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Hosanna Mukawa has lived many places—Fresno, Chicago,  
the Congo—but she, and her family, have always had a home at 
Fresno Pacific.

Hosanna’s FPU journey started at the age of two when her 
family lived in seminary housing while her father, Nzuzi, studied 
there. After he graduated the family moved to Chicago, then the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, then back to Chicago during 
her senior year of high school. Hosanna came full circle by 
enrolling at FPU as a freshman. 

Every move was an adjustment, but any hesitation Hosanna felt 
vanished as she walked onto campus. “FPU is quite a welcoming 
place and the willingness to help students is awesome, from 
regular school work to finding a job,” she says.

Now a senior, Hosanna has grown as a student and as a person. 
As she looks forward to graduation, her younger brother, Jireh, is 
finding his place on campus. “There’s so much about myself that I 
was able to discover while being at FPU, I know the kind of person 
that I am and I’ve developed various interests and capabilities 
that will help me in the next phase of my life,” Hosanna says. 

Because family is far away, Hosanna appreciates the support 
and love of the community that has encouraged her, listened to 
her and helped her grow in her walk with the Lord. Hosanna has 
leaned on the wisdom from Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength.” “I don’t know where I’d be 
without that verse,” Hosanna says.

No matter the miles, the Mukawa family can always come home 
to the corner of Chestnut and Butler avenues. 
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A Home for Life

Do you know a student who has 
been transformed at FPU? 
Contact Wayne Steffen at 
wsteffen@fresno.edu
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Family: Married to husband Galen for 35 years.  
 Daughter Charissa, 33; son Cameron, 32;  
  daughter Janelle, 26; and daughter Tessa 21

When Toni Pauls decided to 
go to college to advance 

her career, her parents didn’t 
understand why she couldn’t be 
happy to embrace a woman’s 
traditional family role. But from the 
time of teen youth group, people 
around Pauls saw potential in her, 
and eventually, she began to see it 
in herself.

Pauls enrolled at Fresno 
City College after high school, 
but getting a degree wasn’t a 
priority until not having one cost 
her a promotion at her job at a 
local bank. Back to City College 
she went, taking classes while 
continuing to work and raise a 
family that eventually grew to 
four children. When she became 
a financial aid counselor at FPU, 

she began working toward her 
bachelor’s degree.

After graduating in 1992, 
Pauls enrolled in the master’s 
program at the California School 
of Professional Psychology. As 
an adult learner and university 
employee, Pauls enjoyed 
opportunities she otherwise 
may not have had. “I had deeper 
relationships with a lot of the 
faculty, and they began to identify 
in me qualities that would benefit 
the institution,” she says. 

When Pauls was invited to teach 
in the FPU degree completion 
program, she discovered God’s 
calling. “I really fell in love with 
teaching and the academic side of 
education,” she says. “It changed 
the trajectory of my life.”

That love led to a faculty 
position at Indiana’s Goshen 
College, where she became the 
director of adult programs. She 
went on to serve at several other 
colleges around the country before 
finding herself back in Indiana at 
Bethel College in Mishawaka.

She loves seeing lives 
transformed. “My job is very 
missional to me in that we’re 
serving students in a way Christ 
expects us to serve others,” Pauls 
says.

Thanks to years of hard work 
and her family’s unwavering 
support, Pauls has successfully 
climbed the collegiate ladder. 
The question is whether being 
a woman will prevent her from 
climbing all the way to the top. 

Only nine of the 121 schools in 
the Council for Christian Colleges 
& Universities have women 
presidents, she says. 

“I can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve been in a board room 
or faculty meeting and been the 
only woman,” she says. “Some 
institutions won’t hire women for 
certain positions.”

But Pauls focuses on the 
strengths that come with being a 
woman in leadership. She’s able to 
relate to students trying to find that 
elusive work/school/life balance, 
and enjoys mentoring young 
women. “Every person is as special 
to God as I am, and knowing that 
helps me be compassionate and 
see the bigger picture, that God is 
in control,” she says. 

MA ’13, Leadership Studies 
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College of the Sequoias; B.S. in Organizational Leadership from 
Mountain State University

Family: Married to wife Christy for 20 years. 
Daughters Katie, 15, and Ali, 14

If there’s any line of work that’s 
under a microscope these 

days, it’s that of police officers. 
But Jason Salazar, Visalia Police 
Chief, says that police work itself 
is essentially the same. What’s 
different is the need to change 
how split-second decisions are 
made and the public perception 
of law enforcement officers. 

Thanks in part to what he 
learned about transformational 
leadership at Fresno Pacific, 
Salazar believes he is uniquely 
qualified to lead his department 
through the challenges ahead.

“There are always going to 
be things that happen that are 
out of your control, but my faith 
helps me keep a state of mind 

that we’re here to help and serve 
people with the utmost integrity,” 
he says.

Salazar grew up in a law 
enforcement family and began 
his career with the Visalia Police 
Department as a community 
service officer when he was only 
19. He was hired as a sworn 
officer two and a half years later. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree 
online, but enrolled in Fresno 
Pacific for his master’s in hopes 
of advancing his career. “I think 
education is important at any 
level of law enforcement, but 
especially in leadership roles,” 
he says. 

When he graduated in 2013, 
the possibility of becoming chief 


