
By ZIVA BRANSTETTER
World Enterprise Editor

OKLAHOMA CITY — During 
a contentious meeting Thursday, 
the state Workers Compensation 
Commission approved past deci-
sions to fire 16 employees, hire 
eight employees and spend more 
than $10,000 on public relations 
contracts.

Assistant Attorney General Neal 
Leader said by voting to ratify ac-
tions taken during past meetings, 
the commission was “dotting the 
I’s and crossing the T’s” to ensure 
it complied with the law. The com-
mission reconsidered actions taken 
during meetings from December 
through June.

The commission’s meeting 
Thursday followed a Tulsa World 

By ANDREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

A top executive at Tulsa Public 
Schools never obtained a certificate 
from the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education but performed 
duties for a year that by law only 
certified individuals can perform.

Tracee Frazier-Branch, who is 
listed among the 
executive staff 
members on the 
TPS website as 
the instructional 
leadership direc-
tor in charge of 
McLain Junior 
High and High 
School and seven 
of its feeder pat-
tern schools, was 
hired June 24, 
2013. But officials 
at the state De-

partment of Education say Frazier-
Branch failed to provide proof that 
she has earned a master’s degree.

Her lack of certification calls 
into question the validity of all of 
the principal and teacher evalua-
tions in which she took part during 
2013-14 and whether Tulsa Public 
Schools could have its state funding 

By GINNIE GRAHAM
News Columnist

A Tulsa oral surgeon found 
to have possibly exposed up 
to 5,000 patients to HIV, hep-
atitis B and hepatitis C may 
be permanently barred from 

practicing as of Friday.
An agenda item for the 

regular meeting of the Okla-
homa State Board of Den-
tistry states “discussion and 
possible action to accept per-
manent surrender of license 
and agreed order” in the case 

against Dr. W. Scott Har-
rington. 

The meeting is at 9 a.m. 

Friday in Oklahoma City.
Messages left for Har-

rington’s attorney, James Se-
crest II, were not returned.

In March 2013, state and 
local officials announced 
Harrington’s office at 2111 S. 
Atlanta Place was found to 
be unsanitary with rusted 
instruments, improper ster-
ilization procedures, a lack 
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exec lacks 
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OKs firings, 
contracts

Dentist faces losing license

University of tUlsa: HOME AWAy FrOM HOME

einstein Bagels restaurant prepares for the opening of the remodeled 
student union on the campus of the university of tulsa in tulsa on Monday.

Freshmen Anna rouw (left) and her mom Kellye carry her things to her new residence hall on the campus of the university of tulsa in tulsa on 
Monday. Photos by STEPHEN PINGry/Tulsa World

Dentist
W. scott 
Harrington: 
He could 
permanently 
lose his 
license to 
practice.

uncertiFieD
tracee Frazier-
Branch: Her lack  
of state certifica-
tion could affect 
state school fund-
ing, according to 
Oklahoma law.

By MICHAEL OVERALL
World Staff Writer

From his desk on the sec-
ond-floor of Collins Hall, 
the university president 

enjoys a tranquil view of a grassy 
oval with the Gothic arches of 
the campus’s main entrance in 

the distance.
Step closer to the window, 

however, and the view became 
a lot more hectic this week, 
looking down at a traffic jam on 
Eighth Street, clogged with mini-
vans and SUVs as students moved 
in the residence halls for the fall 
semester.

Neither view would have been 
possible 10 years ago when Stead-
man Upham first became presi-
dent of the University of Tulsa. 
The sprawling lawn was a jumble 
of run-down businesses. Most 
students lived off campus. 

TU opens 
new fall 

semester
Becoming residential 

Since 2004, when 
Steadman Upham first 
became president of the 
University of Tulsa:
Total enrollment:  
Up 10 percent
On-campus residents:  
Up 30 percent

Tulsa’s campus continues housing boom

SEE tu A6
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read about disciplin-
ary actions the Okla-
homa State Board of 
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2013.
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 • He is accused of possibly exposing 5,000 
patients to HIV and hepatitis B and C.
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And Collins Hall itself 
didn’t exist yet.

“The campus has trans-
formed,” Upham said.

Retiring in June 2012 only 
to come back as the TU presi-
dent a few months later, Up-
ham has made it an annual 
tradition to help freshmen 
move in, carrying boxes from 
car trunks to dorm rooms. 
And university employees 
know to brace themselves 
the week before classes start, 
as the roads through campus 
become all but impassable 
and no parking spot goes un-
used.

But current students might 
not realize it’s a relatively re-
cent phenomena, with alum-
ni remembering when the 
campus seemed virtually de-
serted when classes weren’t 
in session.

The transition started long 
before he took over, Upham 
said. The board of trustees 
decided as far back as the ear-
ly 1990s to steer the univer-
sity toward becoming a resi-
dential campus. Not only did 
TU need more dormitories, 

it needed 24-hour computer 
labs and study halls, with an 
expanded security force and 
medical facilities.

“It doesn’t happen over-
night,” he said. “I built on the 
work of predecessors.”

A building boom from the 
mid- to late 2000s added a 
million square feet to the 
campus, which spread west 
of Delaware Avenue with 

new tennis courts, softball 
fields and other athletic fa-
cilities.

When Upham came to TU 
in 2004, the freshman class 
had fewer than 600 students. 
Now it has 800. The majority 
of students used to commute 
to class. Now 57 percent of all 
students and roughly three 
out of four undergraduates 
live on campus.

The growth continues this 
fall with a complete renova-
tion of the student union, 
which will open next week 
with an expanded food court 
that includes a sushi bar and 
Thai-fusion restaurant.

A $39 million dormitory 
and office building, now under 
construction, will open next 
August with 70,000 square 
feet and 300 additional beds.

Will Upham — who agreed 
to serve again as president 
“temporarily” when his suc-
cessor was fired after only 74 
days in office — be there to 
help students move into the 
new building?

“I enjoy what I’m doing,” 
he said. “But I work at the 
pleasure of the board.”

Classes start Monday.

Michael Overall 918-581-8383
michael.overall@tulsaworld.com
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Freshmen Stephanie Call (left) and Liuyi Chen work on getting their things moved in to the residence 
hall on the campus of the University of Tulsa in Tulsa on Monday. Photos by STEPHEN PINGrY/Tulsa World

Parker Shirley and Hunter 
Gibbon help move Lauren 
Kesterson into Lottie Jane resi-
dence hall on the campus of the 
University of Tulsa in Tulsa.

of infection control measures 
and a disorganized drug cabi-
net with expired medicines.

Also, officials found Har-
rington allowed dental assis-
tants to perform IV sedation, 
which they are not trained 
for and are not allowed to 
do, according to the dentistry 
board.

For weeks after the an-
nouncement, more than 
4,200 people were tested 
at free clinics in the Tulsa 
area — 89 tested positive for 
hepatitis C, five for hepatitis 

B and four for HIV. Officials 
say the results are typical of 
a population random sample 
because people may have one 
of the diseases without real-
izing it.

In September last year, ge-
netic testing confirmed that 
at least one patient contract-
ed hepatitis C from a visit to 
Harrington’s office. It was the 
first documented report of 
patient-to-patient transmis-
sion of hepatitis C in a dental 
setting in the United States.

The board of dentistry 
has been working for more 
than a year to reach a settle-
ment with Harrington, which 
would lead to giving up his 
license. His appearance be-

fore the board has been post-
poned many times.

Susan Rogers, executive 
director of the board of den-
tistry, said board members 
would provide comment after 
the discussion and possible 
action on Friday. She would 
provide no further details.

Harrington voluntarily 
stopped practicing March 20, 
2013, and soon left the state 
to stay at a home in Arizona. 
His current location has not 
been disclosed.

The Tulsa office building 
was sold for $1.05 million to 
a limited liability company, 
called 2111 Atlanta Place LLC, 
on June 12.

In 36 years of practice, 

Harrington had never had a 
complaint filed against him 
before 2013.

More than a dozen lawsuits 
have been filed against Har-
rington by former patients. 
Most of them allege Har-
rington and/or his staff drew 
from single-use drug vials of 
propofol, an anesthetic, mul-
tiple times, causing possible 
contamination.

Some of them also name 
the drug company that cre-
ated the vials, claiming it 
should have known they 
would be misused.

All the cases are pending.

Ginnie Graham 918-581-8376
ginnie.graham@tulsaworld.com
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investigation that found 
the commission held an un-
posted meeting with a ven-
dor and discussed subjects 
during 11 out of 13 meet-
ings that violated the Open 
Meeting Act.

The act states that actions 
taken during public meet-
ings in “willful violation” of 
the act are invalid.

Commission Chairman 
Troy Wilson said Thurs-
day that “a number of is-
sues that have plagued us in 
the past I think will be ad-
dressed today.”

A state law approved last 
year created the commis-
sion as an administrative 
body to handle workers 
compensation claims. The 
state previously had a ju-
dicial system, which con-
tinues to operate until all 
existing court claims are 
handled.

On 10 agenda items, 
Commissioner Denise En-
gle cast the lone dissent-
ing vote, while Wilson and 
Commissioner Bob Gil-
liland voted yes. Several 
amendments that Engle 
proposed died without a 
second.

“I will let my votes speak 
for themselves,” Engle said 
after the meeting. “I voted 
my conscience.”

Engle has said her past 
requests seeking more 
transparency at the com-
mission were rebuffed.

The 16 employees were 
previously fired in early 
July, but the proposed ter-
minations were not listed 
on any agendas or voted on 

during a public meeting.
Ten of the employees 

accepted “voluntary buy-
outs” in which they agreed 
not to sue the commission 
in exchange for health in-
surance and other benefits. 
Six employees have refused 
to accept the agreements 
and sued the commission, 
claiming wrongful termi-
nation.

Engle voted against rati-
fying the firings, saying 
she was given no details on 
the buyouts, which were 
signed by Executive Direc-
tor Rick Farmer.

Commissioners also vot-
ed to approve more than 
$500,000 in past leases 
and contracts that Wilson 
had signed. Those included 
contracts with three com-
panies for public relations 
services and a “communi-
cations audit,” a total cost 
of $10,800.

At the time, the com-
mission also employed a 
public information officer, 
records show.

Engle asked for more 
information about the 
communications audit 
performed by the Prodigy 
Group, which cost $1,500.

“This was an audit of our 
communications and how 
we were communicating 
internally and externally,” 
Farmer explained.

Another agenda item 
concerned how commis-
sioners could place items 
on meeting agendas. Lead-
er noted the commission 
had no policy and sug-
gested giving Wilson ulti-
mate authority to approve 
agenda items submitted by 
commissioners in writing.

Engle said that process 
would mean “if it were not 

in the chair’s best interest, 
it would never see the light 
of day.”

She said that the state 
law creating the adminis-
trative system “moved the 
state from a cloaked judi-
cial system.”

“If we can’t discuss these 
things on an open basis, 
then we’ve just closed the 
door back on that process,” 
Engle said.

Gilliland suggested the 
commission give the new 
policy a three-month trial.

“We’re trying to grow,” 
he said. “We do not want to 
be spending a lot of time on 
agendas.”

Commissioners ap-
proved agenda items giving 
Wilson authority to sign 
contracts up to $50,000, 
hire and fire all adminis-
trative staff, and take other 
unilateral actions.

Engle opposed several of 
the items giving more Wil-
son more authority. How-
ever, she favored allowing 
the chairman to spend up 
to $50,000 without com-
mission approval.

“You managed a bank. I 
think you can handle this 
amount,” she quipped.

Wilson said with the 
actions approved Thurs-
day, “the future is going 
to change to some degree 
because the authority has 
shifted.”

“If you didn’t have a 
nice and benevolent chair, 
which you do, and you had 
a dictator, it would be a 
problem,” he said.

Following the meeting, 
Engle and Wilson smiled 
and shook hands.

Ziva Branstetter 918-581-8306
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
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withheld until the district 
is found to be in compli-
ance with Oklahoma’s law 
on the evaluation of teach-
ers and administrators.

“It would appear, cer-
tainly, that there would be 
potential legal action that 
might be justified, but that 
would be up to the (school) 
district involved and the lo-
cal district attorney,” said 
Phil Bacharach, a spokes-
man for the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education. 
“There would also be some 
question on the legitimacy 
of the evaluations.”

Public records show that 
the school board approved 
Frazier-Branch’s hiring at a 
salary of $102,900 and then 
adjusted it to $105,987 with 
a host of other administra-
tive salary increases three 
months later.

Tulsa school board Pres-
ident Ruth Ann Fate, Vice 
President Gary Percefull 
and member Leigh Good-
son all told the Tulsa World 
they had not been informed 
that Frazier-Branch was 
lacking the required certi-
fication.

Goodson, who as chair-
woman of the board’s 
leadership sustainabil-
ity committee helped select 
Frazier-Branch for hire, 
said: “I knew the district was 
in the process of credential 
verification, but I have not 
received information she 
did not have a certificate.”

Asked whether Frazier-
Branch should be allowed 
to continue at TPS, Good-
son responded, “I need to 
have more information be-
fore I comment on that. If 
someone is not qualified for 
a position, then they should 
not be doing the job.”

Missing master’s degree: The 
state Department of Edu-
cation’s certification office 
tracks whether educators 
have obtained proper high-
er education credentials 
and specialized training, 
but a Tulsa World records 
check turned up nothing 
on file for Frazier-Branch.

“Ms. Frazier applied last 
October but has failed to 
submit an official transcript 
of her master’s degree, 
which is required for ad-
ministration certification. 
She was certified in New 
Jersey but has never held an 
Oklahoma certificate,” said 
Kalee Isenhour, who serves 
as records custodian for the 
Education Department.

The Tulsa World re-
quested Frazier-Branch’s 
application and all associat-
ed public records from TPS.

Her application and re-
sume list a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University 
of Virginia-Charlottesville 
and a master’s from St. Pe-
ter’s College in Jersey City, 
New Jersey. She stated on 
her application that she 
graduated with her bach-
elor’s in 1996 and her mas-
ter’s in 1998.

There are also two tran-
scripts from St. Peter’s, 
but with conflicting in-
formation. On the first, 
dated December 20, 2013, 
Frazier-Branch is shown to 
have completed 18 hours of 
graduate courses between 
September 1997 and May 
1998, and her anticipated 
degree-completion date is 
listed as May 1999.

On a second transcript, 
dated July 1, 2014, Frazier-
Branch is shown to have 
completed 36 hours be-
tween September 1996 and 
May 1998, and her antici-
pated degree-completion 
date is August 2014.

As part of her duties in 
overseeing schools, Fra-
zier-Branch supervised 
and evaluated school prin-
cipals and assisted those 
principals in evaluating 
teachers.

Officials at the state 
Education Department, as 

Tps
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well as the Oklahoma State 
School Boards Association, 
which provides legal services 
to member school districts 
across the state, both pointed 
to a state statute on the evalu-
ation of all teachers and ad-
ministrators.

It requires that except for 
superintendents — who are 
evaluated by school boards — 
all certified school employees 
“shall be evaluated by a princi-
pal, assistant principal, or oth-
er trained certified individual 
designated by the school dis-
trict board of education.”

The statute also states that 
the state Board of Education 
“shall monitor compliance 
with the provisions of this 
section by school districts” 
and that “refusal by a school 
district to comply with the 
provisions of this section 
shall be grounds for with-
holding State Aid funds until 
compliance occurs.”

Julie Miller, deputy execu-
tive director and general coun-
sel at OSSBA, said, “The per-
son would have to be certified 
that conducts an evaluation.”

The Tulsa World cross-
checked the status of the 
three other TPS instructional 
leadership directors and the 
deputy superintendent who 
supervises the instructional 
leadership directors who 
have been hired from outside 
the district since the summer 
of 2013, plus five administra-
tors with similar roles in sub-
urban districts. All are certi-
fied in Oklahoma.

