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Although very young children cannot read by themselves, allowing them to engage in literacy activities is 

one of the most important things a parent can do to enhance their child’s learning. 

 

In fact, according to the National Center for Education Studies (NCES), when a child is read to frequently 

at home, it puts them at a much higher advantage academically.  

 

Even with literacy studies and suggestion from educators on the importance of reading at a young age, it 

has become quite difficult for parents of young children to find the time to make these types of 

experiences possible for their children in today’s “working forward” society. 

 

This does not mean that options for parents and children are limited, however. Many schools and libraries 

have started offering programs of this type to cater to the growing demand of the public. 

 

One local library has provided an opportunity for children and 

their parents to engage together in the very type of literacy 

activity that is said to be beneficial. 

 

On Thursday, February 9, 2017, Clarkston Independence 

District Library held an event titled “Pajama Story Time” for local 

families with children ages 0-5. 

 

Dedicating just one weeknight to the opportunities of reading,  

 

 

children of the community and their families had the chance to gather together in their most comfortable 

pajamas and sit down together to have a story read aloud to them. 
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The library’s Head of Children and Teen Services, Tracy Bedford, was primarily in charge of coordinating 

the event. “This is one of the best literacy events for young children that we have here at the Clarkston 

Library. We usually try and get a member of the community to come in and read a few children’s books to 

the many families that come. This event is really special because reading to children is so very important, 

but also, everyone has a good time; the children and adults alike!”  

 

In attendance were close to 20 families—parents, grandparents, children and their siblings. Susan 

Schacher, mother of three small children whom all attended the event said, “I love coming to story time 

groups like this with my kids. It gives us time to sit back, relax, and just share some quality reading time 

together. I love that.” 

 

The event was held right inside the library’s youth activity room, and 

started at 6:30 p.m., lasting about an hour. Afterwards, children and 

their families had the chance to peruse the wide variety of children’s 

books that the library has available for check out—and many of them 

didn’t leave empty handed. 

 

As Library Director Julie Meredith says, they have quite the selection. 

“The children’s section of the library is my absolute favorite place. 

Here we have thousands of titles to choose from; everything from 

baby board books, to picture books, beginner chapter books—you 

name it, we probably have it.” 

 

“Pajama Story Time” began as a one-time event back in September of 2016, but it was such a success, 

now the event is held almost weekly. 

 



So how do parents get involved in future events? Bedford says, “Just show up! In your pajamas of 

course.”  

 

Families with questions about upcoming events are directed to check out the library’ website at 

http://www.indelib.org. From the home page, there is a link to an event calendar with information 

regarding all of the events this month.  
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