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Republican vice presidential can-
didate Rep. Paul Ryan made his final 
public campaign stop for the day at 
Fredericksburg Expo Center last 
Oct. 16, after spending most of the 
day in Virginia.  

Dozens of vendors with Republi-
can swag surrounded the estimated 
3,000 attendees waiting in line sell-
ing buttons and other campaign ma-
terials.  

The very country theme, with 
cowboy hats and Country music 
reverberated through the room as 
Country music singer Collin Raye 
entertained the crowd.

Lights dimmed and a video that 
was to play during the Republican 
National Convention played for sev-

eral minutes.
Virginia State Senator Bryce 

Reeves briefly spoke, saying “We are 
on a financial cliff and it will take 
leaders with a moral compass to fix 
that.” 

Next, Virginia’s Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Bill Bolling, took the stage call-
ing Romney and Ryan “American’s 
comeback team,” as he energized the 
audience.  

Finally, Congressman Rob Witt-
man (R-VA) of the first district of 
Virginia ascended onto the stage and 
energetically spoke of Ryan.   

Wittman, who is up for re-election 
this against Democrat Adam Cook, 
spoke of “my friend” Paul Ryan and 
spoke of their time together hunting 
in Virginia.   

Concluding his remarks, the en-

Paul Ryan, Robb Wittman and Hunting in Virginia Appeal to Fredericksburg attendees 
ergy level was high as Paul Ryan 
emerged from behind a blue curtain 
with his arms extended.  He jogged 
up the stairs onto the podium, em-
braced Wittman, making a 360-de-
gree turn for a photo-op of the two 
politicians together and Wittman left 
the stage.

“Good to see you Fredericks-
burg…let’s do this,” Ryan said en-
thusiastically.  He thanked the band 
and invited dignitaries and began 
his speech, infrequently checking his 
notes.

“For my friends who are in Freder-
icksburg, thank you for what you are 
about to do,” he said, “which is elect 
Mitt Romney the next President of 
the United States.”

After the applause died down, 
Ryan said, “this is a beautiful area 
and I have spent some great memo-
ries here.  Not only is Fredericksburg 
a place of great American history…
you’ve got some great woods and 
some great streams here.”

Ryan spoke of his joy of hunting 
and fishing before pulling from his 
pocket what appeared to be an iP-
hone with a camouflage cover.  

He continued, “Because this re-
minds me that in over a month, I get 
to take my daughter into the woods 
and we get to go deer hunting after 
we will have elected Mitt Romney the 
next President of the United States…
that’s freedom!”

Ryan criticized President Obama 
throughout his remarks.

“You see the president can’t run 
on his record. He can’t run on his 
broken promises, and so as a result 
hope and change has become attack, 
defame, and blame, anger and frus-
tration,” Ryan said.

Ryan touched on much of the 
same that his stump speeches have 

included—the differences between 
the Republican Party’s vision of 
America and the Democrats; the 
business acumen and proven lead-
ership of Mitt Romney versus what 
Ryan called the failed leadership of 
Barack Obama. 

Ryan, who spoke only two hours 
out from Gov. Mitt Romney’s debate 
against President Obama made no 
policy announcements nor did her 
generate any news. 

Twenty-two minutes after he took 
the stage, Ryan ended his remarks, 
remaining for a few minutes to shake 
hands and take photos with a few 
small children and an infant. 

Kiwi Heilman, a King George 
resident, attended the event with her 
son, John, and his friend Grant Win-
ningham.  

“With them being first time voters, 
I felt it was important for them to ex-
perience a political event and hear 
from Paul Ryan,” Heilman said.  

Heilman said that from what she 
knows about Mitt Romney and Paul 
Ryan that, “Romney has a more bal-
anced approach.”  She continued, “I 
get a sense that he wants to restore 
balance.”  