Help from a donor: Superin-
tendent Keith Ballard said he 
has remedied the situation, 
at least temporarily, by hav-

ing Frazier-Branch removed 
from the TPS payroll when 
her contract ended on June 30 
and now working at TPS only 
as an “unpaid consultant.”

When pressed, he said her 
salary is being “picked up” 
by the George Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation currently, but 
he denied any role in the ar-
rangement.

He said he first learned of 
the situation in May and gave 
Frazier-Branch two to three 
more weeks to produce proof 
of certification. He said he 
was later informed that there 
was an issue with fees she 
owed to St. Peter’s but that it 
has been settled and the uni-
versity will “confer the de-
gree” this month.

He also disputed some of 
the board members’ claims of 
ignorance, saying he notified 
Fate, Percefull and Lana Turn-
er-Addison, the board member 
who represents the McLain 
area, in May or early June.

“I notified them she did not 
have certification, that she 
was still trying to unravel and 
produce evidence of a mas-
ter’s degree,” Ballard said.

The Tulsa Public Schools 
website states that Frazier-
Branch supervises Anderson, 
Burroughs, Gilcrease, Penn, 
Springdale and Whitman el-
ementary schools, McLain 
Seventh-Grade Academy, 
and McLain Junior High and 
High School for Science and 
Technology.

Frazier-Branch did not re-
turn a call seeking comment 
about this story.

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com

TPS administrator’s hiring was result  
of ‘leadership drain’ in the district

Superintendent Keith Bal-
lard’s spring 2012 announce-
ment that he would retire in 
2013 precipitated a steady 
stream of departures by 
other top Tulsa Public Schools 
administrators during the 
summer of 2012.

Citing concerns about the 
district’s ability to sustain re-
form efforts amid such a “lead-
ership drain,” the school board 
struck a deal with Ballard to 
delay his planned retirement so 
he could oversee the rebuilding 
of the district’s executive team.

The school board next com-
missioned a study of adminis-
trative structures and execu-
tive salaries in 17 other urban 
districts of similar size. Based 
on those results, administrative 
salary ranges were increased 
in an effort to make the district 
more competitive in the hiring 
and retention of its leaders.

Also as a result of the study, 
the school board approved the 
creation of deputy superin-
tendent and chief academic 
officer positions and the 
replacement of two associate 
superintendent positions with 
seven “instructional leadership 

directors,” or ILDs.
Then-school board Vice 

President Leigh Goodson said 
the board took an active role in 
the recruitment and interview-
ing of candidates for the posi-
tions of deputy superintendent, 
chief academic officer and in-
structional leadership directors 
“in hopes” that a successor 
for Ballard could be developed 
from among their ranks.

Those new positions were 
filled by a mix of internal and 
external candidates, including 
Tracee Frazier-Branch, during 
the summer of 2013. At that 
time, Ballard said the aim 
was to provide much more 
direct support for principals to 
increase student growth and 
achievement.

Public records show that 
the school board approved 
Frazier-Branch’s hiring with 
an effective date of June 24, 
2013, at a salary of $102,900. 
Three months later, records 
show the board approved a 
salary adjustment for Frazier-
Branch to $105,987, among a 
host of other administrative 
salary increases.

— AndreA eger, World Staff Writer



By BARBARA HOBEROCK
World Capitol Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY — The Okla-
homa Board of Dentistry on Friday 
voted to accept the permanent sur-
render of the license of Dr. Scott 
Harrington, a dentist accused of 
being a menace to the public.

The Tulsa oral surgeon possibly 
exposed up to 5,000 patients to 
HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C.

Harrington did not attend the 
meeting. His attorney, James K. 
Secrest II, attended.

The agreed final administra-
tive order alleges he authorized 
or aided an unlicensed person to 

By ANDREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

Longtime school board member 
Lana Turner-Addison is calling for 
a review of Tulsa Public Schools’ 
policy and procedures for verifying 
the credentials of new employees.

The Tulsa World 
revealed on tulsa-
world.com Thurs-
day and in Friday’s 
newspaper that a 
top executive at 
the school district, 
Tracee Frazier-
Branch, was paid 
about $106,000 in 
2013-14 for a job 

that, by law, only a certified educator 
could hold — but she had never ob-
tained certification from the Oklaho-
ma State Department of Education.

By DyLAN GOFORTH 
World Staff Writer

Shannon Kepler, the Tulsa police 
officer who is accused of killing his 
daughter’s 19-year-old boyfriend 
and shooting at his daughter, was 
released from jail Friday evening 
on $825,000 bond.

Kepler’s attorney, Richard 
O’Carroll, had requested at a bond 
hearing earlier in the day that bail 
be set at $50,000, saying the state 

had not proven that a murder had 
occurred nor that Kepler intended 
to kill Lisa Kepler, his daughter.

Assistant District Attorney Steve 
Kunzweiler countered with a re-

quest that bail be set at $1 mil-
lion on the murder charge and 
$500,000 on the shooting-with-
intent-to-kill charge.

Kepler was charged Monday 
with first-degree murder and 
shooting with intent to kill in con-
nection with the killing of Jeremey 
Lake outside Lake’s home in the 
200 block of North Maybelle Av-
enue and a shot allegedly fired at 
his fleeing daughter as she ran to-
ward the house. Kepler’s prelimi-
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Scene: Fans talk up debut 
of new “Doctor Who.” D1

SportS: NCAA says Green-
Beckham not eligible. B1

Business vs. back country
By KEVIN CANFIELD 
World Staff Writer

The Turkey Mountain trails that po-
tentially could be affected by a proposed 
outlet mall at 61st Street and U.S. 75 are 
not part of River Parks, the River Parks 
Authority’s executive director said Friday.

“Trail users at Turkey Mountain go 
wherever,” said Matt Meyer. “It is kind of 
a self-made trail that spills over onto pri-
vate land.”

Simon Property Group, which owns 
Woodland Hills Mall, announced Tues-
day that it is planning to a build an upscale 
outlet mall in the Turkey Mountain area.

Meyer said River Parks was never con-
sulted about the mall project because it is 
being built on private property.

“If it was on our property, we would 

tPS board 
member 
urges policy 
review

Accused 
dentist gives 
up license

Tulsa officer released from jail

turkey mountain trails: SOME MAy BE GOBBlED up

Sammy Davidson, rides back home after talking about trails used by mountain bikers, hikers and runners on the west end of the trails at turkey 
Mountain park in south tulsa on Friday. plans to construct an outlet mall near the park are underway. Davidson has been riding the area for 16 years 
and is the captain of the Soundpony mountain bike team in tulsa. photos by JOHN ClANTON/Tulsa World

next Step
Shannon Kepler: 
The 54-year-
old’s preliminary 
hearing is set for 
9 a.m. Oct. 22

tulsaworldtv.com

Watch a video
learn more about Turkey Mountain and the proposed development. 

expoSure
W. Scott Har-
rington: He may 
have exposed up 
to 5,000 patients 
to HIV, hepatitis B 
and hepatitis C.

SEE DentiSt A6

After a ride on Friday evening, Sloan Davis of tulsa talks with a 
friend about the outlet mall planned for the northwest end of the 
turkey Mountain trails, where he begins and ends his rides.

SEE trAilS A6

Bicycle tracks are seen in the 
dirt as the sun sets behind an area 
that bikers call the pipeline.

 • Planned mall may affect 
trails crossing private land.

A bicycle trail snakes through 
grass and plants.

COMING SUNDAY
Check out our annual college 
football preview. In addition to 
previews of Tu, OSu and Ou, we 
take an in-depth look at the first 
year of a college football playoff.

college football preview | august 24, 2014 | tulsaworld.com/2014collegepreview

the road to the 
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Frazier-Branch

SEE tpS A8
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Watch a video
Hear defense attorney Richard O’Carroll 
and Assistant District Attorney Steve 
Kunzweiler speak after the bond hearing 
for Tulsa police Officer Shannon Kepler.
tulsaworldtv.com

 • The murder suspect 
gets out on $825,000 
bond.

SEE Kepler A6
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Ballard told the World 
on Thursday that Frazier-
Branch’s salary is being 
“picked up” by the Kaiser 
Foundation, but he denied 
having asked “anybody to 
reach out to them.”

But Annie Koppel Van 
Hanken, senior program 
officer at the George Kai-
ser Family Foundation, said 
school district officials did 
ask the foundation to assist 
by temporarily employing 
Frazier-Branch until she 
could be rehired by the dis-
trict on Sept. 1.

“It wasn’t presented as 
something unusual. It was 
discussed more of being a 
temporary, administrative 
issue,” Koppel Van Han-
ken said. “Honestly, I don’t 
know what that amount is. 
It was just to keep her on 
the same salary for July 
and August as a temporary 
solution.”

She added that she 
viewed it as part of the 
foundations’s “larger in-
vestment in the McLain 
feeder pattern.”

Frazier-Branch, who was 
still listed Friday among 
the executive staff mem-
bers on the Tulsa Public 
Schools website, super-
vised McLain Junior High 
and High School for Sci-
ence and Technology and 
seven of its feeder schools. 
As part of her duties, she 
evaluated school princi-
pals.

Officials at the state Ed-
ucation Department, as 
well as the Oklahoma State 
School Boards Associa-
tion, which provides legal 
services to hundreds of 
districts, say state law re-
quires that all teachers and 
administrators be evaluat-
ed by certified employees.

Phil Bacharach, a spokes-
man for the Department of 
Education, said a local dis-
trict attorney could take 
legal action and that the 
“legitimacy” of the evalua-
tions Frazier-Branch com-
pleted could be questioned 
if the law was violated.

At the Tulsa World’s 
request, Angeline Boyer, 
manager of media relations 
at St. Peter’s University, 
formerly St. Peter’s Col-
lege, called the university’s 
alumni relations office to 
check on Frazier-Branch’s 
degree status.

She responded that 
alumni relations “didn’t 
find a record immediately.”

“It would involve going 
a little bit further to the 
Registrar’s Office to see if 
the individual is or is not a 

graduate, and they are un-
able to do that unless the 
individual gives permis-
sion,” Boyer said. “It is a 
basic policy that we don’t 
give out information about 
students or graduates un-
less they allow it.”

Frazier-Branch’s pub-
lic personnel records at 
TPS include two St. Peter’s 
transcripts with conflicting 
information. On the first, 
dated December 20, 2013, 
Frazier-Branch is shown to 
have completed 18 hours of 
graduate courses between 
September 1997 and May 
1998, and her anticipated 
degree-completion date is 
listed as May 1999.

On a second transcript, 
dated July 1, 2014, she is 
shown to have completed 
36 hours between Septem-
ber 1996 and May 1998, and 
her anticipated degree-
completion date is August 
2014.

Tulsa Public Schools sent 
a written statement from 
Ballard to reporters on Fri-
day saying he is continuing 
to work with St. Peter’s to 
ensure that Frazier-Branch 
“has the necessary creden-
tials.”

“As part of our verifica-
tion process, St. Peter’s 
College has provided us 
with a letter stating that 
she has completed all mas-
ter’s requirements and pay-
ment of financial obliga-
tions to the college and will 
formally be awarded her 
diploma in August 2014. 
Once we receive a proper 
transcript that would allow 
us to complete the verifi-
cation process, then Ms. 
Frazier-Branch will be able 
to obtain her Oklahoma ad-
ministrative certification,” 
Ballard said in the state-
ment.

“Ms. Frazier-Branch has 
not evaluated teachers or 
assisted in the evaluation 
of teachers. She did, how-
ever, evaluate principals 
and those evaluations will 
be immediately nullified. 
Board officers were briefed 
on the situation a couple of 
months ago.”

Patti Ferguson-Palm-
er, president of the Tulsa 
Classroom Teachers Asso-
ciation, said the situation 
reveals a double-standard 
in how TPS treats admin-
istrative applicants and 
teacher applicants.

“When a teacher doesn’t 
have a certificate, they 
don’t go, ‘Well they had a 
4.0 in college, so let’s go 
ahead and put them on the 
payroll,’” she said. “They 
put them on noncertified 
substitute teacher pay for 
$60 a day until they get a 
certificate. Whereas, if you 
make $106,000 a year and 
are on an administrative 
contract, they pay you $500 
a day apparently.”

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com

State education records 
indicate that Frazier-Branch 
claimed to have a master’s 
degree when she applied for 
a school certificate in Octo-
ber but failed to provide the 
necessary proof.

“The Master’s degree is 
not shown on the transcript. 
Please send an official tran-
script verifying the degree 
claimed on your certifica-
tion application,” states the 
fifth and final letter the state 
sent to Frazier-Branch be-
tween October and January.

Other public records ob-
tained by the Tulsa World 
show that Frazier-Branch 
stated on her application to 
be an instructional leader-
ship director that she gradu-
ated with her bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of 
Virginia-Charlottesville in 
1996 and her master’s from 
St. Peter’s College in Jersey 
City, New Jersey, in 1998.

Copies of Frazier-Branch’s 
transcripts from St. Peter’s 
were also part of the re-
cords, but they list only an-
ticipated degree-completion 
dates, the first being May 
1999 and the second being 
August 2014.

“It is my belief that all 
board members will view the 
circumstance around this is-
sue and take the appropri-
ate action(s),” said Turner-
Addison, who represents the 
area in which all eight of the 
schools Frazier-Branch su-
pervised are located.

“At this time, I will be re-
questing a thorough review 
of our policy and procedure 
related to on-boarding new 
staff members and to deter-
mine … if controls are (in) 
place to ensure account-
ability to comply with board 
policies.”

Turner-Addison and board 
member Leigh Goodson also 
said they learned only after 
being contacted by the Tul-
sa World on Thursday that 
Superintendent Keith Bal-
lard had Frazier-Branch re-
moved from the TPS payroll 
when her contract ended on 
June 30.

The fact that Frazier-
Branch is currently being 
paid by the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation and has 
been working at TPS only as 
an “unpaid consultant” ap-
parently was a revelation to 
them.

“The only thing I was 
aware of is we were in a 
credential-verification pro-
cess,” Goodson said. “I 
would repeat my earlier 
statement that I had not re-
ceived information she did 
not have a certificate.”

Frazier-Branch sat along-
side other instructional 
leadership directors at a 
special school board meet-
ing on Monday evening, and 
Turner-Addison said she 
was introduced as the in-
structional leadership direc-
tor supervising the McLain 
High School feeder pattern 
at a special event last week 
attended by hundreds of 
McLain-area parents, stu-
dents and educators.

“My assumption was she 
was still an employee even 
at the back-to-school event,” 
she said. “If she wasn’t a di-
rect employee of the district, 
that would be something it 
would be important to in-
form all the board members. 
We all want some additional 
information.”

By Staff reportS

Guest lineups for the Sunday 
TV news shows:

oeta’s “oklahoma forum” 
(KoeD, channel 11, 1 p.m.): Lisa 
Harper, HeartLine; Michael 
Brose, Mental Health Associa-
tion Oklahoma; Ted Streuli, The 
Colby Foundation; and Jaclyn 
Cosgrove, The Oklahoman, dis-
cuss mental illness, depression 
and suicide following the death 
of comedian Robin Williams.

aBC’s “this Week”: Reps. 
Michael McCaul, R-Texas, and 
William Lacy Clay Jr., D-Mo.

NBC’s “Meet the press”: Rep. 
Mike Rogers, R-Mich.; the Rev. Al 
Sharpton; Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., 
and his medical mission to Gua-
temala to perform eye surgery.

CBS’ “face the Nation”: Clay; 
Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis.; Sen. Kelly 
Ayotte, R-N.H.

CNN’s “State of the Union”: 
Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
and Jack Reed, D-R.I.; Detroit’s 
police chief, James Craig; Dallas’ 
deputy police chief, Malik Aziz; 
Montgomery County, Maryland’s 
police chief, Thomas Manger.

”fox News Sunday”: Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz.

NeWS ShoWS

By raNDy KrehBIeL
World Staff Writer

President Barack Obama 
should ask Congress for au-
thority to expand U.S. inter-
vention in Iraq, and Congress 
should give it to him, 4th Dis-
trict Congressman Tom Cole 
said Friday in Tulsa.

