calls the
changing climate 'bad weather':

You're going to have bad weather. So often I watch the evening
newscasts and every time there is a rainstorm some place, and
then they wonder why they don't do well, they say, 'It's raining
here and it's raining there,' usually leading the program. I call it
weather. Maybe there's a little bit of change, I don't happen to
believe it’s manmade.

In 2012, Trump even went even further, claiming that the idea of climate
change was a hoax organized by "the Chinese":

 

Donald Trump has made statements indicating his support for renewable
energy options, but only if they make �inancial sense (he's also been highly
critical of alternative energy sources for other reasons, having tweeted about
wind farms over 100 times in the past three years).

In his 2015 book, Crippled America, Trump criticized alternative energy
sources as being ill-advised:

There has been a big push to develop alternative forms of energy
— so-called green energy — from renewable sources. That's a big
mistake...The most popular source of green energy is solar panels.
They work, but they don't make economic sense. They don't
provide enough energy savings to cover the cost of installing and
using them.

In 2012, Trump began a crusade against wind energy after turbines erected in
Scotland supposedly wrecked the view at his resort and golf course. In a
letter to Scotland's First Minister, Trump said: 

With the reckless installation of these monsters, you will single-
handedly have done more damage to Scotland than virtually any
event in Scottish history...As a matter of fact, I have just
authorized my staff to allocate a substantial amount of money to
launch an international campaign to �ight your plan to surround
Scotland’s coast with many thousands of wind turbines.

At a campaign stop in Iowa last November, Trump indicated support for
energy alternatives, while simultaneously pointing out the supposed
downsides of wind while talking about the wind energy tax credit — a credit
given to companies that produce wind power:

I’m �ine with it. Any form of energy — we’ve got to get away from
the Middle East. I will say, wind is a problem because it’s very
expensive to build the towers — very, very expensive. As you
know, when you have $40 oil, it’s not economic, so they’re going
to have to do a subsidy, otherwise wind isn’t going to work. Wind
is a very expensive form of energy, and it’s got problems of
storage, and lots of other things. 

Despite his lukewarm support of renewables, Trump has been outspoken
about wanting to increase oil-drilling and coal-mining, stating in a May 2016
press release that he'd "lift moratoriums on energy production in federal
areas. We’re going to revoke policies that impose unwarranted restrictions on
new drilling technologies." In June, Trump said in a CNN appearance: 

[Hillary] wants to shut down, and she said it just recently, she
wants to shut down the miners. I want to do exactly the opposite.

Trump has been a longtime and consistent supporter of fracking, which has
been criticized for potentially contaminating local drinking water and causing
earthquakes. In 2012, Trump tweeted support:

 

Hillary Clinton

Longtime Supporter Of Renewable Energy And Climate
Research, Ambitious Solar Plan, Reduce Oil Consumption, Does Not Favor
A Full Fracking Ban

As a Senator, Hillary Clinton was vocal about anthropogenic climate change
and our need to address it. 

In 2004, Senator Clinton and John McCain led a delegation of Senators to
Alaska and Norway to see the early effects of global warming. In 2007, she
voted yes on a bill requiring the consideration of global warming in federal
project planning.

In a statement made through Quora this year, Hillary Clinton reiterated her
commitment to addressing climate change:

Climate change is one of the most serious challenges we face. It’s
real, it’s driven by human activity, and it’s happening right now.
We need to use every tool we have to combat climate change and
accelerate the transition to a clean energy future.

Clinton has been a longtime supporter of renewable energy initiatives. In
2005, she went on record saying she "would advocate a much more
concerted effort on our government's part to fund an extensive research
project into alternative forms of energy." In 2007, she co-sponsored a bill
setting a goal of 25% renewable energy in the US by 2025. Throughout her
career she has voted for bill extending the production tax credit for
renewable energy production, saying in 2015 that: 

We need to change the tax incentives, we need to continue the
production tax credits, we need to be investing in solar and wind
and advanced biofuels, and yes, energy e�iciency and there are
millions of jobs if we do that right.

For this year's campaign, Clinton unveiled an ambitious plan to get the US to
33% renewable energy by 2027 using solar power. Clinton also says she
wants to ban oil, coal and gas extraction on all federal land:

I want to impose a moratorium ... because there are legal issues
you have to go through, you know all of that, but I would support
a moratorium.