Asked about the 47-percent com-
ment heard around the world, Heil-
man said that the comment, which 
she said she had heard various com-
ponents of, was being misunder-
stood and explained that she thought 
Romney was saying that, “people 
should be empowered more.  I think 
he misspoke, and I also watched dif-
ferent clips from the past about him 
and I wasn’t sure about him, but the 
more I hear from him now, the more 
I trust his character.”

Grant Winningham, 17, said that 
he didn’t believe President Obama 
had completed any of his campaign 
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promises and took issue with Presi-
dent Obama for saying “We Got 
Him,” when Osama bin Laden was 
killed.  

“He’s got my vote,” Winningham 
said.  “I think Obama is weak on for-
eign affairs and not good for small 
businesses.

John Heilman echoed Winning-
ham, in agreeing that he believed 
President Obama was weak on for-
eign affairs.  “He shows the country 
is weak,” he said.    

“Obama just tries to take credit,” 
for bin Laden. Winningham said, 
“just because it happened while he 
was president doesn’t mean he gets 
to take the credit for it; the military 

got him, intelligence spent years 
tracking him—Obama wasn’t part 
of it.  He wasn’t present when it hap-
pened.”

Winningham’s friend agreed and 
said about President Obama, “He 
wasn’t there risking his life—the 
SEALS were.”

 “The reason we believe in this 
ticket is because what they are do-
ing is uniting this country again,” 
Kiwi Heilman said.  “I haven’t seen 
us so divided among so many racial 
lines, economic lines, and various 
other lines just in the thirty years of 
my life.  So my hope is that we are 
united with the focus of getting the 
economy back on track.”
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Cook said he was about to start 
his on-campus interviews “to get 
some hot shot lawyer job,” however, 
the day was Sept. 11, 2001 and Cook 
said it changed his outlook on life. 
He said while trying to comprehend 
what had happened, he thought of 
his parents’ service, the service of his 
grandfather as a Marine after World 
War II and his grandmother, a nurse 
during the Korean War. 

“I felt that it was my generation’s 
turn to step up. I thought that I owed 
it to my country. I was a very middle-
class kid, with five younger siblings 
and I was able to go to college and law 
school on Pell grants and Federally 
Subsidized Student Loans, and was 
able to reach my potential because my 
government had invested in me and 
I believed it was time for me and my 
generation to give something back.”

Cook said that he signed up for the 
Air Force and served six years of ac-
tive duty and is now a Reservist—he 
was the only person from his class at 

UCLA Law School to join the mili-
tary, he said.

Cook said that he had heard from 
deployed friends that during the 

surge in Afghanistan, many al-Qaida 
and Taliban insurgents were being 
captured and that a need existed for 
military (JAG) lawyers, to ensure that 

international laws were being fol-
lowed and at the same time that no 
detainees that should not be released 
were released. Again, he felt the call 
for service, he said, and went to Af-
ghanistan with his wife’s blessing.

“So, I served in Afghanistan and 
what I saw over there was that people 
were willing to put aside their career 
goals and differences, and I thought 
that if only we could do that in this en-
vironment, here at home, that there’s 
no reason our Congress couldn’t 
have that same spirit of cooperation 
with the country’s experience ahead 
of their party’s interests. We need to 
make sure the next generation of kids 
has the same opportunities I did,” the 
UCLA graduate said.

“Adam knows the issues – all of 
them – he’s like an encyclopedia of 
information,” one of the attendees at 
the breakfast said.

After the King George event, Cook 
and his communication’s director, 
Aleigha Cavalier, 24, headed to Dale 
City for a canvassing kickoff event, 
joining the Kaine campaign.

Once Kaine arrived, the already 
busy scene became a flurry of activity 
as supporters excitedly waited to take 
photos with the candidates. A Wash-
ington Post and a New York Times re-
porter also arrived to cover the event.

Kaine briefly spoke about the grat-
itude he had for his supporters and 
the need to have Cook elected. 

