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  “What’s love got to do, got to do  
   with it
   What’s love but a second hand  
   emotion
   What’s love got to do, got to do  
   with it
  Who needs a heart when a heart  
   can be broken.” 
 ~TinaTurner 

Update from the Office 
of Civic Wellbeing was pre-
sented to Santa Monica City 
Council under the Special 
Agenda Items at the Sep-
tember 12 meeting. On the 
heels of the renewed call for 
removal of the historic Stan-
ton Macdonald-Wright City 
Hall mural, one of its most 
relevant highlights involve in-
tensive staff training on racial 
equity led by the Center for 
Social Inclusion and Govern-
ment Alliance on Race and 
Equity. Activists have viewed 

the mural an expression of 
racism that parallels the Con-
federate Flag. 

Julie Rusk, Chief of Civic 
Wellbeing watched protesters 
cries of the blatant symbol of 
colonialism from the balcony 
of City Hall a day before her 
presentation. On Thursday 
she accompanied Deputy 
City Attorney Gary Rhoades 
to the Pico Neighborhood 
Association Meeting for his 
presentation of a policy pro-
posal affecting immigrants. 
Coincidentally like the Well-
being Index, the law is about 
data. The City is considering 
law that would limit the gath-
ering and use of information 
about a person’s immigration 
or religious status. It seems 
they can’t escape the histori-
cal legacy of local disenfran-
chised populations. The law 
is designed to empower the 
City Attorney’s Office to file 
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Wellbeing: What’s Art Got To Do With It? 

Ru- mor:  
Trader 

by Mona Day

On September 24, its 10th anniver-
sary, Yoga Gives Back will host its an-
nual Thank You Mother India fundraiser 
at the newly renovated YogaGlo Studio 
in Santa Monica. The event is planned 
as a joyous gathering of over 200 mem-
bers of the yoga community to express 
gratitude to India for the gift of yoga.

There will be a welcome reception, a 
seated dinner, silent and live auctions, 
raffle, and live entertainment. The for-
mal program will include a short film of 
YGB activities, and a presentation of 
YGB’s Namaste Award to eight-time 
Grammy award winner Alanis Moris-
sette.

The event will launch YGB’s annual 
five-month global fundraising campaign 
September 2017 through January 2018 
featuring over 150 fundraising events 
in over 18 countries to raise aware-
ness of the needs of India’s poor, es-
pecially women and children who are 
often deserted, exploited, tortured and 
becomes victims of violence. Very few 
of these destitute children get to go to 

Earthquake 
Strikes Santa 

Monica
Just two days before a major 

earthquake near Mexico City, a a 
magnitude 3.6 earthquake shook the 
Westside and the San Fernando Val-
ley Monday Night at 11:20 pm.

The epicenter of the earthquake 
was located west of the Sepulveda 
Pass near the 405 Freeway, in the 
Santa Monica Mountains.

The U.S. Geological Survey’s 
ShakeMap said light to moderate 
shaking — categorized as intensity 
4 and 5, and depicted on a map as 
aqua and green — occurred in parts 
of the Westside and the San Fer-
nando Valley, but probably was not 
heavy enough to cause any signifi-
cant damage..

“We get these size earthquakes 
fairly frequently,” said U.S. Geo-
logical Survey seismologist Zachary 
Reeves. “Any severe damage would 
be pretty unlikely.”

Moderate shaking is defined by 
the USGS as “felt by nearly every-
one; many awakened. Some dishes, 
windows broken. Unstable objects 
overturned. Pendulum clocks may 
stop.”

People felt the tremor as far away 
as Los Feliz, Silver Lake and Glen-
dale
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