Clinton's record isn't completely clean in many environmentalists' books,
though. As Secretary Of State, Clinton was criticized for her alleged support
of The Keystone Pipeline and fracking. For both issues, though, Clinton
indicated that her support came from a place of pragmatism in the face of a
political environment that shuts out ideal solutions. In 2010, Clinton showed
reserved support of the Keystone pipeline (a now-dead project that would
have delivered massive amounts of oil from Canada's tar sands):

[W]e've not yet signed off on it. But we are inclined to do so, and
we are for several reasons — going back to one of your original
questions — we're either going to be dependent on dirty oil from
the Gulf or dirty oil from Canada. And until we can get our act
together as a country and �igure out that clean, renewable energy
is in both our economic interests and the interests of our planet.

After announcing her presidential campaign, Clinton came out against the
pipeline, which her opponents say was a �lip �lop. At an Iowa campaign event,
Clinton explained her position:

I think it is imperative that we look at the Keystone pipeline as
what I believe it is...a distraction from important work we have to
do on climate change. And unfortunately from my perspective,
one that interferes with our ability to move forward with all the
other issues. Therefore, I oppose it.

Clinton's support of fracking as Secretary of State was more unequivocal.
Clinton played a crucial role in promoting fracking worldwide, a Mother Jone's
investigation found. She established a special program within the state
department to interface with public and private groups around the globe in
an effort to spread the practice of fracking and support the international gas
market, according to The Intercept.

When asked about fracking in March's Flint debate, Clinton espoused a
position of support given state and local approval:

I don’t support it when any locality or any state is against it, No. 1.
I don’t support it when the release of methane or contamination
of water is present. I don’t support it — No. 3 — unless we can
require that anybody who fracks has to tell us exactly what
chemicals they are using. So by the time we get through all of my
conditions, I do not think there will be many places in America
where fracking will continue to take place.

Women's Healthcare And
Abortion

 

Donald Trump  

Ban Abortion With Exceptions (Previously Pro-Choice), Defund Planned
Parenthood

Donald Trump has settled on the position of banning abortion, with
exceptions for rape and incest — stating in April that he would amend the
Republican platform to re�lect that position, but that only comes after a long
history of deeply con�licted views on the subject.

Less than a month earlier, Donald Trump drew criticism for stating that
abortion should be banned and that women should be punished if they were
found to have had abortions. Trump's campaign later clari�ied that doctors
should be punished for administering abortions — not the women themselves.

 Raw Story

In 2011, when Trump was considering a presidential run, he publicly switched
from being pro-choice to pro-life, stating on The 700 Club that he was
in�luenced by a friend's story:

I'm pro-life, but I changed my view a number of years ago. One of
the primary reasons I changed [was] a friend of mine's wife was
pregnant, and he didn't really want the baby. He was crying as he
was telling me the story. He ends up having the baby and the
baby is the apple of his eye. It's the greatest thing that's ever
happened to him. And you know here's a baby that wasn't going
to be let into life. And I heard this, and some other stories, and I
am pro-life.

Up until then, Trump had a long history as pro-choice, saying "I'm totally pro-
choice," and "I've very pro-choice," in a series of 1999 interviews.

Like his record on abortion itself, Trump's record on funding for women's
health is con�licted. In 1989, Trump co-sponsored a fundraiser for the
National Abortion Rights Action League, a pro-choice group. 

In August, 2015, Trump was forced to answer questions concerning Planned
Parenthood funding for his campaign — telling Hugh Hewitt that it was worth
shutting down the government to defund Planned Parenthood. A few days
later on CNN, Trump revised his position saying:

I would look at the good aspects of it, and I would also look
because I’m sure they do some things properly and good for
women...The abortion aspect of Planned Parenthood should
absolutely not be funded.

Since then, Trump has repeatedly stated that he believes the Planned
Parenthood should be defunded if they continue abortions. 

Hillary Clinton

Pro-Choice, Pro-Planned Parenthood Forever And Always

Hillary Clinton is �irmly pro-choice, supporting the right to legal abortions
since early in her political career through votes, legislation and speeches. In
April of 2016, Clinton summed up her position on Meet The Press:

My position is in line with Roe v. Wade, that women have a
constitutional right to make these most intimate and personal and
di�icult decisions based on their conscience, their faith, their
family, their doctor and that it is something that really goes to the
core of privacy. And I want to maintain that constitutional
protection under Roe v. Wade. As you know, there is room for
reasonable kinds of restrictions. After a certain point in time, I
think the life, the health of the mother are clear. And those should
be included even as one moves on in that pregnancy...The unborn
person doesn't have constitutional rights.