“The president can claim, 
and a lot of people will want 
him to do this, that he can 
act under the 2002 authori-
zation,” said Cole. “There’s a 
legal argument for that, but I 
don’t think there’s a good po-
litical argument for it.”

Cole said members of both 
parties would be reluctant to 
take such a vote ahead of this 
fall’s elections, but in the long 
run it would be best for all 

concerned.
“There will be a lot of mes-

sages directed to the presi-
dent saying, ‘Don’t make us 
do this,’” said Cole. “But we 
can’t complain about the 
president doing things with-
out authorization if we refuse 
to give him authorization.

“This president, if he’s go-
ing to deploy assets there, 
would be wise to ask Con-
gress. Congress would be 
wise to support him.”

Cole said a “pretty messy 
debate” would accompany 
any such vote, but it would 
be “a mistake to stumble into 
something like this with-
out the American people in-
formed and able to hold Con-
gress accountable.”

Requesting congressional 
approval would also require 
the administration to for-
mulate a coherent policy for 
dealing with the violent in-
surgents, Cole said.

“They should be able to say 

‘Here’s the threat, here’s the 
objective, here’s the strategy, 
here’s what we want (Con-
gress) to do,’” Cole said.

Cole said that, in hindsight, 
the U.S. should have left re-
sidual forces in Iraq, but the 
“real villain” is former Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma-
liki, because it was al-Maliki 
who turned Iraq’s military 
into a sectarian militia and 
pushed the opposition Sunnis 
into the arms of the extrem-
ists.

Cole said Obama was 
“right” not to deal directly 
with the Iraqi government 
until al-Maliki was replaced, 
but that the administration 
needs to do more than react 
to specific situations.

“These are bad guys,” Cole 
said. 

“We do not want them to 
establish a terrorist state.”

Randy Krehbiel 918-581-8365
randy.krehbiel@tulsaworld.com

Cole: Obama should request 
authorization for moves in Iraq 

 • He also says 
Congress “would be 
wise” to grant it.

By roBert BUrNS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —A senior 
White House official raised 
the possibility Friday of a 
broader U.S. military cam-
paign that targets an Islamic 
extremist group’s bases in 
Syria, saying the U.S would 
take whatever action is nec-
essary to protect national se-
curity.

“We’re not going to be re-
stricted by borders,” said Ben 
Rhodes, President Barack 
Obama’s deputy national se-
curity adviser.

The White House said the 
president has received no mil-
itary options beyond those he 
authorized earlier this month 
for limited airstrikes against 
the Islamic State group in 
Iraq and military aid to Iraqi 
and Kurdish forces. Thus far, 

the United States has avoided 
military involvement in Syr-
ia’s three-year civil war. But 
faced with the Islamic State 
making gains across the re-
gion and the beheading of an 
American journalist, the ad-
ministration’s resistance may 
be weakening.

Rhodes spoke a day after 
Obama’s top military adviser 
warned the extremists cannot 
be defeated without “address-
ing” their sanctuary in Syria.

Many prominent Repub-
licans and some Democrats 
have called on Obama to hit 
back harder at the Islamic 
State militants.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., 
a prospective 2016 presiden-
tial candidate, said in an in-
terview Friday that attacking 
their supply lines, command 
and control centers and eco-
nomic assets inside Syria “is 

at the crux of the decision” 
for Obama. The risk of “get-
ting sucked into a new war” 
is outweighed, he said, by the 
risk of inaction.

To hit back at the group, 
Obama has stressed military 
assistance to Iraq and efforts 
to create a new, inclusive 
government in Baghdad that 
can persuade Sunnis to leave 
the insurgency. He also has 
sought to frame the Islamic 
State threat in terms that 
convince other countries — 
not just in the Mideast but 
also in Europe — of the need 
to create a broad coalition 
against the extremists.

Lukman Faily, the Iraqi am-
bassador to Washington, said 
in an interview this week that 
Baghdad’s new leadership 
has been told to expect addi-
tional military help once the 
new government is seated.

U.S. won’t be ‘restricted 
by borders,’ official says

tps
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See the documents
Read a PDF of Tracee Frazier-
Branch’s personnel records 
with the online version of this 
story.
tulsaworld.com



By ANDREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

A Tulsa Public Schools executive 
who claimed to have a master’s de-
gree when she applied for her job 
in April 2013 and for an Oklahoma 
school certificate in October 2013 
was just awarded the degree on 
Tuesday.

Tracee Frazier-Branch was paid 
about $106,000 in 2013-14 for being 

an instructional leadership director 
— which involved duties that by law 
only certified individuals can per-
form — but she never obtained cer-
tification from the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education.

Michael A. Fazio, vice president 

for advancement and external af-
fairs at St. Peter’s University in Jer-
sey City, New Jersey, said that “like 
many schools, Saint Peter’s confers 
degrees several times throughout 
an academic year, including August. 
This year, coincidentally, our August 
conferral is today, August 26.

“Tracee Frazier-Branch was con-
ferred a master of arts in education 
today along with our other August 
degree recipients.”

Officials at the state Department 
of Education, as well as the Okla-
homa State School Boards Associa-
tion, which provides legal services 
to hundreds of school districts, say 
state law requires that all teachers 
and administrators be evaluated by 
certified employees.

Phil Bacharach, a spokesman for 
the Department of Education, said 
a local district attorney could take 
legal action and that the legitimacy 

From the top attic-turned-
bedroom window, I saw a 
stranger walk off with my 

grandma’s favored green plastic 
kitchen bowl.

It was worth the 25-cent 
charge, but it didn’t make it 
easier seeing it leave the drive-
way. I spent many hours gossip-
ing with my grandmother as she 
pulled soaking potatoes from it 
while preparing dinner.

Countless brownies, cookies 
and breads were whipped up in 
it. It wasn’t the only cheap but 
memory-laden item to leave dur-
ing that massive garage sale.

One of my teachers carried 
off some silverware; a youth 
minister took away some half-
broken sports gear, and a young 
couple filled a sack with towels 
and sheets.

That was after my grandmoth-
er died, and Grandpa decided he 
needed to downsize. Once the 
truly worthy and sentimental 
were picked over, it was time for 
a liquidation sale.

It’s hard work packing up five 
decades of knick-knacks and 
mementos. There’s a lot of stuff, 
and that stuff doesn’t always 
need to be handed down.

Sometimes, those everyday 
items are better served in anoth-
er household or simply recycled. 
Still, our things with memories 
attached are difficult to let go.

Leaving a home can be the 
most heart-wrenching.

Letting go: Recently, three of 
my friends and colleagues have 
said farewell to their childhood 
homes.

It’s impossible not to empa-
thize as they post photos and 
write about their recollections 
of sleepovers, Thanksgiving din-
ners and indoor baseball. I’m as-
suming the mom of that last one 
didn’t approve or know plaster 
was being knocked off walls.

In each case, an aging parent 
needed to move to a more man-
ageable residence. It’s a blessing 
when an older person realizes 
this need and makes a change 
without resistance.

That transition is usu-
ally harder on the children and 
grandchildren.

Memories: Among the photos 
my friends shared:

A father sitting alone at a table 
in an empty room looking out 
the window. A mother stand-
ing in front of her last country 
garden. A family of gray-haired 
children and an army of grand-
children gathered on the porch.

A friend’s final photo showed 
the home with a “sold” sign in 
the front yard. She took the pic-
ture and never looked back.

She’ll be back, though.
Not physically. But, when she 

smells her father’s favorite cof-
fee or hears the piano pieces her 
mother played, she’ll be right 
back in that house.

Instead of tears, there will be 
a smile.

My parents moved quite often, 
so it was the homes of my grand-
parents that I became attached 
to.

When bacon cooks in the 
kitchen, I’m transported to my 
Grandma Klein’s breakfast nook. 
The sound of a sewing machine 
takes me back to my Mawmaw’s 
quilting room.

New beginnings: Houses become 

ad 100024557-01

Local The state Department of 
Labor is investigating the 
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By MIKE AVERILL
World Staff Writer

More than 400 people 
from various geographic 
and economic back-

grounds gathered for lunch on the 
lawn outside the Tulsa Commu-
nity College Northeast Campus on 
Tuesday for the inaugural Food on 
the Move.

The event is a collaboration of 
food and health experts and com-
munity partners working to mobi-
lize good quality food into hard-
to-reach economically challenged 
areas and help combat hunger.

“We are focusing on a deep set 

of challenges, which are not just 
hunger, but it comes back to the 
economy and comes back to the 
history of our city, and we want 
to help build a bridge that be-
gins to change things in a unique 
way,” said Taylor Hanson, the lo-
cal Grammy-nominated musician 
who worked to put the event to-
gether.

Food on the Move includes 
partners on the government, busi-
ness and nonprofit level working 
together.

“The goal is to bring food to peo-
ple who might be struggling while 

Candice Danne holds her 2-month-old son, Braxtyn, as they cool off and shop in the Real Good Food Truck mobile grocery store during the Food 
on the Move event at Tulsa Community College’s Northeast Campus on Tuesday. Photos by MIKE SIMONS/Tulsa World

New PartNershiP: MaKINg a fOOD DESErT bLOOM

Food on the Move

Leaving  
old homes  
never gets  
easy to do

Event fights hunger, brings 
food to challenged areas

 • The administrator had 
listed the degree on her  
job application in 2013.

Ginnie 
Graham

ginnie.graham
@tulsaworld.com

918-581-8376

Twitter: @ginniegraham
tulsaworld.com/ginniegraham

SEE hoMes a14

By RHETT MORGAN 
World Staff Writer

Litigious fallout sur-
faced Monday from last 
week’s state multicounty 
grand jury investigation 
that yielded no indict-
ments against elected of-

ficials from Rogers County.
District Attorney Janice 

Steidley, who serves Rog-
ers, Mayes and Craig coun-
ties, and Rogers County 
Commissioner Kirt Thack-
er, both of whom lost re-
election bids in June, filed 
civil lawsuits in Tulsa 

County District Court.
They directed their 

litigation at several de-
fendants — Thacker’s suit 
includes Rogers County 
Sheriff Scott Walton and 
Claremore Police officers 
John Singer and Steve 
Cox — who they say filed, 
helped create or circulat-
ed a Rogers County grand 
jury petition that accused 
them of criminal conduct.

That petition led to evi-
dence being heard by a 
state multicounty grand 
jury, which issued no in-
dictments against Rogers 
County officials at the end 
of its session Thursday.

Monday’s lawsuits were 
filed in Tulsa County be-
cause two of the defen-
dants in both suits, Carl 

Rogers County grand jury targets file lawsuits
 • No indictments were returned, but 

two plaintiffs lost re-election bids.

Re-eleCTioN BiDs losT
District Attorney Janice steidley 
(left) and Rogers County Com-
missioner Kirt Thacker: Both lost 
re-election bids in June.SEE RoGeRs a14

Taylor hanson DJs during the Food on the Move event at the 
TCC Northeast Campus on Tuesday. MIKE SIMONS/Tulsa World

Get more iNformatioN
Learn more about food on the Move.  foodonthemoveok.com SEE FooD a14

quesTioNs
Tracee Frazier-
Branch: She was 
an instructional 
leadership director 
and evaluated prin-
cipals. Only state-
certified individuals 
can do that.

tulsaworld.com

Read the documents
See PDfs of Tracee frazier-branch’s 
personnel records, state certification 
application and state responses with 
the online version of this story.
tulsaworld.com

TPS exec just got master’s Tuesday

SEE Tps a14



or program defi ciencies were 
identifi ed” through the inves-
tigation. 

The Labor Department 
declined to provide the com-
plaint that was fi led in 2013, 
saying it involved personal 
communications from a per-
son exercising a right protect-
ed by the Oklahoma and U.S. 
constitutions.

However, Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel Daniel Mares 
said in his response to the 
open records request that the 
complaint alleged that Richey 
required offi  cers to handle 
and transport hazardous and 
explosive chemicals found at 
suspected meth labs without 
protective suits or eye protec-
tion. Mares said the complaint 
also alleged that the materials 
were stored at a rear entrance 
to the police station and dis-
posed of in the city garbage.

According to a Labor De-
partment inspection summary 
report, Richey told an inves-
tigator that the complaint 
stemmed from an incident 
more than two years earlier 
that involved components that 
were not active. Richey said 
he hauled them in the back 
of his truck when they were 
moved, also telling the investi-
gator that he had the certifi ca-
tion and training to move the 
items.

The report noted that the 
Collinsville department’s 
policy for when offi  cers come 
across an active meth lab is to 
call and wait for Owasso po-
lice or the Tulsa County Sher-
iff ’s Offi  ce to clean it up be-
cause they are trained in meth 
lab remediation.

September will mark four 
years for Richey as police 
chief, Polk said.

Corey Jones 918-581-8359
corey.jones@tulsaworld.com

BY COREY JONES 
World Staff  Writer

COLLINSVILLE — The 
Oklahoma Department of 
Labor is looking into ac-
cusations that Collinsville 
Police Chief Jimmie Richey 
mishandled a situation 
involving a methamphet-
amine lab in late July.

The complaint is the sec-
ond of its nature leveled 
against Richey.

Communications Direc-
tor Liz McNeill confi rmed 
Tuesday that the Labor De-
partment is investigating a 
complaint against Richey. 
McNeill said she was unable 
to comment further.

Collinsville City Man-
ager Pam Polk said the is-
sue arose from a July 31 
situation involving an active 
meth lab in the 300 block of 
North 12th Street in which 
the police chief is alleged to 
have mishandled the mat-
ter, potentially exposing an 
offi  cer to dangerous chemi-
cals.

“He went by all the proce-
dures and protocols that we 
have in place,” Polk said.

Richey didn’t return 
phone messages seek-
ing comment. Attempts to 
reach Fraternal Order of 
Police Lodge 212, which 
represents members of the 
Collinsville Police Depart-
ment, were unsuccessful.

Polk said the police chief 
and another offi  cer went to 
a residence to investigate 
a report of an active meth 
lab. Richey and the offi  cer 
entered to secure the lab 
and then waited outside for 
hazardous materials crews 
to arrive, she said.

Polk said Owasso police 
typically assist in hazard-
ous-materials situations 
because that department 
has additional training and 
gear. Offi  cers from Owasso 
assisted in this instance, she 
said.

A similar complaint al-
leging the mishandling of a 
meth lab was fi led several 
months ago against Richey. 
In that case, the Labor De-
partment investigated and 
determined the complaint 
to be unfounded, Polk said.

In an Aug. 12, 2013, memo 
obtained by the Tulsa World 
through an open records re-
quest to the Labor Depart-
ment, compliance inspector 
Bill Hanks wrote to Richey, 
“We are pleased to inform 
you that no serious hazards 

Collinsville police chief 
investigated by state
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Williams and his wife, Sally, 
live in Tulsa County, docu-
ments show. Carl Williams is 
Singer’s stepfather, and Sally 
is his biological mother, re-
cords show.

Steidley, along with fellow 
prosecutor and plaintiff David 
Iski, allege in their suit that 
they were defamed by the de-
fendants, who leveled “false, 
highly misleading” state-
ments against them that were 
published with “malice and an 
ulterior and illicit purpose.”

Three other defendants are 
named besides the William-
ses — a Claremore attorney, a 
former Rogers County judge 
and an ex-Rogers County 
prosecutor.

Steidley alleges that her 

primary election loss in June 
— she gained only 13 percent 
of the vote — was the direct 
result of the “tortuous con-
duct and activities” of the 
defendants, documents indi-
cate.

Thacker is seeking actual 
and punitive damages in his 
suit, which lists 11 defen-
dants, including all six who 
spearheaded the Rogers 
County grand jury petition.

In October, Attorney Gen-
eral Scott Pruitt announced 
that the multicounty grand 
jury would investigate multi-
ple allegations of wrongdoing 
by public officials and others 
in Rogers County. The probe 
included topics in a rejected 
grand jury petition that had 
the signatures of nearly 7,000 
verified Rogers County vot-
ers, as well as issues raised by 
Steidley.

