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Some might dismiss Moloka’i Island 
as a nowhere place because there are 
no glitzy hotels, nightclubs or high-end 
shopping. 

However, for groups longing for a 
true Hawaiian experience, discovering  
Moloka’i is an experience in itself.

Drawing less than 100,000 visitors 
annually, The Friendly Isle has un-
spoiled beaches, spectacular cliffs, natu-
ral surroundings and no stoplights. The 
260-square-mile  island has only 7,400 
year-round residents — mostly Native 
Hawaiians, and can only be reached by 
air via Molokai Airport or by water.

Hawaii’s fifth largest island is home to 
the highest sea cliffs in the world, tower-
ing 3,600 to 3,900 feet from the Pacific 
Ocean on its northeast coast. In addition, 
it has Hawaii’s longest continuous fringe 
reef for 28 miles off its southern coast.

This is a place for outdoor adventures, 
whether on foot or by bicycle, kayak, 
mule or four-wheel-drive.

Ply the white sands and frolic at Pa-
pohaku Beach, a three-mile stretch on 
Moloka’i’s West End; or at other nearby 
beaches.

On the way back, stop in at Big Wind 
Kite Factory in Maunaloa. Bring home a 
wind sock or wonderfully wacky kite. 

On the north side of the island on the 
Kalaupapa Peninsula is Kalaupapa Na-
tional Historical Park.

The park details a former colony for  
victims of Hansen’s Disease (leprosy). The 
disease is now easily controlled by antibi-
otics, and the colony closed in the 1950s.

Experienced hikers can navigate along a 
switchback trail or cruise with Uncle Buzzy 
Sproat’s Kalaupapa Mule Adventures. 

Along the way, marvel at the sea cliffs. 
Or visit Kamakou or Mo‘omomi pre-
serves, both overseen by The Nature 
Conservancy.

The Halawa Valley is a sacred rainfor-
est setting with panoramic vistas and 
towering waterfalls. Settled about 650 
A.D., descendants of some of its original 
families still call it home.

Moloka’i Fish & Dive offers tours of 

Halawa Valley with Halawa `Ohana Lo`i 
Kalo. Admire Hawaiian fishponds, a 
marvel of ancient engineering and eco-
logical expertise. 

Kumu Hula Anakala Pilipo Solatorio 
and his family operate a cultural school, 
doing Halawa history storytellings and 
traditional ceremonies. 

Hike to Mo`oula Falls, about 1.7 miles 
each way.  Learn about native plants and 
ancient heiau (temples) along the way, 
and cool off at the falls.

Moloka’i Island is the homeport for 
Un-Cruise Adventures’ Safari Explorer, 
a 36-person luxury yacht that does Ha-
waiian Seascape cruises from November 
through April. 

The only lodgings on the island is 
Hotel Moloka’i, a 53-room open-air inn 
in the Polynesian longhouse-style with 
screened enclosures keeping critters out 
and welcoming trade winds off Kamilo-
loa Beach, manager Michael Drew said. 

The island also offers bed-and-break-
fasts and condo rentals for groups.

Several Hotel Moloka’i rooms have 
been remodeled and redecorated by 
Theresa Tice, a local artist known as the 
Moloka’i Dirt Painter who uses volcanic 
soils to create ethereal, life-like paintings. 

See more of Tice’s works at Kalele Book-
store & Divine Expressions in Kaunaka-
kai, the island’s main town. Just down the 
street is Art from the Heart, an artist’s co-
op with artwork, paintings, jewelry, pho-
tography and locally-grown foods.

Venture over to Kanamitsu’s Bakery 
at midnight for its Moloka’i hot bread, 
which can be enjoyed with java from 
Coffees of Hawaii in nearby Kualapu’u. 

As the local mantra says and is fre-
quently heard; “Don’t change Moloka’i; 
let Moloka’i change you.”•

 
Moloka’i Visitors Association
(808) 553-5221
www.gohawaii.com/molokai

Art from the Heart
(808) 553-8018
www.molokaigallery.com

Big Wind Kite Factory
(808) 552-2364
www.bigwindkites.com

Coffees of Hawaii
(877) 322-3276
www.coffeesofhawaii.com

Kalaupapa Mule Adventures
(800) 567-7550
http://muleride.com

Kalaupapa National Historical Park
(808) 567-6306
www.nps.gov/kala

Kalele Bookstore & Divine Expressions
(808) 553-5112
www.molokaispirit.com

Halawa `Ohana Lo`i Kalo
(808) 567-9202
www.halawamolokai.com

Hotel Moloka’i
(877) 553-5347
www.Hotelmolokai.com

Moloka’i Fish & Dive
(808) 552-5926
www.molokaifishanddive.com

Moloka’i Vacation Rental
(800) 367-2984  
www.molokai-vacation-rental.com

Un-Cruise Adventures 
(888) 862-8881
www.un-cruise.com

Finding authentic Hawaii 
‘Don’t change Moloka’i; let Moloka’i change you’

By Debra Utacia Krol

Kumu Hula Anakala Pilipo holds court along the shore 
at Halawa Valley on Moloka’i Island.
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