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A sister mourns her brother’s death
Teen shot, killed by police officer after car chase
BY CEDAR ATTANASIO

15-year-old Jayson Negron with his half-sister Jazmarie
Melendez. Relatives have identified Negron, of Bridgeport, as
the teen shot dead by police on Tuesday. Far left, Negron
celebrates with Melendez on her birthday in March.
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BRIDGEPORT — Jazmarie Melendez learned about her half-brother’s death on Facebook.

Friends mourned the teen they had made rap music with in an impromptu studio, and gone to school with at
Fairchild Wheeler and Frank Scott Bunnell high schools.

At first, she didn’t believe her sibling, 15-year-old Jayson Negron, had been fatally shot Tuesday by police.

Melendez, 19, and her father, Alex Melendez, said they spent Wednesday morning searching for confirmation
of the teen’s death.

First the police station, then the hospital — no one would confirm or deny the rumors.



When relatives of Negron’s father told her by phone he was scheduled to identify the body at the morgue,
reality set in.

“He was a person who really felt lost,” she said, sitting on her grandmother’s porch in North Bridgeport,
dabbing tears Wednesday afternoon. “We were so close, but we were like night and day.”

They spent the first half of their childhoods in a house rampant with substance abuse as well as verbal and
physical fights, Melendez said. Then they were placed in separate homes — Negron with his godmother and
Melendez with her father.

“My dad’s family is more involved in my life,” said Melendez, a sophomore biology major at Albertus Magnus
College in New Haven. “(Negron) didn’t have that.”

In the living room of the home, a crowd of family members shared coffee and doughnuts, embraces and tears.
They watched the TV as Mayor Joe Ganim spoke at a live news conference.

Melendez’s grandmother, who does not speak English, cried at her dinner table as community leaders on the
television said Negron had been shot in a stolen car.

“I would never sit here and pretend to say ‘my innocent baby brother,’ ” Melendez said. “I acknowledge that.
But what I’m saying is ‘were you trained to properly handle that situation?’ ”

Her question was aimed at the police officers involved.

She said the Department of Child and Family Services placed Negron with his father about six months ago.

“DCF got involved ...” she said. “They didn’t care, they didn’t send truancy on him. Nothing.”

“That’s why I’m so mad at DCF,” she said. “(They) dropped him off at a home where someone is doing drugs.”

Her brother told her he “was sleeping in cars (of friends),” she said, lamenting the lack of options to get him off
the street.

DCF Spokesman Gary Kleeblatt declined to confirm or deny whether Negron was ever in their custody, saying
Wednesday in an email, “CT law precludes our sharing confidential child protection information.”

After speaking for an hour about the cycle of violence, neglect and tunnel vision that plagued Negron in his
short life, Melendez tried to sum it up.

“Bridgeport — it is a tough city,” she said.