The county petition made 

homes when good memories 
are made within the walls 
and on the grounds.

It’s not the bricks, wood, 
mortar and furnishings we 
fondly recall. It’s the love, 
laughter and life lessons we 
cherish.

Like most people saying 
goodbye, I cried when my 
grandpa sold his home and 
when Mawmaw left the 

farm. But as everyone in the 
families had gone their own 
ways, it was time to move on.

When I’ve returned to my 
hometown and driven by my 
grandparents’ old place, I see 
life in the home — toys in the 
yard, flowers in the garden 
and new siding.

That sad day getting rid 
of dishes, rags and what-not 
wasn’t the end for us. It was 
just the closing of a door, 
which was opened as a new 
beginning for another family 
ready to make good memo-
ries.

homes
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bringing together those who 
can and can’t pay,” said Eileen 
Bradshaw, executive director 
of the Community Food Bank 
of Eastern Oklahoma. 

“Some of the people are 
nonpaying customers; some 
are paying a suggested dona-
tion, and others are paying 
for their meal and someone 
else’s.”

Food trucks at the event 
included the Doghouse, T-
Town Gourmet and the Com-
munity Food Bank of Eastern 
Oklahoma’s mobile eatery.

Everyone who showed up 
was given a red ticket — re-
gardless of what, or if, they 
paid — that was redeemable 
for lunch.

“I think it’s an important 
way to bring awareness to 
the fact that we are all in the 
midst of those who may need 
help,” Bradshaw said.

The plan is to hold similar 
events in other areas across 
Tulsa that are considered to 
be food deserts — areas with-
out access to fresh, healthy 
and affordable food, said 
Meghann Ray, spokeswoman 
for Iron Gate.

She said Iron Gate, a 
downtown soup kitchen that 
provides meals seven days a 
week, is one of the agencies 
partnering with Food on the 

Move because of the goal of 
getting food to people who 
need it the most.

“This is a way for us to get 
food out to people and reach 
other areas in the commu-
nity,” she said. “We’re pretty 
proud to get involved with 
these other agencies that are 
trying to fight hunger in the 
community.”

The Real Good Food Truck 
mobile grocery store was at 
the event, as well as repre-

sentatives from the Tulsa 
Health Department and the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture.

Jackie Randles, who lives 
at the nearby Apache Manor 
public housing complex, said 
she took her family to the 
event after receiving a flier.

“It’s awesome to get to 
meet people who care about 
the community a little more 
than what we are used to see-
ing,” she said.

Randles was particularly 
interested in the mobile gro-
cery store, which makes stops 
at the campus twice a week.

“We don’t have transporta-
tion, and the fact that we can 
walk and get meat and vege-
tables and other options than 
what they have at the little 
store up the street is nice,” 
she said.

Mike Averill 918-581-8489
mike.averill@tulsaworld.com
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Katie Plohocky stocks free produce at the R&G Family Grocers booth during the Food on the Move 
event Tuesday. mIKE SImoNS/Tulsa World

numerous allegations against 
Steidley and her assistant 
prosecutors, as well Mike 
Helm and Thacker, both 
Rogers County commission-
ers. Accusations included 
witness-tampering, wiretap-
ping, threats, false reporting 
of criminal activity, fraud, 
bid-splitting and unauthor-
ized public work on private 
property.

While the multicounty 
grand jury found nothing in 
Rogers County that rose to 
the level of a crime, the probe 
did reveal “an alarming lack 

of respect, civility and overall 
professionalism in the rela-
tionship” between the district 
attorney and Rogers County 
law enforcement agencies, ac-
cording to an interim report 
released in May.

The grand jury said it didn’t 
have time to complete its in-
vestigation into allegations of 
wrongdoing against Rogers 
County commissioners, add-
ing it supported continued in-
vestigation into those matters.

Rhett Morgan 918-581-8395
rhett.morgan@tulsaworld.com

of the evaluations Frazier-
Branch completed could be 
questioned if the law was vio-
lated.

After the Tulsa World re-
ported last week about Fra-
zier-Branch’s lack of state 
certification, Tulsa Superin-
tendent Keith Ballard said the 
evaluations of school princi-
pals Frazier-Branch complet-
ed in 2013-14 would be “imme-
diately nullified,” and longtime 
school board member Lana 
Turner-Addison called for a 
review of TPS’ policy and pro-
cedures for verifying creden-
tials of new employees.

Public records obtained by 
the World show that Frazier-
Branch stated on her job appli-
cation that she graduated with 
her bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Virginia-Char-
lottesville in 1996 and received 
her master’s from St. Peter’s 
College in New Jersey in 1998.

And state education records 
indicate that Frazier-Branch 
claimed to have a master’s de-
gree when she applied for a 
school certificate in October 
but failed to provide the nec-
essary proof.

“The Master’s degree is 
not shown on the transcript. 
Please send an official tran-
script verifying the degree 
claimed on your certification 
application,” states the fifth 
and final letter the state sent 
to Frazier-Branch between 
October and January.

Copies of Frazier-Branch’s 
transcripts from St. Peter’s, 
also part of the TPS records, 
show conflicting information 
about her credit hours earned, 
but neither indicates that her 
master’s degree had ever been 
conferred.

On the first, dated Dec. 20, 
2013, Frazier-Branch is shown 
to have completed 18 hours 
of graduate courses between 
September 1997 and May 
1998, and her anticipated de-
gree-completion date is listed 
as May 1999. On a second tran-

script, dated July 1, 2014, she 
is shown to have completed 
36 hours between September 
1996 and May 1998, and her 
anticipated degree-comple-
tion date is August 2014.

Turner-Addison, school 
board President Ruth Ann 
Fate, Vice President Gary 
Percefull and member Leigh 
Goodson all told the Tulsa 
World last week they had not 
been informed that Frazier-
Branch was lacking the re-
quired certification.

Turner-Addison and Good-
son also said they learned only 
after being contacted by the 
Tulsa World on Thursday that 
Ballard had Frazier-Branch 
removed from the TPS payroll 
when her contract ended on 
June 30.

The fact that Frazier-
Branch is currently being paid 
by the George Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation and has been 
working at TPS as an “unpaid 
consultant” apparently was a 
revelation to them.

Frazier-Branch sat along-
side other instructional lead-

ership directors at a special 
school board meeting earlier 
last week, and Turner-Addi-
son said she was introduced 
as the instructional leader-
ship director supervising the 
McLain High School feeder 
pattern at a special event last 
week attended by hundreds 
of McLain-area parents, stu-
dents and educators.

Board member Suzanne 
Schreiber, who was not on the 
board when Frazier-Branch 
was hired in June 2013, told 
the World this week that 
Percefull informed her this 
summer that Frazier-Branch 
“had perfect qualification but 
lacked proper documenta-
tion,” so her contract was not 
going to be recommended for 
renewal for 2014-15.

“As chair of the Policy Sub-
committee and member of 
Human Capital Subcommit-
tee, I am confident we will re-
view the policies extensively,” 
Schreiber said.

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com
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Tulsa kicks off 2014 tonight
College football season arrives early in Tulsa.
While most teams start on Saturday, the Uni-

versity of Tulsa opens its 2014 season on Thurs-
day night against Tulane University.

It’s not only the first game of the season for the 
two TUs; it’s their first as members of the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference, a 1-year-old amalgama-
tion of 11 schools that were mostly either left over 
from the Big East Conference split or emigrated 
from Conference USA.

The game has been called a must-win for Tulsa, 
which was forecast to finish last in the Ameri-
can standings after a disappointing 3-9 season 
in 2013. TU hosts No. 3-ranked Oklahoma next 
Saturday at Chapman Stadium.

“You want the springboard into the season, into 
week two,” said head 
coach Bill Blankenship.

— John E. hoovEr

By ZIVA BRANSTETTER
World Enterprise Editor

ANd CARy ASPINWALL
World Staff Writer

Oklahoma’s Department of Cor-
rections has hired the former war-
den of an Arizona prison where 
a lengthy botched execution oc-
curred last month, records show.

Lance Hetmer has been hired 
as special assistant to DOC Direc-
tor Robert Patton, a newly created 
position. Hetmer was the warden 
at Arizona’s Florence Prison com-
plex.

On July 23, Joseph Rudolph 
Wood’s execution at the Florence 
prison took nearly two hours while 

the inmate snort-
ed and gasped for 
breath, witnesses 
said. Wood was 
injected 15 times 
with an experi-
mental combi-
nation of drugs, 
including mid-
azolam, records 
show.

Midazolam is 
the same drug 
Oklahoma used 
for the first time 
in its April 29 

botched execution of Clayton Lock-
ett. Critics have said the drug does 
not qualify as a true anesthetic and 
has now been used in three execu-
tions that took substantially longer 
than typical lethal injections.

One hour into Wood’s execution, 
his attorney, Dale Baich, sent other 
attorneys to file an emergency mo-
tion asking the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals to stop it. Wood died be-
fore the court took any action.

Hetmer’s name appears in many 
of the communications included in 
Arizona’s report on Wood’s execu-
tion. Baich confirmed to the Tulsa 
World that Hetmer was present at 
the execution.

By ANdREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY — The Okla-
homa State Department of Educa-
tion conducts regular compliance 
checks on the certification status of 
school employees because paying 
someone without a valid certificate 
would be an “illegal expenditure of 

public funds.”
State Board of Education members 

on Wednesday were told of 10 school 
employees from across the state 
who were flagged in the most recent 
check, in July, and the list includes 
one each from the Tulsa, Jenks and 
Claremore districts and two from 
Allen Bowden, a dependent school 
district north of Sapulpa.

Tulsa Public Schools was flagged 
in the check for an employee named 
Geoffrey Woodson. He had served 
previously as assistant principal at 
Memorial and Booker T. Washing-
ton high schools, but TPS officials 

said he was working in district ad-
ministration, as the coordinator of 
secondary schools constituent and 
student services, during 2013-14.

“Mr. Geoffrey Woodson left the dis-
trict effective Oct. 23, 2013,” said Talia 
Shaull, chief human capital officer at 
TPS. “All of our processes with regard 

to certification are currently under 
review. We anticipate Dr. (Keith) Bal-
lard will be addressing any possible 
changes as early as next week.”

The TPS review was already un-
derway because of the Tulsa World’s 
reports about another TPS execu-
tive who claimed to have a master’s 
degree when she applied for her job 
in April 2013 and for an Oklahoma 
school certificate in October 2013 
but who was just awarded the de-
gree on Tuesday.

Tracee Frazier-Branch was paid 
about $106,000 in 2013-14 for being 
an instructional leadership director 

in the district. The position requires 
duties that by law only certified indi-
viduals can perform — but she never 
obtained certification from the Okla-
homa State Department of Education 
because she couldn’t provide proof of 
having earned a master’s degree.

Kim Richey, general counsel at the 
state Department of Education, told 
the board she had sent letters to two 
of the 10 districts that had employees 
flagged in the most recent checks.

She said those letters were to in-
form them that they had violated the 
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A triumphant return
Devon Walker is back 

in Tulsa, back where 
football and tragedy 

met in a head-on collision, back 
where he was rescued, allowed 
to live on, his body broken but 
his spirit renewed.

Walker, then a senior at Tu-
lane University, broke his neck 
two years ago while playing in 
a game against the University 
of Tulsa at TU’s H.A. Chapman 
Stadium. He stopped breath-
ing and, perhaps two minutes 
from dying, was resuscitated. 
Paralyzed ever since, Walker 

uses a motorized wheelchair, 
is attached to a mechanical 
breather, needs constant care 
and is unlikely to walk again.

But through all the days of 
fear and agony, all the moments 
of anguish and torment, Devon 
Walker discovered his unbreak-
able courage, his unyielding 
fortitude.

“You know your children 
somewhat, but it takes adver-
sity sometimes for you to really 
know a person, and this has real-

Injured player grateful for Tulsa support

New aide 
attended 
arizona 
execution

State warns schools on certifications

Devon Walker, who was paralyzed two years ago in a tulane football game against tulsa, is greeted by new orleans saints quarterback Drew Brees 
(left) at the school’s May 17 graduation ceremony in the superdome in new orleans. Brees received a tulane president’s medal and spoke at the cer-
emony. MATTHEW HINTON/The New Orleans Advocate

neW hire
Lance hetmer (left) and robert pat-
ton: Hetmer, a former warden at an 
Arizona prison, was hired by Patton, 
the former Arizona prison system 
director and current Oklahoma DOC 
director.

tulane Green Wave cornerback Derrick strozier (13) runs 
on the field with a flag honoring tulane’s Devon Walker in new 
orleans in August 2013. MATTHEW HINTON/The New Orleans Advocate
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See a  
court filing
Read Joseph 
Wood’s pre-
execution appeal 
with the online 
version of this 
story.
bit.ly/ 
arizonawarden

 • The former warden 
will be an assistant to 
state’s DOC director.

SEE DoC A7

Tulsa vs. Tulane: NEW SEASON KICKS Off
7 p.m. Thursday  •  H.A. Chapman Stadium  •  TV: CBSSN-249  •  Radio: KRMG, AM 740, fM 102.3

tu head coach 
Bill Blankenship  
Tulsa World file

Veteran Nelson back 
with Hurricane
Glenpool graduate Demarco 
Nelson is back on the field 
after missing a season due 
to suspension. B1

John E.
Hoover

Sports Columnist
john.hoover

@tulsaworld.com
918-581-8384

Twitter:  
@JohnEHoover SEE WALker A7

‘As far as the 
Tulsa community,  

they have been 
some of my  

biggest  
supporters.’

dEVoN WALkER

Tulsaworld.com

See documents
find a list of the flagged educators and 
the letters sent to Oklahoma school dis-
tricts with the online version of this story.

SEE sChooL A7

 • Ten state educators 
were flagged in the latest 
certification review.
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BY CURTIS KILLMAN 
World Staff  Writer

Texas officials have 
agreed to keep secret cer-
tain records pertaining to 
the autopsy of convicted 
murderer Clayton Lockett, 
who died following Okla-
homa’s botched execution 
attempt April 29.

Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott issued an opin-
ion Friday siding with Okla-
homa officials’ contention 
that the release of certain 
information, such as records 
identifying the supplier of 
lethal-injection drugs, is 
confidential under Oklaho-
ma law.

However, he overruled 
a request by Oklahoma of-
ficials that other details of 
the autopsy report be kept 
secret.

Oklahoma officials inter-
vened in a records request 
made by the Tulsa World 
and others after Texas of-
ficials appeared ready to 
release certain information 
that officials here argued 
should be kept private.

Oklahoma’s request for 
confidentiality contrasts 
with a statement Depart-
ment of Public Safety Com-

missioner Michael Thomp-
son made in late June that 
the Lockett autopsy report 
would be made public along 
with the agency’s findings.

Oklahoma officials asked 
the Dallas County Medical 
Examiner’s Office to con-
duct the autopsy following 
the April 29 execution of 
Lockett, 38.

In June, the World re-
quested a copy of Lockett’s 
autopsy report from Dallas 
County officials.

The request included any 
reports, photographs, pre-
liminary and final autopsy 
reports, and any communi-
cations with Oklahoma offi-
cials concerning the Lockett 
autopsy.

The World did not plan to 
publish any photographs of 
Lockett but rather sought 
any information they might 
divulge.

Dallas County officials 
asked the Texas attor-
ney general to rule on the 
World’s information re-
quest.

The Texas Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office issued an opin-
ion Aug. 4 that appears to 
respond to concerns voiced 
by Oklahoma officials about 
the World’s request. In its 

response, Texas Attorney 
General’s Office sided with 
Oklahoma’s contention that 
the county must withhold 
information made confiden-
tial pursuant to the Oklaho-
ma Open Records Act.