An hour later, the now dubbed 
“Cook Mobile” headed down I-95 
south, when Cook and his wife, Melo-
dy spoke on the phone. She and fami-
ly members and staffers had spent the 
day in other parts of the district.

“Our district is quite large, so, of-
ten Melody and I split up in order to 
cover the most ground, Cook said.

As the “Cook Mobile” made its way 
to the next and final stop for the day, 
down to Poquoson, Cook turned to 
Cavalier and said, “Melody’s coming 
with us.”

Cavalier reached for the GPS and 
entered the location that Melody and 
the remaining Cook clan had staked 
out and canvassed, at the Bowling 
Green Harvest Festival. 

Within a half hour, the “Cook Mo-
bile” had made it to Bowling Green 
for a quick pit stop and collected 

Melody, who was wearing a “Cook 
for Congress” t-shirt, along with 
Mark and Michele, Cook’s parents 
and his sisters Johnie and Jordyn and 
brother, David.

A quick logistical exchange that 
included moving campaign signs 
and flyers from one car to another 
occurred. Then Melody jumped into 
the back of the car, and off to the Po-
quoson Seafood Festival to do out-
reach work the “Cook Mobile” went. 

Arriving shortly after 7 p.m., both 
Cooks and Cavalier went to work, 
handing out cards and shaking hands 
with hundreds of attendees. 

Despite the mostly Republican and 
very conservative demographics, the 
team engaged almost everybody at 
the festival for about two hours, be-
fore heading back to King George 
and then Fredericksburg. 

“That’s how most of my weekends 
go,” Cook said. Over the course of 
the day, Cook made clear that his fo-
cus was on listening to residents. 

Cook and Wittman will debate on 
Oct. 29, at the University of Mary 
Washington in Fredericksburg.

To learn more about Adam Cook, 
visit www.adamcook2012.com.

Melody and Adam Cook met voters at Poquoson Seafood Festival.
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Fairfax — On Friday, President 
Barack Obama gave a pre-debate, 
fresh stump speech at George Mason 
University directed mainly at women 
and women’s issues.  A light rain and 
then a foggy mist descended upon the 
area, as the world’s news organizations 
and the 9,000 spectators filed into the 
outdoor area set up with press risers, 
movie quality lighting, the stage for 
the president and a set of bleachers 
upon which all women stood, holding 
signs that read “FORWARD.” 

As the press risers filled and the 
crowd reached its 9,000 person capac-
ity, according to the fire chief, the mist 
lifted and with it so did the energy lev-
el. Unlike typical events involving the 
attendance of the President, to most it 
seemed impressive when on schedule 
the first speaker took the stage and 
from the distance the sirens of the 
Presidential motorcade could be heard 
approaching.

Cecile Richards, Planned Parent-
hood Action Fund President took 
the stage, to a rousing cheer of the 

crowd.  Richards, a Texas native, sang 
Obama’s praises. Richards was given a 
prominent speaking role at the Dem-
ocratic National Convention and has 
emerged as a major campaign surro-
gate as both campaigns have raced to 
court female voters.  

Richards praised Obama for the 
new health care law, for the law ex-
tending the statute of limitations for 
gender discrimination lawsuits and 
accused Republican nominee Mitt 
Romney of seeking to take women 
back 40 years.

“Since day one, President Obama 
has stood with women. The very first 
bill he signed was the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act, allowing us to make sure 
that women get equal pay to men. 
Under the Affordable Care Act, he’s 
expanded health care coverage to mil-
lions of American women.”

Regarding President Obama she 
said in her introductory remarks, “He 
is the best friend to women that we 
could imagine.”

In a fiery and full-throated endorse-
ment of the President, Richards said 
she invoked the accomplishments of 

women, including her mother, who 
have fought for women’s rights and 
stressed that the only way to keep 
moving forward on issues close to 
women’s hearts, was for President 
Obama to be re-elected. 

Richards had sharp criticism for 
GOP presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney.  “It is crystal clear that Mitt 
Romney would set us back, not four 
years, but 40 years,” she told the audi-
ence in Fairfax.