Ramping up to her presidential run in 2008, Clinton frequently used the
phrase "safe, legal and rare" to express her ideas on abortion — emphasizing
her belief in the right to abortions along with her goal to prevent their use
through contraception and other women's health initiatives.

Clinton is unabashedly allied with Planned Parenthood, speaking out
repeatedly against Republican efforts to defund the women's health
organization, stating that she thinks the group deserves more funding, and
earning Planned Parenthood's �irst-ever presidential endorsement. Clinton
summed up her position on Planned Parenthood in a campaign video released
in August, 2015.

When politicians talk about defunding Planned Parenthood,
they're talking about blocking millions of women, men, and young
people from live-saving preventive care: cancer screenings,
breast exams, birth control...I'm proud to stand with Planned
Parenthood, I'll never stop �ighting to protect the ability and right
of every woman in this country to make her own health
decisions." 

 @HillaryClinton

 

 I'll only be providing views for the chosen Republican and Democratic nominee here because all things considered,
they are the only candidates who can viably win the presidency, but I acknowledge that I am excluding third party
candidates and potential write-ins — and I'm okay with that. ↩

 Issues were chosen by evaluating recent level of interest, and available sources on where each candidate stands on
the matter. ↩

 It's assumed that most references to an assault weapons ban refer to something similar to the previous 10-year ban
that occurred between 1994 and 2004. The ban included semi-automatic weapons and high-capacity magazines. ↩

 While the issue of gay marriage was decided last year by the Supreme Court, it's importance in the current climate
around LGBT rights cannot be overstated. As the most prominent national debate about LGBT rights in American
history, how candidates reacted to the issue of gay marriage throughout history and up to today is an important
indicator of how they may approach gay rights generally. ↩

 At the time, no major elected o�icial supported same-sex marriage. ↩
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Hillary Clinton on Gay Marriage 2004

Hillary Clinton for HRC's Americans for Marriage Equality

Hillary Clinton addresses evolution on same-sex marrage

Sad this new Indiana law can happen in America today. We 
shouldn't discriminate against ppl bc of who they love #LGBT 
huffingtonpost.com/2015/03/26/ind…
9:32 PM - Mar 26, 2015

13.7K 14K people are talking about this

Hillary Clinton
@HillaryClinton

Indiana Governor Signs Anti-Gay 'Religious Freedom' Bill At …
WASHINGTON -- Indiana Gov. Mike Pence (R) quietly signed
legislation Thursday that could legalize discrimination against
huffingtonpost.com

Refusing to serve LGBT people because of who they are is 
discrimination. End of story. 
 twitter.com/nytimes/status…
12:47 PM - Apr 6, 2016

3,291 2,350 people are talking about this

Hillary Clinton
@HillaryClinton

.@GregAbbott_TX is right about one thing: equality is one of 
Hillary's values. Houston—vote #YesOnProp1 today. 
twitter.com/GregAbbott_TX/…
3:28 PM - Nov 3, 2015

1,127 1,041 people are talking about this

Hillary Clinton
@HillaryClinton

LGBT people should be protected from discrimination under the 
law—period. hrc.io/1VJABIp -H
7:45 PM - Mar 24, 2016

5,230 2,890 people are talking about this

Hillary Clinton
@HillaryClinton

The concept of global warming was created by and for the 
Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive.
3:15 PM - Nov 6, 2012

67.2K 117K people are talking about this

Donald J. Trump
@realDonaldTrump

Fracking will lead to American energy independence. With price 
of natural gas continuing to drop, we can be at a tremendous 
advantage.
3:28 PM - May 3, 2012

50 274 people are talking about this

Donald J. Trump
@realDonaldTrump

Donald Trump: Women deserve ‘some form of punishment’ for abortion
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Benjamin Goggin is the News Editor at Digg. 
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On Thursday, the White House announced that North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un had extended an invitation for talks to President Trump, and Trump had
accepted. The decision seems like a logical endpoint in a rollercoaster ride of
mostly escalating, but recently deescalating, tensions between the countries.
So what should we make of the meeting? Here's what you should read.

