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Geely is a Chinese company that 
you might never have heard of. 
But you have seen some of its 

products on the road, and will soon ride 
in them. Not only does it own Volvo, 
which it acquired from Ford in 2010, but 
it also owns The London Taxi Company. 
In March of this year it announced over 
£300 million in investment and a new 

factory in Coventry.
The London Taxi Company has now 

been rebranded LEVC, the London EV 
(electric vehicle) Company, and finally 
taken the wraps off its all new model, 
the TX. Along with the Mini and the 
Porsche 911, the black cab is one of those 
iconic designs that no designer dare stray 
too far from. Like those two, it appears to 

have captured 
the iconic look 
of the original 
while still 
being modern. 
One welcome 
change is 
a return to 
‘suicide’ or 
rear-hinged 
rear doors, not 
seen since the 
original Austin 
FX4.

But it’s 
not the doors 
or the Volvo 
steering wheel 
that is the 
most dramatic 
change, it’s 
under the skin. 
The TX will 
be the first 
London cab 
not powered by 
a diesel. It will 
be a range-

extended electric car. This means an 
electric motor will spin the wheels while 
an engine ensures the battery has enough 
range to complete the journey. The driver 
can choose to either plug it in or fill it up, 
giving the best of both worlds.

On battery power alone, the company 
says it can achieve “well over 70 miles of 
range with zero emissions” and when the 

small petrol generator kicks in, that takes 
it to over 400 miles. This, LEVC claims, 
will save drivers over £100 per week in 
fuel and unlike other EV manufacturers, 
will not be sold with a separate battery 
lease.

Much to the surprise of some purists, 
the TX will be offered internationally 
with the company having taken 225 
orders from the Netherlands.

“From our heritage as the 
manufacturer of the iconic London Taxi, 
we have unparalleled insight into the 
needs of commercial operators,” Chris 
Gubbey, CEO of LEVC said. “Drawing 
on the best of British design and 
engineering as well as technical expertise 
from our sister company Volvo, our 
products will help transform city living 
and provide taxi drivers with an average 
weekly fuel saving of £100 compared 
with our outgoing diesel model.”

“London has led the way in setting 
out tough measures to reduce taxi 
and van emissions, and in just a few 
short years we expect EVs for the 
commercial operator will not just 
become commonplace, but mandatory 
in cities around the world creating huge 
opportunities for LEVC globally.”

The company has also announced that 
it plans to add a light commercial vehicle 
to join the range. This will have the same 
hybrid powertrain as the cab.

The new TX went on sale on the 1st 
of August. For more information, visit 
theelectrictaxi.co.uk

Black cab goes Green By Fahad Redha

Since the outbreak of Cholera in 
April, Yemen has seen over 500,000 
cases and 2,000 fatalities, making it 

the worst Cholera outbreak in recorded 
history. With 15 million without basic 
health care, according the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the Middle East’s 
poorest country is facing a crisis that 
shows no sign of slowing down. 

Cholera is a bacterial disease that 
affects the small intestine. This causes 
vomiting and diarrhoea and if it is not 
treated adequately, the dehydration can 
lead to death. The first pandemic can be 
traced back to 1817 in South East Asia 
from where it spread to other countries. 
By 1961, the 7th pandemic, originating 
in Indonesia, spread across Asia to 
Europe and Africa and, by 1991, to 
Latin America. The incubation period of 
the disease is short, so not only spreads 
quickly, but develops rapidly in the 
infected individual. People can die within 
hours of the infection.

Cholera is a waterborne disease 
and Yemen’s outbreak is believed 
to have originated in the country’s 

Why Yemen’s 
Cholera outbreak 
is the worst 
the world has ever seen
By Max Horberry

capital, Sana, after the sewer system 
failed. The outbreak spread across the 
country and there are 5,000 new cases 
reported per day. Treatment is generally 
straightforward; a course of rehydration 
therapy. Many factors in Yemen, however, 
are preventing victims from receiving 
adequate treatment. 55% of all health 
facilities are closed or only partially 
operational, according to WHO. There is 
a critical shortage of health care workers 
since many have fled the country and 
about 30,000 local health care workers, 
who are involved in the Cholera 
treatment efforts, have not been paid in 
10 months.