In late-breaking news, Richards has 
announced she is taking a break from 
her job at Planned Parenthood to vol-
unteer full-time for the campaign be-
cause, “Our daughters’ and our grand-
daughters’ future depends on it.”

“I’ve taken a break from my day job 
in order to volunteer full-time to re-
elect President Barack Obama,” Rich-
ards said in a video released by the 
Obama campaign.

Richards concluded her remarks, 
which were received with cheers and 
ovations by introducing President Ba-
rack Obama.  The crowd went wild, 
the President emerged from behind a 
giant U.S. flag, flanked by Secret Ser-

vice Agents, and instead of making a 
bee-line onto the stage first stopped 
to shake some hands and greet some 
supporters.  

Obama took the stage to cheers, 
applause and chanting.  He asked 
the crowd if they were “fired up” and 
“ready to go” and they were.  He out-
lined how this election was exception-
ally important, especially for women.  
At times when Obama mentioned 
Romney’s view on women – the audi-
ence would “boo”.   Obama, however, 
would interject every time and said 
“Don’t boo…vote!”

However, in the most memorable 
part of his speech, the President went 
on a nearly four-minute riff on Mitt 
Romney’s name and his changing 
stance on almost every issue of im-
portance in this campaign. Obama 
diagnosed Mitt Romeny with a con-
dition, “Romnesia” which resonated 
with the audience at George Ma-
son University; within seconds the 
hashtag #Romnesia was a worldwide 
Twitter trending topic.  The evening 
news shows and all the cable political 
shows ate it up.  

tRAnsCRiPt OF His ReMARks:
The choice between going backward and 

moving forward has never been so clear.  
But now that we’re 18 days out from the 
election, Mr. “Severely Conservative” wants 
you to think he was severely kidding about 
everything he said over the last year.    He 
told folks he was “the ideal candidate” for 
the Tea Party.  Now suddenly he’s saying, 
‘what, who, me?’  He’s forgetting what his 
own positions are, and he’s betting that you 
will, too.

I mean, he’s changing up so much and 
backtracking and sidestepping - we’ve got to 
name this condition that he’s going through.  
I think it’s called ‘Romnesia.’  That’s what 
it’s called.  I think that’s what he’s going 
through.

Now, I’m not a medical doctor, but I do 
want to go over some of the symptoms with 
you – because I want to make sure nobody 
else catches it.  If you say you’re for equal 
pay for equal work, but you keep refusing to 
say whether or not you’d sign a bill that pro-

tects equal pay for equal work – you might 
have Romnesia. 

If you say women should have access to 
contraceptive care, but you support legisla-
tion that would let your employer deny you 
contraceptive care - you might have a case 
of Romnesia.  

If you say you’ll protect a woman’s right to 
choose, but you stand up at a primary debate 
and said that you’d be delighted to sign a law 
outlying – outlawing that right to choose in 
all cases – man, you’ve definitely got Rom-

nesia.  
Now, this extends to other issues.  If you 

say earlier in the year, I’m going to give a 
tax cut to the top 1 percent and then in a 
debate you say, I don’t know anything about 
giving tax cuts to rich folks -- you need to 
get a thermometer, take your temperature, 
because you’ve probably got Romnesia.   

If you say that you’re a champion of the 
coal industry when, while you were gover-
nor you stood in front of a coal plant and 
said, this plant will kill you. 

That’s some Romnesia. 
So I think you’re being able - you’re be-

ginning to be able to identify these symp-
toms.  And if you come down with a case of 
Romnesia, and you can’t seem to remember 
the policies that are still on your website - or 
the promises you’ve made over the six years 
you’ve been running for President,  here’s 
the good news:  Obamacare covers preexist-
ing conditions.  We can fix you up.  We’ve 
got a cure.  We can make you well, Virginia.  
This is a curable disease.   
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