Talking Is Good

While the prospect of an unpredictable Trump meeting with Kim Jong Un
might make some shudder, refusing the invite could have been much worse,
Fred Kaplan wrote in Slate before the White House's announcement:

If Trump proves unwilling to give that goal the slightest chance —
if it seems that he’s been imposing new sanctions and threatening
war, not in order to push Kim to the bargaining table but simply to
push him out of power or destroy his regime — then he will drive a
wedge in U.S.–South Korean relations, and Moon will feel
compelled to forge his own ties to the North. China will also feel
less obligated to abide by UN trade sanctions. Japan will view this
growing alignment of China and the two Koreas with alarm and —
equally troubled by America’s declining in�luence in the region —
will ratchet up its own military power, possibly even start
developing its own nuclear arsenal[.]
On the other hand, if Trump sends a delegation, he will shore up
US standing as a strong power and good ally. He could also take
credit — and he might be, to some extent, correct — for making
the talks happen through his threats to use force if Kim didn’t
back down.

[Slate]

But The Meeting Will Give Legitimacy To Kim Jong Un
Just like participation in the Olympics gave North Korea a platform to
establish themselves as legitimate and equal to other countries, a meeting
with the President of the United States will establish North Korea as a world
power worthy of recognition, writes Anna Fi�ield in The Washington Post:

Now, within a matter of months, Kim’s propagandists could �ill the
front pages with news of a meeting between what they will
doubtless describe as the two most powerful men in the world.
 
“Kim wants to portray himself as the bold leader of a normal,
peace-loving nuclear power who can meet an American president
as equals,” said Duyeon Kim, a senior fellow at the Korean
Peninsula Future Forum in Seoul.

[The Washington Post] 

And North Korea Has Repeatedly Pretended That They Were
Open To Denuclearization 
Former CIA Korea analyst Sue Mi Terry tells The Atlantic that North Korea has
repeatedly told the US that it's open to denuclearization, only to later
renege on its commitments. She suggests that this time, the country may just
be trying to bide its time.

"[I]t’s really hard to conclude at this point that all of a sudden Kim
Jong Un woke up one day and decided to genuinely give up
nuclear weapons after [conducting] 90 missile tests and nuclear
tests,” since coming to power in 2011, Sue Mi Terry, a former CIA
Korea analyst now at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies, told me earlier this week... Waves of diplomatic progress
with North Korea have repeatedly receded over the North’s refusal
to disclose all of its nuclear activities and verify that it is no longer
engaging in them... This time around, the North Koreans could be
opting for talks in order “to wait Trump out — buy time, avoid
further sanctions or God forbid a [military] strike,” she said. 

[The Atlantic]

What Is Trump Thinking?

While the move is certainly unprecedented and diplomatically bold,
Bloomberg writes that the strategy could bene�it Trump politically while also
potentially furthering security interests:

The turn of events will bleed attention from Trump’s domestic
political troubles, including special counsel Robert Mueller’s
continuing Russia probe and porn star Stormy Daniels’ lawsuit
alleging an affair with the president... Trump and his team
recognize the possibility that Kim’s outreach is not in good faith or
is some sort of ploy, an administration o�icial said. But the US
president’s advisers believe that if the US continues to exert
maximum pressure on the North Korean regime as the summit
approaches, Kim may be forced to make real concessions even if
he enters talks thinking he can avoid them.

[Bloomberg]

And What Can He Offer?

Victor Cha, a former National Security Council director for Asia, writes in The
New York Times that North Korea won't make a deal for free, suggesting that
Trump has two things that the US can offer: 

One would be to offer incremental energy and economic
assistance and the lifting of sanctions for a freeze and eventual
dismantlement of not just nuclear weapons, but also the long-
range ballistic missile program. The latter, in particular, has not
been the topic of negotiations in almost two decades, and Mr.
Trump could score a victory given his tweets during the campaign
that the North’s ability to target the United States homeland was
“never gonna happen” while he was president. 
 
A second path might be bolder, and for this reason it might be
more appealing to Mr. Trump. This would put much bigger carrots
on the table, including diplomatic normalization of relations and
even the conclusion of a peace treaty ending the Korean War in
return for denuclearization. It would be ironic if Mr. Trump, an
avowed hawk on North Korea, adopted this “big bang” approach
to diplomacy advocated for years by doves. 