A major factor in the outbreak of 
Cholera in Yemen is civil war. After 
2 and a half years of conflict 10,000 
people have died and two thirds of the 
population are in need of humanitarian 
assistance. The fighting is between 
President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi’s 
forces and the Muslim minority Houthi 
rebels in support of ex-president Ali 
Abdullah Saleh. It is the Civil War that 
has led to such a major disruption to 
water supplies. 14 million people are 
cut off from clean water, often a result 
of direct attacks on the infrastructure. 
In January 2016, for example, Saudi-
led forces destroyed a Mokha water 

Zika has virtually disappeared in the 
Americas. As of August 2017 there was 
only one recorded locally-transmitted 
case, in Hidalgo County, Texas.

The reasons behind its decline, 
however, don’t quite match up with what 
scientists predicted. 

In 2015 the Zika virus exploded in 
Central and South America. The speed 
at which it ripped through countries 
including Brazil and Colombia sits in 
stark contrast to its seemingly rapid 
disappearance.

Although the virus has long been 
recognised as endemic to Africa and 
Asia, 2015’s outbreak was the first time it 
had been encountered in the Americas. 

Zika is usually considered relatively 
harmless, with symptoms including fever, 
rash, itching and joint pain. However 
this latest outbreak brought with it grave 
concerns for pregnant women, as it was 
quickly confirmed to cause severe birth 

The 
unpredictability 
of Zika 
still presents a danger
by Anna Kretschmer

defects including microcephaly.
It was also confirmed as a trigger 

for Gullian-Barré syndrome, a rare and 
serious nerve condition causing muscle 
weakness.

In September 2015 the Brazilian state 
of Pernambuco registered over 140 cases 
of microcephaly annually, compared to 
a usual rate of 10. By November, Brazil 
had declared a national public health 
emergency.

The World Health Organisation 
soon followed suit, declaring Zika 
a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern in February 
2016 and prioritising urgent research 
into a vaccine. The disease is still on the 
WHO’s emergency list. It is a “priority 
disease”, meaning that research into 
its prevention is still a top worldwide 
priority.

The disease is 
primarily spread 
through the mosquito 
Aedes aegypti, although 
research also emerged 
confirming some cases 
of sexual transmission.  

During the height 
of the 2015-16 Zika 
outbreak, hazmat-
suited workers with 
fogging and spraying 
machines were 
perhaps the most 

recognisable image of the crisis.
Although a readily-recognisable 
way to signal that governments are 
doing something to control mosquito 
populations, it is in fact not the most 
effective way of doing so. Indeed, 
scientists say that mosquito control 
overall has had little effect on Zika’s 
decline. 

Instead, herd immunity is thought 
to account for the virus’ downturn. 
Populations in the Caribbean and Latin 
America are becoming immune, which 
means fewer infected people are entering 
the United States and transmitting the 
virus.

Many scientists, however, have been 
surprised with just how quickly Zika has 
died down. Some models predicted the 
disease’s decline would occur in 2018, 
while others maintain that populations 

that remained unaffected by Zika’s first 
wave could now be hit.

Exactly how the virus is likely 
to behave next is up for debate. This 
unpredictability means difficulties in 
estimating how long this current respite 
will last, and problems for ongoing 
vaccine trials.

One concern is the slipperiness of 
pinning down a Zika diagnosis. The 
virus presents in very similar ways to 
other mosquito-borne viruses including 
dengue and chikungunya. In fact, it’s 
thought that many cases that presented 
as Zika in 2015-16 could well have been 
chikungunya. 

Transmission patterns are very similar 
for all three viruses, which see rapid 
spikes and rapid declines.

It’s also very difficult to measure the 
extent of herd immunity when diagnostic 
tests may not accurately distinguish 
between one disease and another.

In addition, up to 80 percent of 
infected people report no symptoms, and 
so do not come forward for treatment 
and, by extension, inclusion in research 
and trials. 

Although Zika looks to have 
disappeared for the time being, scientists 
are still cautious. “Just because cases 
go down, doesn’t mean we should stop 
worrying about it,” says researcher Lyle 
Petersen of the Centre for Disease 
Control. “We need to maintain our 
vigilance.”

desalination plant in an airstrike. Waste 
collection has stopped in many cities 
across the country, which makes the risk 
of disease much higher.  

With the health system and 
infrastructure in tatters, Cholera will 
continue to spread. The Saudi-led 
coalition is preventing aid from arriving 
in rebel-held cities, such as Sana, by 
restricting airspace and preventing the 
use of airports. The population therefore 
often have little if any access to clean 
water or vaccination. Yemeni civilians are 
caught in the middle of a conflict that 
is resulting in violence, famine, and a 
devastating epidemic.
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