
gift’

PPLETON— People are rarely remembered for
the color of their liver or the size of their pancreas.

“Have you ever gone to a funeral where someone says,
‘Wow, that person had a sweet-looking liver’? You just don’t
remember people for those things,” said Jaquelyn Pische.
“When somebody is gone, you remember their soul and their
personality— the great things they did for their community.”

Pische learned that firsthand. Her son,
Joshua Richards, died Dec. 9 after he was
shot at Luna Lounge, a downtownAppleton
bar. After the 25-year-old Richards was de-
clared brain dead, his organswere donated
to seven people in Wisconsin and Illinois,
somewho had beenwaiting for a lifesaving
organ for almost two years.

‘Tremendous

Shooting victim’s
organ donation
puts focus on vitally
important need

Gary and Linda Schoeneck hold hands in their home Thursday in Appleton. Gary was the recipient of a donated
kidney in November.WM. GLASHEEN/POST-CRESCENT MEDIA

HOW TO REGISTER FOR DONATION
The state’s online donor registry was launched March 29,
2010. Those who registered before then should sign up
again. Anyone with a Wisconsin license or a state ID can
register atwww.yesiwillwisconsin.org.

By Ariel Cheung | Post-Crescent Media

Appleton | Fox Cities, Wisconsin Saturday, January 4, 2014
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Mission Accomplished!“We saved $9,000

refinancing

and are paying our

debts off quicker!”
Stephanie Bowers

Member/Owner

“Saving $500 a monthhelps a lot as westart our family.”Amanda Wilcenski, Member/Owner
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We Did It! Together with you, we saved people here in our
communities over $100 million in loan interest over the past
3 years. Thank you to all the member-owners who were
a part of this special initiative.
Anything is possible when you open your heart & Find a Way!

BAKER POOL AND FITNESS WI-5001747633

START THE NEW
YEAR RIGHTYEAR RIGHT

WWWW
SEE PAGE 2

Fox Cities school officials
are keeping a close eye on the
frigid weather forecast in as-
sessing whether classes will be
held onMonday.

TheNeenahJointSchoolDis-
trict — which has a similar in-
clementweatherpolicyasother
Fox Valley districts — would
call off classes if exposure to
the elements puts students in
danger, said Jim Strick, the dis-
trict’s communications man-
ager.

“If frostbite would occur in
10 minutes or less, then that
would warrant closing school,”
said Strick. Another factor
would bewhether buses start in
the subzero temperatures, he
said.

The school district uses a
wind chill-exposure chart,
which puts the threshold at mi-
nus-20-degree temperatures,
and wind chills of 35 to 40 de-
grees below zero, Strick said.

On Friday, the National
Weather Service issued a wind
chill warning — wind chill val-
ues of 35 to 55 below zero— for
Calumet, Outagamie, Waupaca
and Winnebago counties. It will
be in effect from 6 p.m. Sunday
tonoonTuesday.Awindchill ad-
visory, which calls for values of
20 to 35 below zero, has been is-
sued for 6 p.m. Saturday to 6
p.m. Sunday.

School
officials
keep eye
on cold
Decisions await
on whether classes
will be held Monday
By Holly Meyer
Post-Crescent Media

See COLD, Page A4

INSIDE
Medical experts offer tips
to avoid frostbite while
outside / A5

A
See DONATION, Page A4

Complete weather report
and forecast on C7

CITY NOTES | Reid Golf Course looks
for new superintendent following
retirement / FOX CITIES FYI, A3

VIDEO
See Gary Schoeneck describe how receiving a new kidney
helped give him his life back at postcrescent.com.
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FREE Neuropathy Seminar
New Treatment Technology

Offers New Hope For
NEUROPATHY Sufferers!

Enjoy a FREE seminar and discover how you
and your family can live a happy and healthy

life free of pain!

The PAINLESS, DRUG FREE Treatment may be able to eliminate or
reduce these SYMPTOMS that afflict LEGS, FEET & HANDS:

• Numbness
• Prickling/Tingling Feeling
• Sharp Electric Pain
• Aching
• Cramping

• Symptoms traveling up legs
• Burning Pain
• Difficulty Sleeping from
Leg /Foot Discomfort

• Hurting when you walk
This event is courtesy of physicians dedicated to the community, with
the hope that it aids people in living a healthier more pain free life!