However, Texas officials 
said any information creat-
ed by Dallas County officials 
is not subject to the Okla-
homa Open Records Act and 
may not be withheld from 
the public.

On Friday, a DPS attorney 
sent Texas officials another 
letter seeking clarification. 
The letter refers to the pos-
sible release of seven exhib-
its included in the pending 
autopsy report that officials 
here claim are confidential 
under the Oklahoma Open 
Records Act.

“These exhibits contain 
information that (1) falls 
within Texas’s public safety 
exception and (2) is spe-
cifically confidential under 
Oklahoma law,” wrote Kim 
Rytter, Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Public Safety as-
sistant general counsel, in a 
letter to Abbott.

At issue are photographs 
taken by the Dallas County 
medical examiner. The pho-
tos include information that 
identifies the pharmacist as-
sociated with the lethal-in-
jection drugs, the attending 
physician and DOC person-

nel, according to the letter 
from Rytter.

A letter dated the same 
day from Abbott’s office 
agreed with Oklahoma offi-
cials that records revealing 
identities of the pharmacy 
and pharmacist who sup-
plied the drugs, the attend-
ing physician and DOC per-
sonnel who participated in 
the execution process are 
confidential under Okla-
homa law and must be with-
held by Dallas County offi-
cials.

Abbott declined a request 
by Oklahoma officials to 
shield other unidentified 
records contained in the au-
topsy report, stating that the 
autopsy information created 
by the county in the remain-
ing exhibits is not subject 
to the Oklahoma Open Re-
cords Act.

“Therefore, no portion of 
the remaining submitted in-
formation, that is, informa-
tion created by the county, 
may be withheld on the ba-
sis of Oklahoma’s confiden-
tiality provision,” according 
to the Texas Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office.

An Oklahoma DPS spokes-
man did not respond to a re-
quest for comment Wednes-
day.

 Curtis Killman 918-581-8471
curtis.killman@tulsaworld.com

Texas withholds some autopsy data
 • The World sought results after the 

Lockett execution.
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An Arizona DOC spokes-
man said Hetmer was war-
den at Arizona State Prison 
Complex-Florence and that 
carrying out the execution 
was his last significant of-
ficial duty. He retired on or 
about July 24, the spokesman 
said.

Patton was a top adminis-
trator in the Arizona Depart-
ment of Corrections before 
he began serving as Oklaho-
ma’s DOC director in Febru-
ary. He served as a warden 
and deputy warden at several 
Arizona prisons during his 
career there.

Jerry Massie, an Oklahoma 
Department of Corrections 
spokesman, said Hetmer was 
hired as special assistant to 
Patton on July 28 at a salary 
of $95,000. Massie said the 
job title is a new one for DOC 
but did not add a position to 

the agency’s staff.
“They took an existing po-

sition and retitled it,” Massie 
said.

When asked whether Pat-
ton was aware of Hetmer’s 
role in the Arizona execu-
tion, Massie said: “Director 
Patton came from Arizona, 
so I’m sure he knew what the 
warden’s role was.” Hetmer 
was offered the job before 
Wood’s execution, he said.

Baich said Hetmer read the 
death warrant to Wood be-
fore the execution and asked 
whether Wood had any last 
words. Hetmer then walked 
out of the death chamber 
and monitored events from a 
separate room with Arizona 
Department of Corrections 
Director Charles Ryan, he 
said.

“They said 15 different 
times that the prisoner was 
sedated, and I don’t know if 
Hetmer said that or if Ryan 
said that,” Baich said.

As special assistant to 
Oklahoma’s director, Hetmer 

could be involved in poli-
cies related to executions, 
Massie said. Hetmer’s job in-
volves “whatever assignment 
the director gives him, so I 
would imagine you couldn’t 
rule it out.”

Baich said Arizona’s De-
partment of Corrections has 
refused to tell him which of-
ficial chose the drug combi-
nation used to execute Wood.

An investigation into Lock-
ett’s execution is pending 
with the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

Lockett’s execution took 
43 minutes while he strained, 
mumbled and writhed on 
the gurney to which he was 
strapped. The execution was 
halted shortly before he died, 
and prison officials closed 
the blinds, preventing me-
dia witnesses from observing 
what happened.

A federal lawsuit filed ear-
lier this week by the ACLU 
on behalf of two media out-
lets seeks to prevent Oklaho-
ma prison officials from fil-

tering any part of executions 
from official witnesses.

The Lockett execution is 
not the first time Patton has 
been questioned regarding 
execution procedures.

As part of a lawsuit brought 
by death-row inmates in Ari-
zona’s prison system, Patton 
acknowledged that a mem-
ber of the prison’s execution 
team lacked qualifications 
related to IV placement. He 
said in a 2011 deposition that 
he never checked to deter-
mine whether any execution 
team members had experi-
ence placing femoral IVs, a 
requirement of the Arizona 
prison system’s protocol.

Patton was division di-
rector of operations at the 
time and was responsible for 
planning and directing exe-
cution-related activities.

Ziva Branstetter 918-581-8306
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com

Cary Aspinwall 918-581-8477
cary.aspinwall@tulsaworld.com
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ly opened my eyes to Devon,” 
Walker’s mother Inez, told 
the Tulsa World Wednesday 
night. “He’s amazing. He just 
keeps going.”

Tulane Athletic Director 
Rick Dickson told the Tulsa 
World, “It’s one of the most 
remarkable things I’ve ever 
been associated with.”

That’s why Walker is back 
in Tulsa, back where his 
life as an athlete came to a 
violent end and his life as an 
inspiration began.

The Golden Hurricane 
and the Green Wave start the 
2014 season at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, and Walker — now a col-
lege graduate with a degree 
in cellular and molecular bi-
ology and an honorary New 
Orleans Saint with a one-day 
contract — will be on the 
Tulane sideline and has a 
video presentation planned 
for halftime.

“I really don’t know how 
it is going to hit me or affect 
me till I get there,” Walker 
told the New Orleans Times-
Picayune this week. “It might 
be a heavy burden, or it 
might be a little uplifting.”

Walker asked Dickson and 
Tulane coach Curtis Johnson 
if he could return to Tulsa to 
personally thank the crew of 
emergency medical techni-
cians, doctors and athletic 
trainers who saved his life 
that warm, sunny day on 
Skelly Field.

“For him to go back there 
to thank them, to be around 
them again, to go back there 
to the site of this injury is 
just too courageous for me,” 
Johnson said this week. “I 
don’t know what I would 
do. He is just a courageous 
young man. I love him for it.”

On Wednesday night at 
Tulane’s team hotel, Walker 
hosted an intimate gathering 
to personally thank each first 
responder and caregiver who 
helped him. Former Mayor 
Bill LaFortune proclaimed 
him an honorary Tulsan and 
gave him a key to the city.

“I just wanted to come 

back here and thank you all, 
because Tulsa has been my 
biggest supporters,” Walker 
said.

Said Dickson, “It is a tragic 
thing that’s happened, and 
without question it redirected 
his life. But the next saga or 
next part of the story is every-
thing that happens next, and 
he’s absolutely determined to 
lead a productive and fruitful 
and satisfying life.

“Whether it was going to 
medical school or what, he 
was always gonna impact 
others. This event hasn’t 
changed that. He is still af-
fecting others, and maybe at 
a greater pace than he would 
have through medicine.”

Two minutes from dying

During their game on Sept. 
8, 2012, with two seconds left 
before halftime, Tulsa was 
in position to pad a 35-3 lead 
and called timeout for one 
final, fateful play.

TU quarterback Cody 
Green threw to Willie Carter, 
who avoided a tackler and 
turned upfield. Walker, a 
173-pound safety wearing 
No. 18, came up to tackle 
Carter, but Carter ducked at 
the last moment to avoid the 
hit. Walker’s head was down 

and he missed Carter, his 
helmet instead colliding with 
271-pound teammate Julius 
Warmsley.

It was an event that anyone 
in Chapman Stadium won’t 
soon forget.

Walker hasn’t moved his 
arms or legs since, but it 
could have been much worse.

“Most of the high cervical 
spine injuries like this in the 
field, they all pass away in 
the field,” said TU team phy-
sician Dr. Brad Boone. “Very 
few of them make it to the 
emergency room. They’re 
usually dead on the scene.”

Boone is renowned for 
his work on athletes’ knees, 
shoulders and elbows, but 
early in his career he was 
trained in trauma tech-
niques. He said Walker was 
two or three minutes away 
from dying.

As the teams went to the 
locker rooms, Boone and 
fellow TU team physician Dr. 
George Mauerman went over 
to help. When Boone saw the 

severity of the situation, he 
immediately began directing 
efforts to keep Walker alive.

“He was breathing on 
his own,” Boone said, “but 
within a minute, he lost con-
sciousness and started going 
downhill pretty quick.”

“The whole time,” Walker 
told the Times-Picayune, “I 
was trying to gasp for breath. 
My diaphragm wasn’t work-
ing, so I was just trying to 
breathe.”

Walker had suffered neu-
rogenic (spinal) shock and 
passed out. With his invol-
untary breathing muscles 
paralyzed, he was becoming 
hypoxic. Without oxygen, 
his  brain would soon cease 
functioning.

Boone and Mauerman 
quickly administered in-
travenous doses of adrena-
line and atropine to boost 
Walker’s heart rate. They or-
dered an intubation set and 
were preparing to perform 
a tracheotomy — an incision 
in Walker’s throat to insert a 
breathing tube (“which you 
just cringe thinking about,” 
Boone said) — when he came 
around.

His spinal shock was 
reversed, Boone said, and 
“within a minute, he started 
having a blood pressure and 

a heart rate, and as soon as 
his circulatory system col-
lapse was reversed with the 
medicine, then he woke up. 
His blood pressure shot up, 
and he started assisting with 
his breathing.”

Tulsa’s altruism

While riding in the ambu-
lance with Walker, Dickson 
received a phone call from 
Saint Francis Hospital Trust-
ee and Tulsa philanthropist 
Bill Warren.

“He said, ‘Rick, I’ve already 
alerted my people,’ ” Dickson 
recalled. “ ‘I’ll have my chief 
of staff, our top trauma doc-
tor and nurses and surgeons 
there waiting on you, and 
we’ll take care of this guy.”

For Dickson, a Bishop 
Kelley and TU alumnus and 
former Tulsa athletic direc-
tor, it was the kind of take-
charge generosity he’s come 
to expect from his hometown. 
For Walker, it was merely 
the first example of Tulsa’s 
munificence.

TU received collection-
plate donations that season 
and sent Walker a check for 
$25,000. Warren and TU 
Trustee Emeritus and Tulsa 
philanthropist Bob West took 
Walker’s cause even further, 

contributing what Dickson 
said was “several hundred 
thousand dollars” of the sev-
en-figure cost toward rehab 
and physical therapy as well 
as construction of “Devon’s 
Den,” a special renovation 
to his mother’s New Orleans 
home that accommodates 
Walker’s needs.

“I tell everybody that even 
today, the most mail, cards 
and letters ... wishing him 
well and praying for him, 
we still get the most corre-
spondence from Tulsa,” said 
Walker’s mother, who as a 
child used to visit her father 
when he lived in Tulsa. “Such 
wonderful people here.”

And this week, Mauerman 
coordinated with Tulsa rehab 
specialist Dr. Perri Craven to 
arrange for accessible ground 
transportation for Walker 
during his visit.

“The folks in Tulsa stepped 
up once again,” Dickson said.

“As far as the Tulsa com-
munity, they have been some 
of my biggest supporters,” 
Walker said. “I’ve got thou-
sands of letters from them, 
from the people in Tulsa, so 
they are really good people, 
and I’m really proud to say 
they are a part of my com-
munity now. They have been 
there since Day 1.”

Walker
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A member of the Tulane football team talks with Devon Walker, a senior member of the 
Green Wave football team majoring in biochemistry before the start of the New Orleans 
Bowl on Dec. 21, 2013. Associated Press file

TU’s Thomas Roberson runs toward the end zone as Tulane’s Devon 
Walker pursues on Sept. 8, 2012. Walker was seriously injured on the last 
play of the first half. Tom GILBErT/Tulsa World file
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law in 2013-14 and exposed 
their local school board 
members who authorized 
the contracts of those em-
ployees without valid certifi-
cates to personal liability.

“Those board members 
would be guilty of fraudulent 
expenditure of public funds. 
Because of that, we copy the 
local district attorneys on 
the correspondence to the 
school district,” Richey said.

The Tulsa World request-
ed copies of the two letters 
after the meeting, and they 
showed that the employ-
ees in question were Billie 
Jordan, who worked as su-
perintendent of Keys Pub-
lic Schools in southwestern 
Cherokee County, and Glen-
da Newman, who worked as 
a teacher in Muldrow Public 
Schools in Sequoyah County.

Lynn Jones, executive di-
rector of the Accreditation 
Standards Division, told the 
board that some of the other 
eight school employees had 
been reported as certified 
employees but held positions 
that did not necessarily re-
quire state certification.

She said the districts were 
allowed to simply change 
their reports to reflect that 
the employees were support 
employees. She said the Edu-
cation Department ensured 
that none of the flagged em-
ployees received credit for 
working as certified educa-
tors during 2013-14, which af-
fects retirement benefits.

She also noted that her di-
vision is working on a meth-
od for districts to be instantly 
notified of a possible certi-
fication issue when they are 
completing their annual em-
ployee reports to the state.

State Superintendent Janet 
Barresi said there is a particu-
lar need for school districts to 
be vigilant in checking cre-
dentials because of the state-
wide teacher shortage. She 
said she thought it would be 
a good idea to have the state’s 
regional accreditation offi-
cers, who monitor compli-
ance in public schools across 
the state, emphasize the im-
portance of checking the cer-
tification status of new hires, 
including retirees whose cer-
tificates might have lapsed.

Jenks Public Schools 
spokeswoman Bonnie Rog-
ers said the employee flagged 
in her district, Janet Busby, 
was a longtime certified 
teacher whose latest cer-
tificate renewal application 
was denied by the state. She 
said the district’s own checks 
had revealed that and that 
the district immediately re-
moved her from the certified 
teaching position.

“Jenks Public Schools and 
Ms. Busby sought and re-
ceived approval from the 
(state Education Depart-
ment) for Ms. Busby to work 
as a noncertified long-term 
substitute for special edu-
cation,” Rogers said. “Ms. 
Busby is not employed with 
Jenks Public Schools for the 
2014-2015 school year.”

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — After fighting 
kidney disease for all 12 years of his 
life, Joe Burton is finally feeling bet-

ter.
The level of impurities in his blood 

dropped sharply following an Aug. 18 kid-
ney transplant at Children’s Mercy Hospital 
in Kansas City. His new kidney came from 
the same man who gave him life — his fa-
ther, Jeremy Burton, 38-year-old senior di-

rector of university relations and communi-
cations at Oral Roberts University.

Nearly 17,000 people received kidney 
transplants last year in the United States, 
about a third of them from living donors, 
often family members.

On Monday, two weeks after their sur-
geries, father and son sat in a giant wood-
en rocking chair at the Ronald McDonald 
House next to the hospital, Jeremy smiling 
broadly, Joe’s face hidden behind the mask 
he must wear to reduce the risk of infection.

Also unseen was Steve, the name Joe 
gave to the transplanted kidney, a tradition 
common in the transplant world.

By ANDREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

Superintendent Keith Ballard 
on Tuesday apologized for a litany 
of errors he said he and other top 
executives at Tulsa Public Schools 
made in employing an instruc-
tional leadership director who had 
no master’s degree or the required 
state certification.

“To ensure this type of situation 
does not happen again, I have taken 
appropriate action with those who 
report directly to me and have di-
rected that all relevant procedures 
be reviewed. … I also would expect 
the Board of Education to take any 
action they may deem to be appro-
priate with regard to me,” Ballard 
said, reading a written statement at 
Tuesday evening’s regular school 
board meeting.

