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Homeless man’s £645 penalty for dodging £1.50 fare
A homeless man has been ordered to 
pay £645 for failing to pay a £1.50 
train fare. Thomas Draper, 38, whose 
registered address is the Compass 
Centre shelter in Bristol run by the 
charity St Mungo’s, was caught 
without a ticket on a Great Western 
Railway train last August, the city’s 
magistrates were told. In his absence 
he was fined £440 and ordered to pay 
a victim surcharge of £44, court costs 
of £160 and compensation of £1.50. 
Dee Muir, a campaigner against 
homelessness in Bristol, said: “If they 
knew he was living in the Compass 
Centre, then it just beggars belief why 
they would fine him.” A spokesman 
for GWR said that he could not 

comment on individual cases but that 
the company had to follow “due 
process”. GWR had tried to deal with 
the matter without court action by 
issuing Draper with a penalty fare in 
writing, but he did not take up the 
offer, so criminal proceedings were 
started. A penalty fare would have 
cost £20. The spokesman said that the 
company had to “be consistent” and 
that the fine was determined by the 
court and it would respect the 
decision. “Fare evasion costs £240 
million a year,” he said, adding that 
rail passengers were required to buy a 
ticket before boarding a train. A 
failure to pay a fine could result in 
further legal action.

Caught red-handed: finger photo gave drug dealer away

Parents were fined £24 million for 
taking their children out of school in 
term time over the past three years. 
The punishments were irregular, with 
some councils issuing fines five
times more often than the average, 
the BBC found. Between them, 155 
local authorities issued about
400,000 penalties over three years. A 
further 19 did not supply data. And in 
2016-17, 12 penalties were issued per 
1,000 children, whether for truancy or 
for parents taking children away 
during term time. Isle of Wight 
council, however, issued 64 per 1,000 
pupils, the East Riding of Yorkshire 
issued 63 and Suffolk 60. Many 
parents accept the cost of the fine — 
up to £120 — because it is still 
cheaper than taking children away 
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Parents fined £24m in three years for term-time breaks
during school holidays when travel 
agents and airlines sometimes double 
or even treble prices. One of those 
who did not was Jon Platt, who 
refused to pay the fine for taking his 
daughter out of an Isle of Wight 
school and whose case was rejected 
by the Supreme Court. Paul Brading, 
the council’s cabinet member for 
schools, said its high rate of fines was 
because it wanted every absence to be 
“thoroughly followed through”. A 
spokesman for the Association of 
School and College Leaders said: 
“People will argue that there should 
be a uniform approach. But there is a 
reasonable case for these decisions to 
be made locally as schools and 
councils will be in the best position to 
judge what is most effective.”

Father attacked son over 
his rival garden centre
A Worcestershire village has its very 
own war of the roses: a family feud 
over rival garden centres. Over the 
past eight years, Raymond Hill, 82, 
and his son, Paul, 49, both left, have 
been in a bitter dispute following the 
son’s decision to split from his father’s 
business in Belbroughton and set up 
his own next door. This week at 
Worcester crown court the elder Hill 
was jailed for two months for 
attacking his son, who was taking 
delivery of a batch of pot plants. He 
had breached a restraining order 
imposed in 2010, which he had 
already been jailed for breaching in 
2012. Paul Hill said of his father: “He’s 
of sound mind and he is just a bit of a 
bully. I don’t see him ever changing.”

Police caught a drug gang leader using
a photo of three fingers holding a bag 
of Ecstasy. The image was found on a 
phone in south Wales and was used 
by fingerprint experts to identify 
Elliot Morris, 28, who operated in the 
West Midlands. He was among nine 
people sentenced this week at Cardiff 
crown court for conspiracy to supply 
cannabis. Police seized drugs worth 
£36,000 and £21,000 in cash. Morris 
was jailed for eight and a half years 
for conspiracy to supply cannabis and 
Ecstasy and for possession of cocaine. 
His father, Darren, 51, was jailed for 
two years and three months and his 
mother, Dominique, 44, for a year. 