1/8 at 6:00 pm in Appleton

920.725.0800
1426 S. Commercial St.

Neenah

920.831.4110
1801 N. Richmond St.

Appleton

920.426.9898
2100 Omro Rd.

Oshkosh

If you think youIf you think you
have a neuropathy andhave a neuropathy and
would like to experiencewould like to experience

a COMPLIMENTARYa COMPLIMENTARY
TREATMENT, attend ourTREATMENT, attend our

FREE SEMINAR!FREE SEMINAR!

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE S.C.

“Strong on Health”

WI-5001734280

1820 S. Koeller St.,
Oshkosh,WI 54902

(920) 235-4750
Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM
Sat 8AM-4PM

WI-5001737427

Christmas items

50% off
0 S K llll StSt

Great Food. Great Drinks.
Great Daily Specials!

Tuesday
Affordable Burger Act!

Buy A Burger - Get One Free*
*With two beverages
Wednesday

All-You-Can-Eat Ribs
Friday

Award-Winning Fish Fry
Sunday

Kids Eat for FREE
Happy Hour 7 Days & 7 Nights
3pm - 6pm and 9pm - Midnight

We now deliver!
1010 Cameron Way
Neenah • 725-1010

groundroundneenah.com
WI-5001745940

The Kimberly Area
School District also is
monitoring the weather.
If school is called off, the
decision would be made
before 6:30 a.m. Monday,
said Nicole Noonan, the
district’s marketing and
community coordinator.

The Appleton Area
School District’s policy
requires a National
Weather Service wind

chill warning to be in ef-
fect just prior to the start
of school foracold-weath-
er closure to be consid-
ered.Adecision is typical-
lymade on themorning of
theschoolday inquestion.

— Holly Meyer: 920-993-1000,
ext. 426, or hmeyer
@postcrescent.com;
on Twitter @HollyAMeyer

Cold
Continued from Page A1

CANCELLATIONS
Find weather-related closings
and postponements at
postcrescent.com.

About 121,000 people in the
United States are waiting for an
organ transplant, including
2,200 inWisconsin, saidMichael
Anderson, executive director of
the University of Wisconsin Or-
gan and Tissue Donation.

Every 11 minutes, another
person joins their ranks, and 19
of themdieeachdaybecauseor-
gans weren’t available in time.

Appleton resident Gary
Schoeneck knew those statistics
all too well; after almost three
years of dialysis, he and hiswife
Lindawere starting towonder if
he would die waiting for a kid-
ney.Fortunately, thatday finally
came, and he now feels a strong
sense of rebirth.

“Gary kept saying, ‘I’m get-
ting my life back,’” Linda said.

Pische, Schoeneckandothers
involved in organ donation
stress that becoming an organ
donor could mean giving the
greatest gift of all: life.

Touching gesture
Pische had known for years

thathersonwanted todonatehis
organs upon his death. The two
had a close relationship and dis-
cussed the issue when Richards
got his first driver’s license.

“When you’re gone, you’re
gone,”Pische toldPost-Crescent
Media. “And Iknow that’s a real-
ly hard thing for people to think
ofwhen they’re grieving, but it’s
not like you can take (the or-
gans) with you. You just can’t.”

Richards was shot in the
head, and the bullet’s path
through his brain meant recov-
erywas impossible, saidDr.Ray
Georgen,directorof theTrauma
Center at Theda Clark Medical
Center in Neenah, where Rich-
ardswas treated after the shoot-
ing.

While the trauma team did
everything it could to saveRich-
ards, it became clear within 24
hours that hewould not survive,
Georgen said. At that point, the
team switched gears to deter-
mine whether organ donation
was an option.

“It’s a tremendous gift,”
Georgen said. “You can never
makeupfor the lossof life.How-
ever, in this situation, at least
seven people benefited from the
gift of organ donation (from)
this patient.”

Knowing Richards’ wishes
made the decision to donate his
organs easy, Pische said. The
UW Organ and Tissue Donation
procurement teammade thedif-
ficult time easier for Pische and
her husband.

“They were very compas-
sionate, the teams that came in,”

she said. “It was hard to keep
him going until (harvesting the
organs) could be arranged, but
they did such a great job. They
met with my husband and me,
andwegot to share some stories
about Josh. They were very,
very respectful.”

Lifesaving process
The procurement team re-

ceivesorgansanddecideswhich
ones are viable beforematching
them with the right candidate,
Anderson said.

