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OVERBOARD AT POOLS BEACH  
On Amber: Gown, $2,400, Jewel. 

Earrings, $200, Cheryl King for  
Icing Couture. Bracelet, $119, Tejani. 

Ring, price on request, Juana. On 
Jonathan: Shirt, $60, Alfani Red. 

Pants, $69.50, Perry Ellis. 

To show off the best looks for beach-bound  
couples, we headed to the sandy strands of RINCON, 

PUERTO RICO. Want to wed there yourself?  
Turn to page 84 for all the need-to-knows.

surf
PhOTOgRaPhy by ShaNNON gREER

serenade

styling by Rodney hall
haiR & makeup by nikki wang



78  destination weddings & honeymoons may/june 2010  79

TWO FOR THE ROAD On Amber: Gown, $750, J.Crew. Earrings, $1,500, Sandy Leong. Necklace, $600, Kenneth Jay Lane. Bracelet, $3,460, Amrapali. 
Ring, $2,540, Ritani. On Jonathan: Shorts, $69, Original Penguin. Ring, $2,380, Ritani.

LOVE ON THE ROCKS (opposite) On Amber: Gown, $6,900, Jeremy Brandrick. Earrings, $1,500, Sandy Leong. Necklace, $148, Neunique. Ring, 
$11,000, Todd Reed.
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CHECKMATE AT RINCON BEACH On Amber: Gown, price on request, Platinum. Veil, $375, Cheryl King Couture. Earrings, $16, Simply Vera 
Vera Wang. Necklace, $8,000, Pearl Paradise.com. Shoes, $99.95, Nina. On Jonathan: Jacket, $325, and pants, $125, Alfani Red. Shirt, $59.50,  
Martin + Osa. Ring, from $995, Versani.

IN WHITE AT THE LIGHTHOUSE (opposite) On Amber: Gown, price on request, Vera Wang. Earrings, approx. $140, Neunique. Necklace, $407,  
Sorrelli. Ring (on right hand), $1,900, David Yurman. Ring (on left hand), $975, Diamond Ideals. On Jonathan: Jacket, $220, and pants, $80, Top-
man. Shirt, $39.98, Perry Ellis. Shoes, $128, Kenneth Cole New York. 
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SHAKING IT UP AT CALYPSO CAFE On Amber: 
Gown, $5,500, Platinum. Veil, $450, Cheryl King  
Couture. Earrings, $210, Cheryl King for Icing Couture.  
Bracelet, $88, and ring (on right hand), $32, Georgie 
Designs. Cuff, $3,950, David Yurman. Ring (on left 
hand), $975 (center stone not included), Diamond 
Ideals. On Jonathan: Jacket, $850, Black Fleece  
by Brooks Brothers. Shirt, price on request, Oliver 
Spencer. Pants, $118, J.Crew. Belt, $34, Perry Ellis.

A LEAP OF LOVE AT THE LAZY PARROT (opposite) 
On Amber: Gown, approx. $300, Dessy. Earrings, 
$28, Sweetie Pie Jewelry. Ring (cocktail), $190,  
Kenneth Jay Lane. Ring, $2,540, Ritani. On Jonathan: 
Shirt, $175, and bowtie, $85, Black Fleece by Brooks 
Brothers. Pants, $118, J.Crew. 
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WhERE TO STay
RINCON BEACH RESORT is technically in Anasco, one town over, but 
wins major points for being the only large resort with its own secluded 
beach, perfect for barefoot-in-the-
sand weddings. This 112-room 
hideaway is situated coveside, so 
you exchange the area’s famous 
waves for serene, glasslike vistas — 
great for swimming and for fami-
lies with small children. When it 
comes to planning, brides can leave 
the details (from simple to extrav-
agant) to the pros: The property’s 
onsite event planner will arrange 
everything from a welcome party 
at the PELICAN GRILL and tropi-
cal bouquets from reputable local 
vendors to fully catered bashes on 
the beach. Another option: Say I 
do poolside with ocean views, then 
host a reception in the courtyard. 
For your next-day brunch, gather 
the group at BRASAS RESTAURANT 
for made-to-order omelets and 
fresh-squeezed juices.

WhaT TO DO
Visiting Rincon without hitting the 
surf is like going to New York City 
and not seeing the skyline. MARIA’S BEACH and POOLS BEACH are 
two of the top spots; head out on your own for some bodysurfing, 
or set up rentals and lessons (our crew loved Melissa from PUNTAS 
SURF SCHOOL). To get a look under the waves, sign up with TAINO 
DIVERS, which offers daily snorkeling and diving excursions to the 
national wildlife refuge at Desecheo Island, 13 miles offshore. For 

your fishermen friends, charter a boat; the area is known for world-
class angling year-round. Or get rugged with a hike through the RIO  
CAMUY CAVE PARK (the third-largest cave system in the world), 35 

miles away. Come day’s end, head to 
the sunset party at the RUM SHACK at 
the LAZY PARROT hotel, where you can 
lounge all night.

WhERE TO EaT
Have an oceanfront welcome party 
on the open deck of TAMBOO SEASIDE 
GRILL & BAR, located at nine-room 
inn BESIDE THE POINTE, where the 
views of surfers are as enticing as the 
cocktails. From January to March, it’s 
also one of the best places for whale 
watching. Just up from Maria’s Beach, 
the friendly, open-air CALYPSO CAFE 
& TROPICAL BAR (opposite, bottom 
left) is an island institution, loved by  
locals and visitors alike for the fresh fish 
tacos and icy Medalla beers. Hit VILLA 
COFRESI HOTEL & RESTAURANT for 
group bonding over a round of coquito 
drinks, a potent rum concoction served 
in a coconut. Our home-away-from-
home was the family-run EL FOGÓN 
DE LA CURVA which focuses on hearty 
traditional fare like lechon (roasted pig), 

tostones (twice-fried plantains) and fresh seafood from the market 
next door. No trip to Puerto Rico is complete without mofongo, an 
enormous bowl of amazingness lined with fried plantains and filled 
with a stewlike dish of meat and seafood. They definitely do it right 
at the funky SHIPWRECK BAR & GRILL, where the sandy floor and 
thatched roof personify the region’s laid-back vibe. — Tara Bradley  

rincon, puerto rico
If you’re looking for an island locale that’s off the beaten path, the rugged haven of Rincon, set on 

Puerto Rico’s western tip, fits the bill. There are beaches, yes — and some of the best surfing in 
the world — but there’s more to this region than great breaks and sandy strands. Secluded on 

a peninsula, the rural area is home to rolling hills and shadowy glens perfect for horseback riding 
and mountain biking. The coastline is dotted with hidden coves, providing ample spots for post-
nuptial photo ops. Laid-back eateries dish out small-town hospitality and local favorites like mojitos, 
rice and beans, and fresh ceviche. To get here, fly direct to Rafael Hernandez Airport in nearby 
Aguadilla (served with nonstops on Jet Blue, Spirit and Continental), or fly to the island’s main hub 
in San Juan, a two-hour drive away.  
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for more info, see the 411 on page 126.

on location

Above: Rincon Beach Resort. Opposite bottom right: on amber: Gown, $8,500, 
J. Mendel. Earrings, $195, Ben-Amun by Isaac Manevitz. Bracelets, $189, Tejani. 
Ring, $975, Diamond Ideals. on Jonathan: Jacket, $165, shirt, $39, shorts, 
$39.50, tie, $45, and belt, $34, Perry Ellis.