“Obviously, mistakes were made, 
but they were made in good faith. 
But I believe with all my heart 
and soul that Ms. Frazier-Branch 

By ZEINA KARAM
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Islamic State extrem-
ists released a video Tuesday pur-
portedly showing the beheading 
of a second American journalist, 
Steven Sotloff, and warning Presi-
dent Barack Obama that as long as 

U.S. airstrikes 
against the mili-
tant group con-
tinue, “our knife 
will continue to 
strike the necks 
of your people.”

The footage — 
depicting what 
the U.S. called a 
sickening act of 

brutality — was posted two weeks 
after the release of video showing 
the killing of James Foley and just 
days after Sotloff’s mother pleaded 
for his life.

Barak Barfi, a spokesman for the 
family, said that the Sotloffs had 
seen the video but that authorities 
have not established its authenticity.

“The family knows of this horrif-
ic tragedy and is grieving privately. 

By SAMANTHA VICENT 
World Staff Writer

BROKEN ARROW — Two foster 
parents were arrested and charged 
Tuesday on allegations that they 
abused two children, one of whom 
police allege died from his injuries on 
Sunday.

Mallory Krajian, 25, was arrested 
on a charge of child abuse murder, 

and her husband, Peter Krajian, 44, 
was arrested on a child abuse charge, 
Broken Arrow Police Sgt. Mark Irwin 
said in a press release.

A 3-year-old foster child in the Kra-
jians’ care, in the 7400 block of South 
Elm Place, arrived at Saint Francis 
Hospital in Tulsa with a head injury 
Wednesday, and his condition wors-
ened throughout the week, Irwin 
said.

“It was blunt trauma to the skull,” 
Irwin said. “We know it didn’t hap-
pen the way we were told.”

Sheree Powell, director of commu-
nications and community relations 
for the state Department of Human 
Services, said exactly what did hap-
pen is still unclear and that the agen-
cy will continue its joint investigation 
with Broken Arrow police.

“We have worked to ensure the 
other children are protected,” she 
said. “There were two other children 

By COREy JONES 
World Staff Writer

TAHLEQUAH — The Cherokee Na-
tion on Tuesday announced a $170 mil-
lion development project that eventu-
ally will relocate the tribe’s Tahlequah 
casino and create a resort hotel, con-

vention center, retail area and a new 
golf course clubhouse.

The development will be on 154 
acres adjacent to the Cherokee Springs 
Golf Course, 700 E. Ballentine Road, 
which the tribe purchased in 2012. The 
project will take place across at least 
five years in three phases: infrastruc-

ture work, relocation of the current 
casino and creation of a retail strip, of-
ficials announced at a news conference 
in Tahlequah.

Officials expect it to have 1.3 million 
square feet of mixed-use space, which 
will also include offices.

Principal Chief Bill John Baker said 
millions of dollars are flowing toward 
other markets because the tribe and 
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Jeremy Burton and his son Joe compare their 
bandages after blood tests confirmed they were 
a match for a kidney transplant. Courtesy

‘We were new parents with a brand new baby.  
We had no idea which way was up.’

JEREMy BuRTON, father and donor of Joe Burton
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Mallory krajian (left) and Peter 
krajian: Each is facing child-abuse 
related charges.

cherokee nation Principal chief Bill John Baker 
talks about a new development project in Tahlequah 
on Tuesday. STEPHEn PinGry/Tulsa World
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Jeremy and carriane Burton with their children (from left), emma, 9; Joe, 12; and Hope, 4, at the Ronald McDonald House next to children’s 
Mercy Hospital in kansas city. BiLL SHErMAn/ Tulsa World
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performed her duties in an 
exemplary manner.”

The Tulsa World first re-
ported on Aug. 21 that Tracee 
Frazier-Branch was paid 
about $106,000 in 2013-14 
for a job that, by law, only 
a certified educator could 
hold — but she had never ob-

tained certi-
fication from 
the Oklahoma 
State Depart-
ment of Edu-
cation.

Public re-
cords show 
that Frazier-
Branch, who 
s u p e r v i s e d 
McLain High 

School for Science and Tech-
nology and its feeder schools, 
claimed when she applied 
for her job at TPS in April 
2013 that she had received a 
master’s degree from St. Pe-
ter’s University in 1998 and 
also claimed to have the de-
gree when she applied for an 
Oklahoma school certificate 
in October 2013.

But officials at the New Jer-
sey university told the Tulsa 
World she was just awarded 
the degree on Aug. 26.

Ballard’s statement came 
at Tuesday’s regular school 
board meeting. In the 90 min-
utes before the meeting, the 
board held a special, closed-
door meeting to discuss its 
own investigation into the 
Frazier-Branch matter.

Afterward, board President 
Ruth Ann Fate read a state-
ment saying any disclosure 
about their discussion would 
“impair the ability of the 
board to conduct the pend-
ing investigation” and violate 
other legal requirements for 
confidentiality.

In reading his written 
statement later in the eve-
ning, Ballard said he and 
his staff made mistakes in 
“ensuring she attained the 
state-required certification 
prior to employment, as well 
as communicating the issue 
with clarity and in a timely 
manner.”

He added, “Tracee Fra-
zier-Branch stated on her 
employment application and 
resume given to TPS, and on 
her application for certifica-
tion to the SDE, that she had 
a master’s degree when the 
master’s degree had yet to be 
awarded.”

Ballard said Frazier-Branch 
should not have been allowed 
to begin working for Tulsa 
Public Schools “without evi-
dence of a proper certificate” 
and that the school district 
should have requested an 
“emergency or provisional 
certificate” from the state.

He also provided a detailed 
timeline of events, including 
who knew what about the 
problem and when. While 
Ballard claimed that the dis-
trict’s Human Capital De-
partment officials had been 
working since August 2013 to 
verify Frazier-Branch’s certi-
fication status, he said he was 
not informed of a problem 
until May 20.

He said he regrets not im-
mediately suspending Fra-
zier-Branch without pay and 
not ensuring that all board 
members and the proper dis-
trict employees were com-
municated with “in a more 
timely and complete man-
ner” about the problem and 
her change in employment 
status.

“Furthermore, any refer-
ence to Ms. Frazier-Branch 
serving as an ILD (instruc-
tional leadership director) 
for TPS, such as on the dis-
trict’s website, should have 
been removed,” Ballard said.

Board members Lana 
Turner-Addison and Leigh 
Goodson have said they 
learned only after being con-
tacted by the Tulsa World 
that Frazier-Branch had been 
removed from the district’s 
payroll and is currently be-
ing paid by the George Kaiser 
Family Foundation.

Frazier-Branch sat along-
side other instructional lead-
ership directors at a special 
school board meeting in late 
August, and Turner-Addison 
said she was introduced as 
the instructional leader-
ship director supervising the 
McLain High School feeder 
pattern at a back-to-school 
event attended by hundreds 
of McLain-area parents, stu-
dents and educators.

At the conclusion of his 
remarks, Ballard said he 
wanted it publicly noted that 
Frazier-Branch “was highly 
qualified and experienced to 
do the work for which she 
was hired,” adding that “she 
had several years of experi-
ence as an administrator in 

urban settings in New Jersey 
and Washington, D.C.”

He added, “We were seek-
ing the very best qualified 
person to supervise the 
(McLain feeder pattern), and 
we found that person in Ms. 
Frazier-Branch. …

“Human Capital personnel 
truly believed that her degree 
award and Oklahoma certifi-
cation were imminent during 
the 2013-14 school year. Facts 
that I learned after I was in-
formed about the situation 
on May 20, 2014, appeared to 
confirm to me that the degree 
award was soon to occur. Un-
fortunately, that did not oc-

cur.”
Outside of the board meet-

ings, the Tulsa World in-
quired as to whether Frazier-
Branch was still working 
with Tulsa schools as a con-
sultant and whether the 
school board would be asked 
to consider rehiring her.

District spokesman Chris 
Payne said Ballard is planning 
to make an announcement 
that would address those 
questions after a meeting he 
has scheduled with Frazier-
Branch on Wednesday.

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com
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Who knew what, and when
Superintendent Keith 

Ballard gave this account 
of Tracee Frazier-Branch’s 
credentials problem:
• August 2013 through February 
2014: TPS Human Capital 
Department follows up on 
several occasions, orally and 
in writing, on Frazier-Branch’s 
status in becoming oklahoma 
certified. “At the time the Hu-
man Capital Department be-
lieved the issue to be merely 
a delay from the university 
in providing the complete 
transcripts,” Ballard said.
• Early March 2014: TPS Hu-
man Capital Department be-
comes aware that the delay in 
receiving complete transcripts 
“stemmed from unpaid fees 
owed to the university by ms. 
Frazier-Branch.” Chief Human 
Capital officer Talia Shaull 
notifies some district leaders, 
but not Ballard.
• May 20: Shaull learns from 
TPS legal counsel that a 
“grace period” for attaining 
certification should never 
have been granted to Frazier-
Branch, so she notifies Ballard 
of the problem.
• May 22: TPS Human Capital 
officials confirm with St. 
Peter’s University and Frazier-
Branch that “payment was 
made and transcripts would 
be issued.”
• June 2: TPS receives tran-
scripts, “but they did not state 
that the degree had been 
conferred.”
• June 11: TPS Human Capital 
officials inform Ballard and 
Chief of Staff Amy Polonchek 
that Frazier-Branch will be 
removed from TPS payroll 
June 30 “because the degree 

had not been confirmed.”
• June 17: Shaull contacts 
representatives of the George 
Kaiser Family Foundation, 
or GKFF, about the certifica-
tion issues and asks that it 
contract directly with Frazier-
Branch and “place her on loan 
to TPS to perform planning 
activities” related to the 
schools she had supervised.
• June 30: Frazier-Branch’s 
TPS contract expires and she 
is removed from the system 
as an employee. “Payroll 
was informed of this ac-
tion through the automatic 
processes in the Hr/Finance 
system,” Ballard said.
• July 1: George Kaiser Family 
Foundation contracts with 
Frazier-Branch.
• First week of July: TPS is noti-
fied by St. Peter’s University 
that Frazier-Branch has met 
all requirements to receive 
degree but that her expected 
graduation date is August 
2014.
• July 9: Polonchek directs that 
all principals Frazier-Branch 
supervised be informed that 
Frazier-Branch “would be 
working with (GKFF) in proj-
ects related to planning for 
the innovation schools during 
the summer months.”
• July 18: Polonchek directs 
that an email be sent to TPS 
executives “informing them of 
Frazier-Branch’s status work-
ing directly for the donors and 
‘on loan’ to TPS.”

The Tulsa World reports on 
Aug. 21 that Frazier-Branch 
had been hired and worked 
for TPS for a year without 
a master’s degree or state 
certification.

TPS board greenlights three new charter schools
The Tulsa school board 

gave its unanimous approval 
on Tuesday for each of three 
newly proposed charter 
schools to open in fall 2015.

College Bound Acad-
emy Charter School and 
Tulsa Honor Academy will be 
located in east Tulsa, while 
Collegiate Hall Charter School 
will be near 61st Street and 
Peoria Avenue.

All three of the proposed 
school operators have been 
trained and are being sup-
ported by a Boston-based 
national nonprofit corpora-
tion called Building Excellent 
Schools, or BES.

Tulsa Superintendent Keith 
Ballard said his recommenda-
tion to the board is to pursue 
a new kind of sponsorship, 
called a “charter-contract,” 
between Tulsa Public Schools 
and these three charter 

schools. He said it could 
require a state attorney gen-
eral’s opinion or change in law 
and involve co-locating some 
of the schools in traditional 
public school facilities.

Patti Ferguson-Palmer, 
president of the Tulsa Class-
room Teachers Association, 
was the only person who 
signed up to offer public com-
ments about the proposal.

She said her group, which 
is the bargaining unit for all 
TPS teachers, wishes the 
three new schools well but 
questions the school system 
for being “inherently unequal” 
and stacking the deck “in 
favor of charters with smaller 
class sizes” and strong parent 
support.

“The story of TPS has 
become a story of double-
standards,” Ferguson-Palmer 
said.

Tulsa Public Schools Superintendent Keith Ballard talks with 
school board members as they prepare for an executive session on 
Tuesday evening. Photos by JoEY JoHNSoN/for the Tulsa World

Frazier-Branch

Tulsa school board President Ruth Ann Fate talks with board 
members after calling a special meeting to order at the Tulsa Pub-
lic Schools Service Center on Tuesday.



By ZIVA BRANSTETTER
World Enterprise Editor

A 1994 state law allowing people 
accused of dealing drugs to be held 
liable in civil lawsuits is unconsti-
tutional, a Tulsa County judge has 
ruled.

The ruling last week by Dis-
trict Judge Jefferson Sellers tossed 

out a lawsuit filed 
on behalf of three 
children against 51 
people who are con-
victed or accused 
of drug dealing and 
related offenses in 
Tulsa County. Tulsa 
attorney Kevin Ad-
ams filed the lawsuit 
one year ago under 

the Drug Dealer Liability Act.
Children of people who use drugs 

had been able to sue under the law 
to recover damages caused by their 
parents’ illegal drug use. The state 
law was passed in 1994 — part of the 
nationwide “War on Drugs” — but 
apparently was untested until Ad-
ams’ lawsuit.

By KEVIN CANFIELD 
World Staff Writer

Free on-site parking at this 
year’s Tulsa State Fair will be 
available only on weekdays before 
5 p.m., Expo Square officials said 
Wednesday.

After 5 p.m. on weekdays and 
all day on Saturdays and Sun-
days, customers will be charged 
$10 to park in two locations that  
had been free at previous fairs, 
according to Mark Andrus, ex-
ecutive director and CEO of Expo 
Square.

The free parking sites were in 
the infield of the Fair Meadows 
Racetrack and just west of Big 
Splash Amusement Park.

The fair runs from Sept. 25 to 
Oct. 5.

Andrus said the fairgrounds’ 
parking sites always fill quickly, 
and by charging for parking he 
hopes to encourage visitors to use 
the fair’s free shuttle service.

“We are trying to do everything 
we can to make it not a tension-filled 
travel to the fairgrounds,” Andrus 

By ANDREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

Tulsa Public Schools found 41 
teachers with lapsed state certifi-
cates in an audit done as a result of 
recent revelations that a top execu-
tive was employed during 2013-14 
without proper credentials.

Patti Ferguson-Palmer, president 
of the Tulsa Classroom Teachers 

Association, said she feels that the 
move by TPS to place the teachers 
awaiting certificate renewals on 
substitute teacher pay is retribu-
tion for her speaking out about the 
appearance of a double standard in 
the district.

“There is no grace period or bil-
lionaire fairy godfather coming in 
to magically save you when you’re 
a teacher. 

“And someone making $32,000 a 
year needs a hell of a lot more help 
than somebody making $105,000 
a year. They just say, well, ‘You’re 

going to get paid $75 a day — screw 
you.’”

The internal audit is fallout from 
an investigation prompted by Tulsa 
World reports, beginning Aug. 21, 
that former Instructional Lead-
ership Director Tracee Frazier-
Branch was paid about $106,000 in 
2013-14 for a job that, by law, only a 
certified educator could hold. She 
had never obtained certification 
from the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Education because she 
couldn’t prove she earned a mas-
ter’s degree.

Superintendent Keith Ballard is-
sued a statement on Wednesday, 
saying that Frazier-Branch will no 
longer be working with TPS in any 
capacity.

“She will not return as an em-
ployee of the district nor is the dis-
trict utilizing her as a consultant. It 
is unfortunate, as I do believe Ms. 
Frazier-Branch was highly qualified 
and experienced to do the work for 
which she was hired,” Ballard said. 
“In our eyes, she really was the best 

By JARREL WADE 
World Staff Writer

Trash board members showed 
concern Wednesday that a possible 
bid by city workers to continue 
taking curbside green waste to the 
city’s burn plant could affect a sep-
arate legal dispute with the city’s 
trash hauler.

The trash board has been wres-
tling for months with the separate 
issues of green waste being placed 
in the regular trash bins and curb-
side pickup of green waste.