If the donor is placed on a
ventilatorandmedicated, theor-
gansareusuallyrecoveredwith-
inonetotwodays,hesaid.Poten-
tial recipients are matched
based on genetic makeup, size
and other characteristics.

Onceamatch is found, the or-
gan recipient gets a very special
phone call.

ForGarySchoeneck, that call
cameat10:30p.m.Nov.17. Itwas
a vitally important development
for amanwho had gone through
a painful and difficult experi-
ence.

Three times per week for al-
most three years, Schoeneck
and his wife drove 11⁄2 miles
down Northland Avenue to Fre-
senius Medical Care, where the
65-year-old man sat for five
hours, as a dialysis machine did
what his kidneys no longer
could.

In 2009, an infection in his
foot threatenedSchoeneck’skid-
ney function,whichwas already
lower thannormaldue tohisdia-
betes. Eventually, his foot was

amputated, and doctors fought
to maintain his kidney function
after the surgeries.

In November 2010, Schoe-
neck was hospitalized after his
kidneys stopped functioning.

Schoeneck was placed on
UW’s transplantwaiting list, and
his thrice-weekly dialysis be-
gan.

“It’s a process of dying, is
what dialysis is,” Schoeneck
said.“Itkeepsyoualive,but it’sa
slower process.”

In the kitchen of their cozy
Overland Road home in Apple-
ton, Schoeneck and his wife sat
side-by-side. She sees dialysis
differently than he does.

“It’s a blessing,”LindaSchoe-
neck told her husband gently.
“Because without it, you would
have been gone three years
ago.”

But, she acknowledged, the
process is not an easy one.

“The discomfort after the di-
alysis—the longerhewas in it, it
becamemore intense,” she said.
“Especially the lastyear.Youget
up in themorning and you know
you’regoing togo todialysis and
you know you’re going to hurt.
You know it’s going to be very
painful. It’s like going to have a
toothpulledwithoutanesthetic.”

‘It was amazing’
The dialysis wouldn’t work

forever, however. Gary Schoe-
neck needed a new kidney.

The couple tried to find a live
donorwithakidney to spare, but
the three times they came close,
issueswith the donors— includ-

ingkidneystonesandhighblood
pressure— dashed their hopes.

Until the phone rang one
month ago. It was the call they
had been waiting for.

“It was amazing,” Linda
Schoeneck said. “You wait and
youwait andyouwait.Whenyou
have your interview, they tell
you that the call could come at
any time. And you hear it, you
process it,but it’snot likegetting
the call. You get the call, and it’s
like — I don’t want to say your
heart stops, but it’s like ... ”

“Your mind stops,” her hus-
band finished for her.

TheSchoenecksrushedtothe
hospital at 2 a.m., and Gary un-
derwent a battery of tests to
make sure he was healthy and
ready to accept the new kidney.

Now, one month after the
transplant, Gary Schoeneck has
a letter to write. He’s tried to
find the right words, but all he
can do is cross-out phrases and
toss failed attempts.

“You don’t knowwhat to say,”
said Schoeneck. “There’s so
manyemotionsthatcomein,and
youdon’twanttobeoverlyinfor-
mative and chatty, and yet you
want to show them the sincere
thankfulness that you do have
for receiving that kidney.”

Schoeneck is writing to the
person who died and gave or-
gans to him and others who so
desperately needed them. UW
Organ and Tissue Donation offi-
cials who work with donors’
familieswill pass the letter on to
family members of Schoeneck’s
donor, who have the opportunity

to respond.
With their daughter’s home-

made Advent calendar on the
wall and a beautifully decorated
Christmas tree in the hall, the
Schoenecks embraced the holi-
days this year with new fervor.

“For the first time in years,
we don’t have to plan Christmas
dinner around my dialysis ap-
pointments,” Gary Schoeneck
said.

His wife didn’t say anything.
Her smile said enough.

Tragedy and triumph
Themanwho is chargedwith

shooting Joshua Richards in the
earlyhoursofNov. 8walked into
court in mid-December in front
of Pische and her family, who
lined the first row of the court-
room’s public seating. Each of
them wore a pastel-colored pin
with a simple plea: “donate life.”

“Josh was really a good per-
son,” Pische said. “To have him
taken the way he was — but to
knowhehelped sevenotherpeo-
ple — was really the best out-
come we could have possibly
had with something like this.”