[The New York Times]

 

Benjamin Goggin is the News Editor at Digg. 
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By now, just about everyone knows that adult �ilm performer Stormy Daniels
(née Stephanie Clifford) allegedly had an affair with President Donald Trump in
2006. But in the past week or so, it's become increasingly di�icult to keep up
with the escalating game of cat and mouse between Daniels and Trump's
personal lawyer, Michael Cohen. Here's what we know.

This piece has been updated throughout to re�lect the latest news.

Shortly Before The 2016 Election, Daniels Signed A
Nondisclosure Agreement With Trump's Lawyer

During the campaign, a number of journalists began asking Daniels about her
relationship with Trump, according to the Washington Post. Cohen found out
that reporters were sni�ing around, and he arranged a "hush agreement" with
Daniels. In exchange for her silence, Daniels received $130,000.

Somehow, news of the agreement got out anyway. In January of this year, the
Wall Street Journal reported that Cohen had made the suspicious-looking
$130,000 payment to Daniels, citing interviews with "people familiar with the
matter." 

A few days later, In Touch published an interview that it had conducted with
Daniels about her encounter with Trump back in 2011 but never published.  

In February, Cohen Acknowledged That He Paid Daniels
$130,000

After news broke of Cohen's $130,000 payment to Daniels, a government
watchdog group called Common Cause �iled a complaint with the Federal
Elections Commission, alleging that the payment constituted an "in-kind"
contribution to the Trump campaign. In mid-February, Cohen issued
statements to the FEC and the New York Times acknowledging the payment
but denying that Trump was involved and refusing to say what the payment
was for.

"Neither the Trump Organization nor the Trump campaign was a
party to the transaction with Ms. Clifford, and neither reimbursed
me for the payment, either directly or indirectly," Mr. Cohen said
in a statement to The New York Times. "The payment to Ms.
Clifford was lawful, and was not a campaign contribution or a
campaign expenditure by anyone."
 
He declined to answer several follow-up questions, including
whether Mr. Trump had been aware that Mr. Cohen made the
payment, why he made the payment or whether he had made
similar payments to other people over the years.

[The New York Times]

Needless to say, the idea that Cohen had paid Daniels for no particular reason
and without Trump's consent or knowledge struck many people as
implausible. It was later reported that Cohen had privately complained to
friends about not being reimbursed by Trump for the payment around the
time of the election, undermining Cohen's claim that Trump didn't know
about the payment.

Cohen Reportedly Used A Trump Organization Email Address
To Broker The Transaction
NBC reports that Michael Cohen used a Trump Organization email account to
conduct business with Daniels, undermining his statements attempting to
dissociate Trump from the payments. You can see the email here. 

Daniels Has Offered To Pay The Money Back

Now, Daniels is offering to pay the money back in exchange for her rights to
speak about her interactions with Trump.

Adult �ilm actress Stormy Daniels is offering to return the $130,000 payment
she received from President Donald Trump's attorney in exchange for
dissolving a so-called "Hush Agreement."... Clifford's attorney, Michael
Avenatti, sent Cohen a letter offering to wire $130,000 by Friday to an
account designated by the President. In exchange, the settlement agreement
between Clifford, Trump and Cohen's company would be "deemed null and
void in their entirety." 

[CNN]

Cohen Preemptively Filed For A Restraining Order Against
Daniels

Though Daniels still hadn't spoken on the record about her affair with Trump
since the 2016 agreement was signed, Cohen obtained a restraining order
against her from an "emergency arbitrator" on February 27. The restraining
order, which you can read in full here, refers to Daniels using the pseudonym
Peggy Peterson and basically reiterates that she is not allowed to discuss
anything in the con�idential settlement she signed in October 2016.
According to the New York Times, Daniels (whom the Times refers to as
Clifford) was shocked by the restraining order, and her lawyer, Michael
Avenatti, said that he didn't consider it valid.

The restraining order took her by surprise. A close friend of Ms.
Clifford's, J. D. Barrale, said in an interview that she learned Mr.
Cohen initiated arbitration proceedings when she landed on a
�light from Los Angeles to Texas. "She was shocked," Mr. Barrale
said.
 
Mr. Avenatti said Ms. Clifford had "never even been provided an
opportunity to respond" to Mr. Cohen's action in arbitration. 

