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By Harriet Dennys

Not so delicious, Ella!  
She shuts down delis 
after losing £720k

SHE has built an empire on 
the principles of healthy 
eating – but blogger Ella 
Mills has found out the hard 
way that healthy finances 
are harder to achieve.

The foodie, known for her 
Deliciously Ella brand, has 
been forced to close two of 
her three London delicates-
sens after racking up losses 
of £724,000.

Her shop in Herne Hill, 
South-East London, had 
been open for less than a 
year, while the other, in 
Marylebone, was the first 
she and her husband and 
business partner Matthew 
opened in January 2016.

Ella told her 1.2 million 
Instagram followers the 
axed stores ‘will always 
have such a special place  
in the Deliciously Ella jour-
ney’, but added: ‘It has 
become clear that… we’d  
be better off focusing all of 
our attention on one deli.’

Matthew is the son of 

Labour peer Tessa Jowell 
while Ella’s parents are 
former Labour Cabinet Min-
ister Shaun Woodward and 
supermarket heiress Camilla 
Sainsbury, who backed the 
Deliciously Ella business. 

Debts from the delis that 
closed last week will be  
met thanks to shareholder 
support. The remaining 
store in Mayfair is just a 
five-minute walk from the 
Marylebone branch. 

Last week, Ella admitted 
that ‘having two delis so 
close together doesn’t really 
make sense’.

The 26-year-old started her 
Deliciously Ella blog in 2011 
after being struck down 
with a debilitating illness 
called postural tachycardia 
syndrome while studying  
at university. Her first book 
was published in January 
2015 and went on to become 

the fastest-selling debut 
cookbook ever. But as Jamie 
Oliver – who recently closed 
12 of his Jamie’s Italian res-
taurants – knows, book sales 
do not always translate into 
High Street success.

Ella’s deli business is 
 separate from a firm that 
channels her earnings from 
book sales and other goods 
and services.

That firm has current 
assets of £524,690.

REALITY BITES: Ella and 
the Marylebone deli that shut
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Look out for 
the speed 
trap, Ma’am

ROYAL ROVER: The Queen often 
drives on her Sandringham estate

THE Queen and other  
members of the Royal Family 
who drive will soon have to 
contend with speed cameras  
on the Sandringham estate.

The yellow cameras, which 
record average speed and 
number plates, are to be 
erected on an eight-mile  
section of the A149 – half  
of which passes through or  
beside the 20,000-acre estate  
in Norfolk.

The Queen and Prince Philip 
are regular drivers in the area. 
Prince William, who has a  
high-powered motorcycle,  
and wife Kate also use the  
road, which is close to their 
country home, Anmer Hall.

The six cameras will be 
activated this summer after a 
spate of accidents on the route.