Pat Connelly, a member of the 
Tulsa Authority for Recovery of 
Energy, said resolving a dispute 
with the trash hauler, NeWSolu-
tions, over green waste currently 

being placed in trash bins may de-
pend on the outcome of a contract 
for curbside pickup. NeWSolutions 
is a presumed favorite to win that 
contract.

“If the city got the bid, we’d still 
have that issue,” Connelly said dur-
ing the trash board meeting. “Given 
that, maybe we just don’t allow the 
city to bid.”

After the meeting, Connelly said 
he didn’t mean to imply that the is-
sue with NeWSolutions would go 
away if the company got the con-
tract for curbside pickup of green 
waste.

“I should have said, ‘We’re going 
to have to address it either way,’ ” 
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New heights in health
By SHANNON MUCHMORE
World Staff Writer

Saint Francis Hospital formally 
opened its new 150-bed patient 
tower and trauma center with 

a ribbon cutting on Wednesday, cel-
ebrating the greatest expansion in the 
hospital’s history.

“It’s our hope that this 
new building will bring 
about meaningful ad-
vances in the health care 
in Tulsa,” said John-Kelly 
Warren, chairman of the 
Saint Francis Health Sys-
tem board of directors.

Standing in the lobby of the new 
$206 million tower, Warren said Saint 
Francis wanted to reinvent the way it 
gives care to patients and used archi-
tecture to make the hospital and emer-
gency room seem less intimidating.

“We wanted to create a sense of con-
fidence within our patients,” he said.

The expansion has been 12 years in 
the making and marks a significant 
milestone for the hospital.

Construction began September 
2011. A new $18 million parking garage 
with 700 spaces was built on campus.

The lobby was built to make use of 
natural light and windows through-

out the tower give gracious 
views of Tulsa.

It was designed with en-
ergy conservation in mind, 
as well.

There was 450,000 
square feet of new con-
struction and 50,000 square 
feet of renovation.

The bottom floor of the eight-story 
tower has a new trauma center with 
85 treatment rooms and separate areas 
for pediatric patients, who also have 
separate entrances and waiting areas.

The trauma center has four trauma/

Saint Francis opens new  
patient tower, trauma center

Free 
parking 
limited at 
state Fair

Judge tosses 
lawsuit tied to 
Drug Dealer 
Liability Act

41 TPS teachers lack certification

Trash board discusses blocking city bid on green waste

Official Opening: 12 yEArS in THE MAKinG

Dignitaries John-Kelly Warren (from left), the rev. edward J. Slattery, Saint Francis Hospital ceo Jake Henry, Dr. Leigh Barrow, Saint Francis 
Hospital executive vice president/coo Barry Steichen and Dr. Brock Goodwin cut the ribbon during the dedication ceremony for the new patient 
tower at Saint Francis Hospital on Wednesday. Photos by COry yOUnG/Tulsa World

Joe Dobelbower (right), rn, clinical manager of the 
trauma intensive care unit at the new Saint Francis Hos-
pital tower, gives a tour to Judy Kishner (left) and other 
individuals inside the trauma IcU of the patient tower at 
Saint Francis Hospital on Wednesday.

cHanGeS
Keith Ballard: 
“(Ms. Frazier-
Branch) will not 
return as an 
employee of the 
district nor is the 
district utilizing her 
as a consultant.”

tulsawOrld.cOm

Watch a video
See the dedication of 
the new tower.
tulsaworldtv.com

 • Officials encourage 
visitors to use the park’s 
shuttle service.

SEE FaIr A6

SAINT FRANCIS TOWER
Stories: Eight
Beds: 150 in patient tower, 85 
in trauma
Square feet: 450,000 new con-
struction, 50,000 renovation
Cost: $206 million
Construction began: Septem-
ber 2011

 • Has a new trauma center 

with 85 treatment rooms and 
separate areas for pediatric 
patients.

 • includes a new chapel that 
will have daily mass with 
room for 150 worshippers.

 • A public open house will be 
held in the new main lobby 
2-5 p.m. Sunday.SEE HoSpItaL A6

SEE WaSte A6

 • Meanwhile, the administrator who also wasn’t 
certified won’t be returning to the district.

SEE tpS A6

SEE DrUG A6
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said. “I realize that on Satur-
days the traffic can cause peo-
ple, especially kids, to be anx-
ious about getting to the fair.

“I would rather think they 
all climb into a nice, air-con-
ditioned, clean bus and they 
are driven to the fair from 
one of the three locations.”

About 8,000 parking 
spaces are available on the 
fairgrounds during the fair 
— 2,000 of which were tra-
ditionally free. Andrus said 
some of those parking spaces 
will remain free for fairgoers 
who arrive before 5 p.m. on 
weekdays.

The $10 fee is the same 
amount charged for public 
parking elsewhere on the 
fairgrounds.

Andrus said officials have 
done everything they can, in-
cluding offering coupons, to 
encourage use of the shuttle 
service.

“We can’t create additional 
parking spots on our prop-
erty, but we can increase the 
opportunity for people to 
come to the fair by riding our 
shuttles,” Andrus said.

More than 1 million people 
attended last year’s Tulsa State 
Fair. Parking fees, including re-

serve and pass parking, as well 
as public parking, brought in 
about $350,000, Andrus said.

But he denied revenue was 
the reason free parking is be-
ing limited this year.

“It will be added revenue,” 
he said. “Was that a driving 
force (behind the decision)? 
No.”

Tulsa Police Officer Leland 
Ashley said reserve and regu-
lar officers will be out again 
during this year’s fair, enforc-
ing parking regulations in 
neighborhoods around the 
fairgrounds.

Officers will assist with 
traffic control, as well as 
monitor parking along neigh-
borhood streets where “vis-
ible signs that indicate you 
can’t park there” will be post-
ed, Ashley said.

“Those will be enforced,” 
he said of the parking regula-
tions.

Visitors to the fair can take 
a shuttle from Nathan Hale 
High School, 6960 E. 21st St.; 
Tulsa Public Schools Educa-
tion Service Center, 3027 S. 
New Haven Ave.; and Tulsa 
Promenade mall, 4107 S. Yale 
Ave.

At the fairgrounds, the bus 
will drop off and pick up pas-
sengers at the circle driveway 
west of the pavilion.

Shuttle service hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 5-11 p.m.; 
Fridays, 5 p.m. to midnight; 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to mid-
night; and Sundays, 10 a.m. to 
11 p.m.

 Kevin Canfield 918-581-8313
kevin.canfield@tulsaworld.com
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resuscitation rooms, 12 acute/critical 
care rooms, 39 adult general medi-
cine stations, four triage stations and 
one decontamination room.

The trauma center also has the 
ability to adapt to the needs of a di-
saster if necessary. It has a heated, 
covered ambulance bay with room 
for 14 ambulances.

Saint Francis Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Offi-
cer Barry Steichen said much of the 
credit for the new tower goes to cur-
rent and past employees of the health 
system.

“It is because of their good work 
and vision that Saint Francis has the 
recognition and stability that it has,” 
he said.

Saint Francis CEO Jake Henry said 
the new tower should have a lasting 
impression on the community.

“History and time will ultimately 
be the judge,” he said. He is confident 
it will pass muster, he said.

In an interview last week, Henry 
said Tulsa’s growing older popula-
tion was a major reason for building 
the new tower.

The hospital was turning away 
some adult patients because it didn’t 
have the necessary beds, officials said.

At the ribbon cutting Wednesday, 
Warren thanked Tulsans for allow-
ing the hospital the opportunity to 
serve and care for them.

“Tulsa and Oklahoma deserve the 
best of the best,” he said. “We should 
never, ever settle for anything less.”

Shannon Muchmore 918-581-8378
shannon.muchmore@tulsaworld.com 
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The exterior of the new patient tower at Saint Francis Hospital on Wednesday.  
Photos by CorY YoUNG/Tulsa World

Msgr. Gregory A. Gier (left) and Sister Barbara Anne Gooding chat Wednesday 
during a tour of the chapel of the new patient tower at Saint Francis Hospital.

Visitors look inside the new emergency room of the patient tower at Saint 
Francis Hospital on Wednesday.

Saint Francis timeline
1958: April 14 groundbreaking on 

the southeast corner of 61st and 
Yale (two 80-acre tracts, southeast 
and southwest corners, had been 
purchased for $354,000).

1960: Saint Francis Hospital opens 
oct. 1. Cardinal Francis Spellman, 
archbishop of New York, dedicates 
the facility on Dec. 3.

1962: Saint Francis opens the 
city’s first intensive care unit.

1966: Seven-story services wing 
planned for $15.3 million.

1967: Warren Professional Building 
opens in June. The 10-story building 
had 70 suites, 600 parking spaces 
and cost $3.5 million.

1969: A 56-bed children’s unit 

opens in August.
1975: The 12-story Kelly Building 

was completed at a cost of $4.5 
million. Later that year, the Natalie 
Warren Bryant Cancer Center was 
dedicated.

1990: Laureate Psychiatric Hospi-
tal and Clinic opens.

2003: montereau in Warren 
Woods retirement community 
opens.

2008: A 106-bed child- and 
family friendly hospital attached to 
the northwest side of Saint Francis 
Hospital opens its doors.

2014: New $206 million patient 
tower and trauma center, and a new 
chapel opened.

Connelly said. “I didn’t mean 
to imply that it would go 
away because I don’t know 
that. I do not know that.”

The TARE board previ-
ously discussed a contract 
amendment with NeWSo-
lutions to compensate the 
haulers for green waste that 
residents place in their gray 
trash bins.

After several discussions 
at public meetings, TARE 
attorney Stephen Schul-
ler concluded that the final 
form of NeWSolutions cur-
rent contract already ad-
dresses the issue of green 
waste in the gray bins — al-
lowing green waste, along 
with other forms of accept-
able trash and recycling, as 
long as the lid closes.

The issue seemed to be at 

an impasse after mediation 
failed, but NeWSolutions 
officials said Wednesday 
that they were waiting to 
see what decision the trash 
board would make on green 
waste pickup.

“That’s an issue we’re go-
ing to have to address at 
some point,” Connelly said 
during the meeting. “It po-
tentially could be at cost to 
our customers. This is a very 
delicate deal. Even discuss-
ing it is delicate.”

Green waste was original-
ly intended to go to the curb 
in plastic bags that would be 
picked up by city crews and 
taken to the city’s mulching 
plant.

But since the program 
started Oct. 1, 2012, that 
hasn’t happened.

Green waste has instead 
gone to the city’s waste-to-
energy burn plant, along with 
the regular trash stream be-
cause the clear plastic bags 

required by the city could not 
be separated efficiently from 
the green waste.

Following discussion, the 
TARE board decided to al-
low bids from the city to 
continue curbside green 
waste pickup but discussed 
awarding bonus points for 
bids that use compressed 
natural gas vehicles, which 
the city’s crews do not cur-
rently use.

Most of NeWSolutions’s 
haulers are CNG vehicles, as 
required by the trash-haul-
ing contract.

The TARE board voted 
Wednesday to formally re-
quest bids next week for tak-
ing green waste to the city’s 
waste-to-energy burn plant. 
TARE officials said the pro-
cess of gathering, reviewing 
and accepting a bid would 
take at least six weeks.

Jarrel Wade 918-581-8367
jarrel.wade@tulsaworld.com
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person for the job. However, 
in light of mistakes that were 
made, we do not believe it is 
in the best interest of the dis-
trict to reinstate Ms. Frazier-
Branch.”

Public records show that 
Frazier-Branch, who super-
vised McLain High School for 
Science and Technology and 
its feeder schools, claimed 
when she applied for her job 
at TPS in April 2013 that she 
had received a master’s de-
gree from St. Peter’s Universi-
ty in 1998 and also claimed to 
have the degree when she ap-
plied for an Oklahoma school 
certificate in October 2013.

But officials at the New Jer-
sey university told the Tulsa 
World she was just awarded 
the degree on Aug. 26.

Two school board mem-
bers said they learned only 
after being contacted by the 
Tulsa World that Frazier-
Branch had been removed 
from the district’s payroll and 
is currently being paid by the 
George Kaiser Family Foun-
dation as a “consultant.”

State education officials 
have said that paying uncerti-
fied school employees in cer-
tified positions is an “illegal 
expenditure” that exposes 
local school board members 
who authorize the contracts 
of those employees to per-
sonal liability.

After those officials, as well 
as those at the Oklahoma 
State School Boards Associa-
tion, which provides legal ser-
vices to hundreds of school 
districts, told the Tulsa World 
that state law requires that 
all teachers and administra-

tors be evaluated by certified 
employees, Ballard said the 
evaluations of school prin-
cipals that Frazier-Branch 
completed in 2013-14 would 
be “immediately nullified.”

Ken Calhoun, TPS execu-
tive director of human capital, 
said a review of all employees 
found 38 classroom teachers 
and three academic coordi-
nators who hadn’t renewed 
their teaching certificates.

“At the close of business 
today, we will start moving 
anyone in a position requir-
ing certification to substitute 
pay, which equates to $65 
per day. Those who clear this 
up by Sept. 15 and have their 
certification will never see 
an impact on their next pay-
check. As long as the (state 
education department) gets 
their certificate dated back to 
July 1, they will never receive 
sub pay,” he said.

Calhoun added that as a re-
sult, TPS is planning to change 
its internal processes – includ-
ing notifying teachers whose 
certifications are expiring and 
holding their new employ-
ment contracts until their cer-
tification is renewed.

Ferguson-Palmer has been 
outspoken about the fact that 
Frazier-Branch was given 
a “grace period” to prove to 
TPS she had obtained her 
Oklahoma state educators’ 
certificate, when newly hired 
teachers are given no such 

grace period.
She said TPS Chief Human 

Capital Officer Talia Shaull 
called her Wednesday to in-
form her that about 40 teach-
ers found to have expired 
certificates would be placed 
on substitute teacher pay ef-
fective Thursday.

“I asked for the list of 
teachers and the district 
gave it to me and I immedi-
ately started contacting our 
member teachers to let them 
know we would do anything 
we could to help them,” Fer-
guson-Palmer said. “Several 
of them said, ‘This is the first 
I’ve heard of it. Why am I 
hearing it from you and not 
the district?’ ”

Ferguson-Palmer said it is 
the responsibility of teach-
ers to ensure their state cer-
tificate is renewed every five 
years, but she said several 
of the teachers she spoke to 
Wednesday told her they are 
simply caught up in the back-
log of applicants for renewals 
and new certificates that oc-
curs at the beginning of every 
new academic year.

“Some of the people have 
gone through the process, 
but they’re just hung up at 
the state level. They will also 
hold your certificate if you 
owe the state income tax,” 
she said.

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com
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EVAluATionS MuST BE rEdonE
Tracee Frazier-Branch: State law requires all 
teachers and administrators be evaluated 
by certified employees. TPS Superintendent 
Keith Ballard said the evaluations of school 
principals that Frazier-Branch completed in 
2013-14 would be “immediately nullified.”

“We are going to appeal it, 
and we expect this issue to 
make it to the Supreme Court 
one way or the other. We ex-
pect we will win at the Su-
preme Court,” Adams said.

Tulsa attorney Joel Wohl-
gemuth, who represents a 
23-year-old Bixby man named 
in the lawsuit, said the law is 
“patently unconstitutional.” 
Sellers’ ruling was in response 
to Wohlgemuth’s motion to 
dismiss the suit on behalf of 
the man, who pleaded guilty 
to possession of drugs with in-
tent to distribute.

“It did not require any 
causal connection between 
a plaintiff who was allegedly 
harmed on one instance and 
a specific individual who was 
named as causing that harm,” 
Wohlgemuth said. “We think 
the ruling will stand up on ap-
peal because it was made by 
an experienced trial judge and 
the issue of lack of due process 
is glaring in the case.”

