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Iberia Bows to Criticism

Unfair Labor Practice
A Spanish airline will no longer
require that female applicants
take a pregnancy test. 5

Square Feet

Taipei Takes Vertical Turn
In Taiwan’s unusually low-slung
capital, new skyscapers are
joining a lonely giant. 7

An Ageless Wonder
Venus Williams is beating rivals
who were born the year of her
first Wimbledon. 9
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WASHINGTON — Makers of cardiac
defibrillators, insulin pumps, breast im-
plants and other medical devices might
be able to delay reporting dangerous
malfunctions to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration under an agreement head-
ing for a vote in Congress.

Device makers will still have to
quickly report any injuries or deaths re-
lated to their products. They would
have more time, though, to file reports
on devices that may not be working
properly, and have the potential for inju-
ry.

The deal is part of a pact between the
F.D.A. and the $148 billion device indus-
try. Renegotiated every five years, the
agreement includes the fees that device
makers must pay for the agency to re-
view their products. It is scheduled for a
vote in the House of Representatives on
Wednesday.

The current draft compels the F.D.A.
to speed medical devices onto the mar-
ket — and into patients — faster than
ever. But, at a time when the F.D.A. ac-
knowledges that medical device mi-
shaps are vastly underreported, a pro-
vision in the bill says the agency should
permit companies to report malfunc-
tions every three months, rather than
the current practice of submitting re-
ports within 30 days of a problem.

Industry executives dispute critics’
claims that underreporting of faulty de-
vices is widespread, and note that the
new proposal would not affect their
duty to notify the F.D.A. of what are
called “adverse events,” meaning inci-
dents that involve any harm to con-
sumers.

“All of our companies report adverse
events quickly and as clearly as they
can,” said Scott Whitaker, president and
chief executive of AdvaMed, the medi-
cal device trade group. “It’s in our inter-
est to do it. We want safe, effective prod-

F.D.A. Deal
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On Devices
That Fail
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The United Auto Workers union has
waged a long and mostly futile cam-
paign to organize factories in the South,
where much of the nation’s auto produc-
tion has shifted. Now the union sees a
breakthrough in sight.

On Tuesday, the U.A.W. said a petition
for a union election had been filed by
employees at a Nissan plant in Missis-
sippi with more than 6,000 workers.
They asked for a vote within a month.

A victory at the plant, which the
U.A.W. has been working hard to un-
ionize since 2012, would be a major prize
in a traditionally hostile region. The ef-
fort comes almost three and a half years
after the union’s last high-profile elec-
tion at a so-called foreign transplant fa-
cility, a Volkswagen plant in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., ended in a narrow defeat.

Union officials announced the organ-
izing milestone at a news conference
near the Nissan plant in Canton, Miss.
In a statement, the U.A.W. cited “a pat-
tern of labor abuses by Nissan against
its predominantly African-American
work force in Mississippi” and said the
plant was “one of only three Nissan fa-
cilities in the world” that lack a union.

Nissan said in a statement that it of-
fered “stable, safe jobs with some of the
best wages and benefits in Mississippi”
and that it did not believe that U.A.W.
representation “is in the best interest of
Nissan Canton and its workers.”

The plant is a key component in Nis-
san’s growth in the United States mar-
ket. Stretching nearly a mile long, the
factory is larger than most assembly
plants, and it makes several models, in-
cluding the Murano S.U.V. and the Titan
pickup truck.

Employees at the plant complain that
the company relies too heavily on con-
tract workers, whose hourly wages are
lower but who some say get cushier as-
signments as a way to reduce turnover.
Workers also cite safety concerns — the 
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VANCOUVER, British Columbia —
No nursing home wants to be known for
uncertainty and intrigue.

So a Canadian retirement home chain
found itself in an uncomfortable position
last year when it agreed to be bought by

a politically connected Chinese com-
pany with a shadowy group of owners.
Regulators approved the deal even
though the buyer was under regulatory
scrutiny in the United States, and while
critics in Canada questioned the identi-
ties of its local representatives.

Today, the chairman of the Chinese
buyer, Anbang Insurance Group, is be-
ing held by the Chinese police for undis-
closed reasons — and critics say the
deal represents the latest example of

Canada’s troublingly lax attitude toward
Chinese money flooding into the coun-
try.

“When the Anbang house of cards fi-
nally collapses, who will gain control of
these senior care facilities in B.C.?”
Mark R. Strahl, a lawmaker with
Canada’s opposition Conservative
Party, asked at a parliamentary session
last month, referring to the province of
British Columbia. “Are seniors about to 
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When Beijing Buys In
Chinese Purchases
Alarm Canadians
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Since the end of World War II,
American foreign policy has under-
stood the role of economic develop-
ment in the prevention of conflict

around the world — pro-
viding a subtle yet power-
ful contribution to the
United States’ own na-
tional security.

Poverty reduces the
opportunity cost of vio-
lence. Scarcity intensifies

competition over resources. Inequality
pits have-nots against haves. And poor
states are weaker — less able to con-
tain conflict once it breaks out. Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy summed up the
argument more than half a century
ago: “A more prosperous world would

also be a more secure world.”
President Trump isn’t buying.
In a speech in Warsaw last week, he

offered a graphic illustration of the
United States as a nation at war, seek-
ing allies for an all-out conflict “in
defense of civilization itself.” Promot-
ing development is clearly not part of
his tool kit. He is focused on guns.

This is bad news from the perspec-
tive of poverty reduction and economic
development around the globe. The
shift in policy also opens another ques-
tion: To what extent could it destabil-
ize the world and come back to bite the
United States?

As 16 retired top admirals and gen-

In Forsaking World’s Poor,
U.S. Risks Rise in Conflicts

A young antigovernment militant in South Sudan in 2014. Poverty has
fostered radicalism and fueled insurgencies around the world.
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The China Investment
Corporation accuses the
United States of impos-
ing unfair regulatory
barriers. Page 2.
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