That’s why it’s important to
talk to loved ones about the pos-
sibility of organ donation, An-
derson said.

Even more lives can be
saved, or improved, with tissue
donations, Georgen said.

“It’s much more than a heart
and kidneys, liver and pancre-
as,” Georgen said. “Skin and tis-
sue can oftentimes be used for
patients in burn units who have
terrible burns. We can use spe-
cific types of bone for people
who have spine surgeries.”

While Wisconsin residents
can sign up to be organ donors
whengettingdriver’s licensesor
state IDs at the Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles, the state has an
eight-year renewal process, An-
derson said.

“What we tell folks who ask
us about organ donation is that,
most importantly,makeyourde-
cision regardless of your age,”
hesaid. “Beinganorgandonor is
a relatively rare event — only 2
percent of deaths allow them to
actually be an organ donor. At
the time of your death, let the
professionals determine wheth-
er or not you would be an organ
donor.”

It’s truethatpeoplearerarely
rememberedfor thesizeof their
kidneys or the genetic makeup
of their lungs, and Richards will
be remembered by his loved
ones for many other things. But
it’s likely that seven people scat-
tered across the Midwest will
never forget him for just that.

— Ariel Cheung: 920-993-1000,
ext. 430, or acheung
@postcrescent.com;
on Twitter @arielfab

Donation
Continued from Page A1

Gary Schoeneck of Appleton has found a better life after receiving a donated kidney in November following
years of declining kidney functions.WM. GLASHEEN/POST-CRESCENT MEDIA

GREENBAY—Thanksin
part to oneman’s generos-
ity, it didn’t take people
long to respond to a fur-
nacebreakdownthisweek
at the Bay Area Humane
Society.

“We’ve had literally
dozensanddozens—may-
be hundreds — of contri-
butions, anywhere from
$10 to a couple hundred,”
shelter director Steve
Heaven said Friday. “The
support has beenphenom-
enal. It amazed all our

staff. Our lot has been full
since 9 a.m.”

The shelter put out
word that one of its heat
exchangers went out,
leaving the kennel area
without heat and requir-
ingspecialstepstoprotect
40 to 50 dogs from cold
temperatures that are go-
ing to get worse in the
coming days. People im-
mediately began coming
withblankets, heaters and
cash.

Butthenlocalbusiness-
man Kevin Burkel put an
end to it all by writing the
shelter a $3,000 check.

“Hehasthreebusiness-
es and basically donated
$1,000 from each of them,
which is incredible,”
Heaven said.

Burkel is in the bar
business, with Sidelines,
1049 Lombardi Access
Road, Ashwaubenon, and
Burkel’s One Block Over,
1007 Tony Canadeo Run,
Green Bay, but he has
shown himself to be a
friend of animals through
histhirdbusiness,Royalty
Pet Foods, 1778 Main St.,
GreenBay.Thatoperation
has donated 600 pounds of
dog food to the shelter and

does frequent fundraisers
for it and fordifferentani-
mal rescue clubs in the
area.

“Iheardabouttheirfur-
nace needs on the news,”
Burkel said. “We like to
get involved.”

Heaven said the kennel
area is being maintained
in the low 60s, thanks to
the donated space heaters
and to Robinson Heating
and Cooling, which ran
temporary ducts from the
shelter’s other working
equipment.

Even with the dona-
tions, the shelterwill need

the blankets and space
heaters until the actual
work can be done.

“We have enough blan-
kets to sink a battleship at
the moment,” Heaven
said. “We have plenty of
space heaters, and we
have a temporary kennel
setup just tobeon thesafe
side.

“Our main concerns
were for Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday nights,”
which are forecast to get
well below zero, Heaven
said.

Workers at the shelter
discovered the problem

earlier thisweek.Theroof
unit furnacewasdesigned
specifically for that ken-
nel, so full replacement
would be extremely ex-
pensive, he said.

Replacing the faulty
part is expected to cost
about $3,300, which the
shelter got through dona-
tions.

“It’s unbelievable,”
Heaven said. “Really, for
oneday,wewerealmostas
popular as the Packers.”

— Paul Srubas writes for
Press-GazetteMedia, Green
Bay.

Donors help humane society through furnace crisis
By Paul Srubas
Gannett Wisconsin Media