Adams’ suit sought actual 
and punitive damages on be-
half of three children: a 9-year-
old boy, his 2-year-old brother 
and an unrelated 2-year-old 
boy. The children had been 
taken away from their moth-
ers and were living with rela-
tives or guardians, the lawsuit 
states.

The mother of the sib-
lings illegally used marijuana, 
methamphetamine, hydroco-
done, Xanax and other drugs, 
and the children were taken 
away from her in December 
2012, the suit says.

The other child’s mother 
used the same drugs, and the 
child lived with his great aunt 
at the time the lawsuit was 
filed.

Adams told the Tulsa World 
last year he had stopped ac-
cepting cases in which people 
are accused of crimes related 
to drug distribution. He said 
he hoped to recover enough in 
the lawsuit to pay for the three 
children’s housing, education-
al costs and other needs.

The 51 defendants were all 
“arrested and charged with 
either possession with intent 
to distribute, drug distribu-
tion, trafficking, cultivation or 
endeavoring to manufacture 
illegal drugs in Tulsa County,” 
the suit states.

The act allows a civil lawsuit 
to be filed against “any person 
who knowingly participates in 
the illegal drug market with-
in this state” by distributing 
drugs or committing related 
crimes, Adams’ lawsuit states. 
The law rules out such suits 
against people who purchase 
or receive drugs for personal 
use only.

The law does not require 
plaintiffs to show that the de-
fendants sold drugs to their 
relatives. People can be sued 
if the plaintiffs can prove that 
the defendants sold drugs in 
the county where the drug 
user resided.

The law also allows suits 
against defendants who sold 
the same types of drugs that 
the user was consuming in the 
same time frame.

Oklahoma’s law does not re-
quire that defendants be con-
victed of the offenses before 
the lawsuit is filed. Adams’ 
suit originally listed 11 of the 51 
defendants as having pending 
drug charges.

Nearly all of the remaining 
defendants received deferred 
or suspended sentences, 
meaning if they successfully 
complete their agreements, 
they will not be incarcerated.

The defendants include two 
men who admitted to taking 

part in the sale of 23 pounds of 
marijuana for $30,000, court 
records show. According to 
property records, Adams said, 
one of the men owns 26 houses.

Another defendant was 
arrested after police found 
methamphetamine, scales, 
baggies, drug proceeds, a sur-
veillance camera and “a scan-
ner set to TPD frequency” 
during a search of her apart-
ment, the suit alleges.

Sellers’ ruling does not ex-
plain why he found the law 
unconstitutional. It states that 
Wohlgemuth’s motion to dis-
miss is granted, “as the court 
concludes the Act is unconsti-
tutional.”

“This conclusion affects all 
claims against all defendants, 
as liability is premised en-
tirely upon the Act,” the ruling 
states.

Adams said such laws have 
been in effect in 17 states for 
the past 20 years and have 
never before been found un-
constitutional.

“If you are going to find a 
state statute unconstitutional 
despite the will of the Legisla-
ture and the governor, I think 
he ought to be able to give a 
reason why,” he said of Sellers.

Wohlgemuth said that in 
his many years of practicing 
law in Oklahoma he had never 
come across the Drug Dealer 
Liability Act.

“We were not able to locate 
any case where a state court 
or federal court determined 
the act to be unconstitu-
tional. On the other hand, we 
haven’t found any in the af-
firmative,” Wohlgemuth said.

“For whatever reason this 
idea to assist the war on 
crime (was conceived), it just 
never caught on, so there’s 
very scant case law.”

Ziva Branstetter 918-581-8306
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
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2014-15 Thunder preview
Get ready for the upcoming 

Oklahoma City Thunder season 
with the World’s preview. Can 
Russell Westbrook lead OKC in 
the absence of an injured Kevin 
Durant? Who else will help fill 
Durant’s shoes? Get those 
answers, along with a schedule 
breakdown, roster analysis and 
NBA preview.

Follow OKC all year long at 
our new website dedicated to 
everything Thunder and the NBA 
— ThunderSportsExtra.com.
See Sports, B1

By ZIVA BRANSTETTER
World Enterprise Editor

For more than two months, the 
state Workers Compensation Com-
mission has refused to hear appeals 
involving injured workers’ claims 
until the Attorney General’s Office 
decides whether the commission 
can close its deliberations to the 
public.

At least 18 appeals are pending 
before the commissioners — one 
involving a claim appealed nearly 
four months ago — while it waits 
for an attorney general’s opinion, 
records show.

While two commissioners be-
lieve state laws related to such 
hearings are unclear and conflict-
ing, the law creating the commis-

By ANDREA EGER 
World Staff Writer

Internal communications re-

veal Tulsa Public Schools lead-
ers went to great lengths trying 
to help one of their administra-
tors obtain a master’s degree be-
fore state accreditation officials 
or her own colleagues learned 
of the compliance violation.

Late last week, TPS turned 
over public records about for-
mer Instructional Leadership 

Director Tracee Frazier-Branch 
that the Tulsa World had sought 
through multiple Open Records 
Act requests since late August.

The records show:
 • On Sept. 30, 2013, employees 

in the TPS human capital of-
fice first alerted their boss that 
Frazier-Branch, a new hire who 
moved to Tulsa from Washing-

ton, D.C., had still not applied 
for a professional license in 
Oklahoma.

 • Between October 2013 and 
February, TPS Chief Human 
Capital Officer Talia Shaull 
wrote to Frazier-Branch that 
TPS’ compliance with state law 
was in jeopardy because she 
had failed to obtain Oklahoma 

certification. 
 • In February, Frazier-Branch 

revealed to Shaull that the mas-
ter’s degree she needed had 
“not been released” because she 
owed money to the New Jersey 
university she had attended in 
the late 1990s.
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Ready, set, sizzle

By SAMANTHA VICENT 
World Staff Writer

The normal high temperature for the 
Tulsa Federal Credit Union Tulsa 
Run — held annually during the last 
week of October — is in 

the 60s, which most would agree 
is in line with typical fall weather.

But the races Saturday, along 
with a new and more challeng-
ing race route, offered another 
surprise: temperatures were up 
to 15 degrees higher than normal 
as early as 8 a.m., the National 
Weather Service in Tulsa said.

The unseasonably warm 
weather, while negatively affect-
ing runners’ chances to break race 
records, didn’t stop the more than 
9,300 participants from waking 
up early and donning costumes 
ranging from a full Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtle body suit to Jack Sparrow 
(of Pirates of the Caribbean fame) and various 
cape-wearing superheroes of all ages.

The run’s primary charity beneficiary was 

the Tulsa Boys’ Home this year. But many 
said they had personal reasons to take part, 
including Todd Darlington, who told the 
Tulsa World Saturday that he and his siblings 
were glad they could reconnect at a place 
their late father loved to commemorate the 

20th anniversary of his death.
Today’s issue will showcase 

the stories of two people who 
have participated in all 37 years 
of the Tulsa Run; a local gyne-
cologist who found an unlikely 
interest in running; a Bartlesville 
teenager who hopes to use his re-
sults to get a college scholarship; 
and a couple who got engaged at 
the conclusion of the 15k Open 
Championship race.

Despite everyone’s differing 
interests, hometowns and fitness 
levels, they all said something 
similar: the Tulsa Run, like no 
other race of its kind, promotes a 

strong sense of community.

Samantha Vicent 918-581-8321
samantha.vicent@tulsaworld.com
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 • Commission refuses to 
hear them while it waits 
for AG’s opinion.
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Read the documents with the online 
version of this story.
tulsaworld.com

SEE coMp A4

TulSAwoRlD.CoM

Read more
Find the just-
released TPS docu-
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former instruc-
tional Leadership 
Director Tracee 
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 • They tried to help 
her before violation 
was revealed.

SEE tpS A7

Scene: Geekdom 
not just for boys. D1

Inside today
Stories: Read some of 
the runners’ stories, A10  
Special section: Read 
about the top finishers 
and get race results.

Martha pierce, of Locust grove, finds relief 
from the heat at a watering station between 
the 10k and 11k marks of the tulsa Run on 
Saturday.  ERiK CAMPOS/For the World

15k runners go up and down peoria avenue during the tulsa Federal credit Union tulsa Run Saturday.  BRETT ROJO/For the Tulsa World

SpoRtS: OSu offense 
struggles in loss. S1

TulSAwoRlD.CoM

See more photos 
View a gallery from 
Saturday’s Tulsa Run.
tulsaworld.com
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 • In mid-June, Shaull sent 
a letter to Frazier-Branch’s 
college dean of education 
informing him that her lack 
of a master’s 
degree was 
causing a 
state compli-
ance issue and 
pleading for 
his assistance 
before June 
30, the end of 
the fiscal year. 
She also made 
arrangements 
for a phone 
call between 
the dean and 
TPS Superin-
tendent Keith 
Ballard.

 • A couple 
of days later, 
multiple re-
cords indicate 
the university 
dean agreed to 
grant Frazier-
Branch “miss-
ing credits,” 
but her mas-
ter’s degree 
still could not 
be conferred until late August.

Rather than risk a compli-
ance violation and possible il-
legal expenditure for a second 
fiscal year, TPS had Frazier-
Branch transferred to the 
employment of the George 
Kaiser Family Foundation — 
a philanthropic supporter of 
the district — as a consultant 
while she awaited her degree.

Shaull was copied on an 
email exchange between two 
Kaiser foundation employ-
ees in which authorization 
was given to transfer Frazier-
Branch to the foundation’s 
employ until Sept. 1.

A Tulsa World investiga-
tion showed Frazier-Branch 
was paid $106,000 in 2013-14 
for a job that, by law, only a 
certified educator could hold. 
State education officials have 
said that paying uncertified 
school employees in certi-
fied positions is an “illegal 
expenditure” that exposes 
local school board members 
who authorize the contracts 
to personal liability.

TPS records made avail-
able at the time show Fra-
zier-Branch stated on her job 
application that she received 
her master’s from St. Peter’s 
College in New Jersey in 
1998. State education records 
show that Frazier-Branch 
claimed to have a master’s 
degree when she applied for 
a school certificate in Octo-
ber but failed to provide the 
necessary proof.

School district officials 
initially reacted by saying 
employee evaluations that 
Frazier-Branch completed 
would have to be “immedi-
ately nullified.”

After officials at the New 
Jersey university where Fra-
zier-Branch claimed to hold a 

master’s degree told the Tul-
sa World she was just award-
ed the degree on Aug. 26, 
Ballard publicly apologized 
to the Tulsa school board for 
his handling of the matter 
and announced that Frazier-
Branch would no longer be 
working in any capacity with 
the district.

In his remarks to the board 
on Sept. 2, Ballard said, “Mis-
takes were made, but they 
were made in good faith.”

On June 17, Shaull wrote to 
the second and third in com-
mand at TPS, Chief of Staff 
Amy Polonchek and Deputy 
Superintendent Kim Dyce, in 
preparation for their phone 
conversation scheduled later 
that morning with Joseph 
Doria, dean of the school of 
education at St. Peter’s Uni-
versity in New Jersey.

“Here is the latest update 
from Tracee: Dr. Doria will 
grant her the missing credits 
if she simply pays for them 
because she completed the 
requirements but the class 
no longer exists,” Shaull said 
in the email.

“In the call, we need to 
beg/apply pressure for the 
following actions: 1. A confir-
mation that the actions stated 
above will actually happen. 
None of us except for Tracee 
have ever made contact with 
these folks. 2. The biggest ask 
is that the degree be granted 
now as opposed to August. 
Can the committee meet be-
fore August as these are ex-
tenuating circumstances?”

Three days later, Shaull 
was copied on an exchange 
between employees at the 
Kaiser foundation in which 
Frazier-Branch’s temporary 
employment was OK’d be-
cause of the revelation that 
she “is not a certified, creden-
tialed staff member allowing 
her maintain her ILD role and 
to supervise other TPS staff.”

On July 9, Shaull wrote 
to seven site principals su-
pervised by Frazier-Branch, 
saying Frazier-Branch would 
be out for a couple of weeks 
with pneumonia and “in ad-
dition, she will be doing some 
work with the donor group” 
over the next few weeks.

She directed them to “work 
closely” with an adminis-
trator in the human capital 
office but never told them 
explicitly that they didn’t an-
swer to Frazier-Branch be-
cause she was no longer em-
ployed at TPS.

On July 18, Shaull emailed 
all executive staff at TPS say-
ing Frazier-Branch “for the 
next few weeks this summer” 
would be “paid directly by the 
donors but ‘on loan’ to us.”

Stacey Vernon, another 
instructional leadership di-
rector, responded, “This con-
fuses me! Is she going to con-
tinue as an ILD???” to which 
Shaull responded, “Yes, she 
will continue to be an ILD.”

Throughout August, Fra-
zier-Branch was still listed 
among the executive staff 
members on the TPS website, 
she was introduced as the 

instructional leadership di-
rector — or ILD — supervis-
ing the McLain High School 
feeder pattern at a back-to-
school event attended by 
hundreds of McLain-area 
parents, students and educa-
tors, and she sat alongside 
other ILDs at a special school 
board meeting in August.

Tulsa school board mem-
bers Lana Turner-Addison 
and Leigh Goodson said pre-
viously they learned only after 
being contacted by the World 
that Frazier-Branch had been 
removed from TPS employ-
ment and was being paid by 
the Kaiser foundation.

The newly released records 
show that Frazier-Branch’s 
assigned school sites were 
reassigned to other instruc-
tional leadership directors on 
Aug. 25 — three days after the 
World’s first report.

Earlier the morning of Aug. 
25, TPS spokesman Chris 
Payne emailed himself notes 
he had taken during a staff 
meeting with Ballard.

He quoted Ballard as deny-
ing any coverup on his part, 

questioning whether the leak 
of the information was criti-
cism for his decision to “grow 
the administrative staff,” be-
ing uncertain about Frazier-
Branch’s future and worrying 
about the fallout.

“Now there are a lot of 
threats being made. There are 
serious legal repercussions 
being made. The (Oklahoma 
State Department of Educa-
tion) could go after my certifi-
cate. They could go to the dis-
trict attorney,” Payne quoted 
Ballard as saying. “We have a 
big media/communications 
problem to fix. … We know we 
had a problem prior to July 
1. Now we need to talk about 
how we move forward and 
changes made. There is not 
one single person hired this 
year who does not already 
have a teaching certificate.”

Payne said he heard last 
week that Frazier-Branch 
had taken a job in the D.C. 
area and moved back there 
with her family.

Andrea Eger 918-581-8470
andrea.eger@tulsaworld.com

Fallout from Tulsa World investigation
The first reports on the 

Tulsa Public Schools certifi-
cation issue in late August 
were immediately followed 
by a report to the state Board 
of Education that another 
administrator, Geoffrey 
Woodson, was among 10 
school employees from across 
the state flagged in the state’s 
most recent, random certifica-
tion check.

TPS responded that Wood-
son no longer worked at TPS 
and that “all of our processes 
with regard to certification are 
currently under review.”

In early September, TPS an-
nounced its own internal audit 
of educators’ certificates, 
which have to be renewed ev-
ery five years, found 41 teach-
ers had let theirs lapse. Those 
teachers had to be shifted to 
uncertified substitute teacher 
pay — $65 a day.

Last week, Ken Calhoun, 
executive director of human 
capital at TPS, went before 

the state Board of Educa-
tion to ask that a significant 
number of those teachers be 
allowed to have their renewed 
certificates backdated to 
the beginning of the year so 
they could recoup their full 
salaries. Ultimately, the state 
board voted to allow backdat-
ing of teacher certificates until 
Jan. 1, at which time the board 
ordered that the practice be 
discontinued.

Calhoun said the rev-
elations about former TPS 
Instructional Leadership 
Director Tracee Frazier-
Branch put the district “under 
a microscope.”

“It has raised a lot of aware-
ness on our part. From that, 
we did our own audit that 
found the 41. After we ran our 
state accreditation report, we 
found five more that weren’t 
even in the state’s data, so we 
will be working with the state 
on cleaning up that data,” 
Calhoun said.
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