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On a cold and snowy Monday morning in the middle of Michigan, Pastor Jonathan Heierman sits at his 

desk in the back of the church, surrounded by stacks of papers, books, and stained glass windows. He 

grew up in a Christian family, attending a Lutheran church in Ohio and studying the bible. Believing in God 

was natural for him as a child. It is what his family believed and the way he lived his life. But this was only 

the start to his journey, and he was headed in a direction not even he could have imagined. 

 

In college, Heierman found himself in trouble. Just a kid trying to fit in, he got mixed in with the wrong 

group of people and quickly found himself joining them in making poor choices. Skipping class, staying 

out late, and abusing drugs and alcohol. 

 

“I was just a kid,” Heierman recalled. “I think that everyone makes some bad decisions when they are 

young, particularly in college. But those things shouldn’t define anyone—which is something that I had to 

learn the hard way.” 

 

During these years, Heierman found himself getting deeper and deeper into trouble. He felt that he had hit 

rock bottom, and it was making him question his faith. Even a man who had grown up in a Christian family 

was now questioning everything that he had been taught to believe. 

 

“I think that even though I was questioning my beliefs, there was still a hole inside of me from where my 

faith had been. That is really when I started traveling. I was looking for that piece of my life,” he says. 

 

Heierman traveled near and far—the Himalayas of Nepal and the Navajo Indian Reservation in Arizona 

being some of his favorites. But neither of these places are where he would find his faith. 

 



After completing his undergraduate work, Heierman prepared to attend medical school. It was here where 

he would get a calling. 

 

“It’s hard to explain, but something inside of me was begging me to serve. It was not part of my plan; it 

never was. But the urge was relentless…and I listened.” 

 

Heierman completed seminary training at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, OH, and was later 

ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1988. 

 

His traveling days far from over, Heierman and his wife Debbie traveled to 

serve all over the world. France, Madagascar, and eventually Pearl City, 

Hawaii. He served there for almost ten years before getting called to 

Michigan to serve as the new senior pastor of Calvary Evangelical Lutheran 

Church. 

 

Today, Heierman sits in his office at Calvary Lutheran Church of Clarkston, 

remembering his past in Hawaii and the journey his life has been. 

 

“Pearl City was my home. It is not where my life began, but it was where I started my family, and where I 

really began a lifelong career in ministry. Not many people can say that they have been to Hawaii, but I 

can say that it is where I lived and got closer to God, so I think that is pretty neat!” says Heierman, 

wearing khakis and his favorite Hawaiian shirt. 

 

Every Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday morning, Heierman preaches to groups of over a hundred 

guests. He reads scripture, sings hymns, and most importantly, shares stories from his own personal 

journey of faith. 
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“It’s really important that people realize how quickly life can change,” Heierman said. “You may have a 

plan in mind, but it’s not always the same path that you will go down. That’s exactly what life is all about. I 

tell my congregation to follow God, listen to their heart, and find their calling. Life is a journey, so go live 

it!” 


