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Meghan and I were 
shocked to core by 
the agony our war 
veterans suffer...

extra time  Dolly Smith 

Final whistle 
for oldest UK 
football fan 
Britain’s oldest football 
fan has died at 107 – after 
never missing a Derby 
County game on the radio. 

Dolly smith followed the 
club for 70 years and wore 
her scarf for every match. 

she saw just two games 
– against Birmingham City 
for her 100th birthday 
and  German club tsG 
 Hoffenheim on her 107th. 

Dolly, of alvaston, had 
pneumonia and died on 
sunday, before a 0-0 draw 
with nottingham Forest.

Pride Park stadium flags 
flew at half-mast. and 
there will be a one-minute 
applause on sunday when 
Derby take on Cardiff City.

Dolly had four children, 
four grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren, a 
great-great granddaughter,

twice-widowed, she 
said her long life was down 
to ready Brek and Derby. 

By tOm traCeY

SCUFFLe  Westminster

Lords visitor 
hit doorman 
during tussle
a VisitOr to the House of 
Lords assaulted a door-
keeper and hurled abuse 
after being told to hand 
over his phone in the pub-
lic gallery, a court heard.

Benjamin Fordham, 24, 
broke a ceremonial badge 
of office, which cost £990 
to repair, during a scuffle.

He had told a guard: “i 
cannot give you my phone, 
you f***ing b******” and  
held up his arms, fists 
clenched, as if to fight.

During a speech by the 
Labour peer Lord Giddens,  
a doorkeeper was hit in the 
face as he and the guard 
wrestled with Fordham.

a t  We s t m i n s t e r 
 magistrates, Fordham, of 
Vauxhall , south West 
London, was convicted of 
assault, criminal damage 
and threatening behaviour. 

He will be sentenced on 
april 12. 

By rOSS ibbetSOn

By ViCtOria mUrPHY 
Royal Correspondent

important endorsement – from the royal corgis. 
Harry said: “I’ve spent the last 33 years being 
barked at — this one walks in, absolutely 
nothing.” Meghan added: “Just laying on my 
feet during tea. It was very sweet.”

Meghan was the first royal fiancee to be 
invited to Sandringham for Christmas and 
carried out her first official engagement with 
the Queen earlier this week, attending the 
Commonwealth service at Westminster Abbey.

Grandson Prince Henry Charles Albert David of 
Wales and Rachel Meghan Markle, which 
Consent I am causing to be signified under the 
Great Seal and to be entered in the Books of 
the Privy Council.”

Harry has been keen to make sure Meghan, 
36, spends as much time as possible with his 
grandmother, whose opinion he greatly values.

The Queen first met his future fiancee for 
tea in October. There Meghan got another an 

One does.. Queen gives prince permission to wed

COnSent  Her Majesty

THe Queen has given her official consent to 
Prince Harry marrying Meghan Markle.

The monarch has to approve any wedding of 
the first six people in line to the throne and 
Harry, 33, – real name Henry – is fifth.

Consent to his union with Meghan – real first 
name Rachel – was given at a Privy Council 
meeting with a formal declaration.

It read: “I declare My Consent to a Contract 
of Matrimony between My Most Dearly Beloved 

Harry & fiancee meet ex-soldiers

I have seen 
those I 
served with 
suffer and 
struggle to 
seek help
prince harry  on 
plight of veterans

caring 
couple
Prince Harry  
and future 
wife Meghan 

PRINCE Harry has told how 
he and Meghan Markle were 
deeply moved when they 
held a private meeting with 
traumatised war veterans.

the royal, who served in the 
military for 10 years, revealed in 
a speech how he had taken his 
fiancee to see the work of 
causes close to his heart.

this included a recent visit to 
Colchester Garrison where the 
couple spoke to ex-servicemen 
and women being helped by 
north Essex Veterans Mental 
Health network.

Harry, 33, said: “some of the 
stories Meghan and i heard 
when we visited Colchester 
Garrison a few weeks ago 
shocked us to our core.

“But despite meeting these 
people and others in the 
darkest of places, i am continu-
ally surrounded and inspired by 
amazingly positive outcomes.”

the prince’s comments, at 
the Veterans’ Mental Health 
Conference at King’s College 
London yesterday, came as he 
insisted “military service is 
enriching and good for society”.

REsPECt
Harry said: “My time in the 

army gave me the strongest 
respect for everyone who wears 
the uniform. it is a community 
i am proud to belong to, and i 
will always seek out any way 
that i can to support it.

“i have seen those i have 
served with suffer, struggling to 
seek out the help they desper-
ately need. and we know there 
are more just like them who 
continue to suffer in silence.”

Meghan, 36, has been holding 
meetings with charities as she 
prepares to carve out her own 

role in “the Firm”. 
the project she visited 

in Essex is designed to 
give veterans all the help 
they need in one place.

Harry praised it for 
doing “amazing work” 
and  also encouraged 
employers to take on 
ex-services personnel. 

He  a d d e d :  “ O u r 
 experiences show that  
employers value veterans 
and we want to push that 
message that they are 

incredible assets to any busi-
ness. any employer would be 
lucky to have them as part of 
your team – and that’s a fact.”

Harry and Meghan will 
marry at st George’s Chapel, 
Windsor Castle, on May 19. -

victoria.murphy@mirror.co.uk