[The New York Times]

Daniels Then Sued For 'Declaratory Relief' From The
Agreement

After Cohen obtained the restraining order against Daniels, she decided to
ignore it and sue for "declaratory relief" from her 2016 agreement — basically,
she wants a court to declare it invalid. The lawsuit states that Daniels had an
"intimate relationship" with Trump in 2006 and 2007, and it contains the full
text of the October 2016 settlement (which refers to Daniels as Peggy
Peterson and Trump as David Dennison). 

The lawsuit says: "Mr. Trump, with the assistance of his attorney,
Mr. Cohen, aggressively sought to silence Ms. Clifford as part of
an effort to avoid her telling the truth, thus helping to ensure he
won the presidential election."
 
Cohen has previously denied that the payment breached
campaign �inance law. But the lawsuit raises new accusations
against Cohen, saying that "through intimidation and coercive
tactics," he caused Daniels this year to sign a statement denying
the affair. The suit says Cohen has continued to try to "intimidate"
Daniels into keeping quiet in recent weeks as reports about the
deal and Daniels's relationship with Trump have leaked out and
Daniels has given television interviews.

[The Washington Post]

Daniels argues that the 2016 settlement is invalid both because Trump never
signed it — allegedly "so he could later, if need be, publicly disavow any
knowledge of the Hush Agreement" — and because Cohen violated the
con�identiality of the agreement by acknowledging it in February. You can
read the full text of the lawsuit here. 

Legal Experts Are Skeptical Of Daniels' Argument That The
Settlement Is Invalid Because Trump Didn't Sign It

As Slate's Scott Pilutik explains, a court might decide that Trump's signature
or lack thereof doesn't matter, since Cohen and Daniels both signed the
agreement and Daniels accepted the $130,000 from Cohen.

[I]f Clifford deposited the check, the court might view that act as
a unilateral rati�ication of her end of the agreement. If a court
interprets the parties' conduct as evincing the existence of a
contract, it wouldn't then matter whether either party signed. 
 
Whether Clifford's attorney is right involves an area of contract
law most lawyers last encountered on their �irst-year exam, known
as the "statute of frauds." Each state has its own such statute and
they're largely similar, but essentially it requires that certain types
of contracts must be signed in writing by both parties. It's well-
established that a court can �ind a contract even where neither
party signs simply by the conduct of the parties, though this rule
is somewhat constrained in contracts governed by the statue of
frauds. If a court deems this agreement as falling outside the
statue of frauds, then Trump's lack of signature might not matter. 

[Slate]

If a judge �inds that the 2016 agreement is valid, it could force Daniels to hash
it out with Cohen in private arbitration, where she could be required to pay
out stiff penalties — the agreement states that she has to pay Trump
$1,000,000 every time she breaches the contract.

Trump Got Dragged Into The Battle When His Press Secretary
Acknowledged The Agreement

If it's true that Trump refused to sign the agreement in order to maintain
plausible deniability about being involved in it, then White House press
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders stepped in it when she said this week that
the arbitration was decided in Trump's favor. An anonymous White House
source told CNN that Trump is displeased that Sanders was unable to
maintain his �limsy facade of innocence.

On Wednesday, Sanders told reporters that the arbitration was
won "in the President's favor." The statement is an admission that
the nondisclosure agreement exists, and that it directly involves
the President. It is the �irst time the White House has admitted the
President was involved in any way with Daniels.

"POTUS is very unhappy," the source said. "Sarah gave the Stormy
Daniels storyline steroids yesterday." 

[CNN]

The Lawsuit Opens The Door For A Potentially Messy
Discovery Process

[I]f her court case proceeds, Mr. Trump and his longtime personal
lawyer, Michael D. Cohen, may have to testify in depositions,
several lawyers said in interviews on Thursday. Ms. Clifford’s suit
could possibly also provide evidence of campaign spending
violations, which would bolster a pending Federal Election
Commission complaint against Mr. Trump’s campaign. 

[The New York Times]

Trump's Lawyers Are Now Considering Attempting To Block
Daniels' '60 Minutes' Interview From Airing

BuzzFeed News reports that Trump-team lawyers are considering taking legal
action against the news magazine show "60 Minutes" in order to stop an
interview with Daniels that is supposed to be shown on air next Sunday. Their
legal argument wasn't clear at the time of the report. 
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