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The old
curiosity shop
With a treasure trove of literary finds housed 
within its picturesque and historic premises, 
London’s long-standing Daunt Books is less a 
bookstore than a “place of the community” 
that offers an experiential journey through 
the pleasures of the written word

 London

Daunt Books on Marylebone High Street has 
been one of London’s iconic travel and literary 
shops for over 25 years. “The story is no more 
than setting up the most interesting bookshop 
possible and trying to make it a bit better every 
year,” says its 53-year-old owner, James Daunt.

Wooden gallery-style shelves line the walls 
of Daunt Books’ handsome Edwardian premises, 
with rows of photography books, contemporary 
fiction, journals, maps, language and reference 
tomes, travelogues, poetry, biographies and 
classic literature. “All bookshops are arranged 
by subject, which is not how I personally like to 
read. When I opened the bookshop, I had this 
idea to try to create a bookshop that reflected 
my own reading tastes,” Daunt says. “Looking 
back, I was very young and naive!”

The shop has an extensive section where 
books and authors are separated by country 
of origin, complete with a plentiful selection 
of travel guides and literature for adventure 
planning. Daunt has arranged the bookshop’s 
shelves according to country, which leads 
some customers to believe the store specializes 
in travel literature. “Of course this concept 
helps with travel planning, but our biggest 
strength is that we’re brilliantly stocked 
across all subjects,” he says. “We believe that 
people want to read fiction, history, politics, 
biographies and so on. And because of this, our 
books are positioned very differently from the 
way they are in every other one of the 2,000 
odd bookshops in the country.” 

High ceilings, plentiful skylights and a large 
oak balcony add charm to the welcoming 
two-floor establishment, which has been called 
one of London’s most beautiful bookshops. 
With other outlets in Chelsea, Holland Park, 
Hampstead, Belsize Park and Cheapside, Daunt 
Books is all about the experience of finding 
something new and unique to call your own.

“A good bookseller is deeply embedded 
in their community – you’re the place where 
readers drop in, often for a quick chat and 
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BooksActually
The floor-to-ceiling shelves of 

Singapore’s premier independent 
bookshop are filled with an 

assortment of international fiction, 
local poetry and literary titles. 
After a special souvenir? Head 

to the store’s back room, where 
you’ll find a treasure trove of 

hard-to-find objects and trinkets 
that tell stories of old Singapore. 

booksactuallyshop.com

McNally Jackson Books
Strand Bookstore may be the Big 
Apple’s most famous purveyor of 
literature, but McNally Jackson is 
no small fry. Opened in 2004 by 

former book editor Sarah McNally, 
the store’s Prince Street interior 

houses two floors of assorted 
titles, a bustling café and the 

whirring Espresso Book Machine 
– part of its self-publishing 

department. mcnallyjackson.com

1200 Bookshop
Whether you’re an early riser 

or a night owl, 1200 Bookshop 
– the first 24-hour bookstore to 

open in Guangzhou – is the go-to 
spot for all your literary needs. 
The shop is equipped with cozy 

reading nooks, exposed brick 
walls and large communal tables, 
as well as a café. It also offers free 
accommodation to backpackers. 

+86 20 8526 0827

The Last Bookstore
Other than the fully stocked, 
labyrinthine shelves housing 

over 250,000 tomes, the historic 
premises of California's largest 
book and record store – which 
was once a bank building – has 
plenty of visual delights. Think 
large marble columns, delicate 

sculptures, artwork by local 
creatives and funky installations. 

lastbookstorela.com

Munro’s Books
Day-trippers from Vancouver can 
hop on a gorgeous ferry ride to 

the city of Victoria, where they’ll 
find the equally striking Munro’s 

Books. Former owner – the 
late Jim Munro – purchased the 
Neoclassical heritage building 

with a 24ft-high coffered ceiling 
back in 1984. The store’s varied 

inventory isn’t too shabby either. 
munrobooks.com

a glance around. It’s not always to buy 
something specifically,” he says. “Families 
grow up using our bookshop. Middle-aged 
customers have become our old customers 
through the years. Children come by on their 
way home from school to browse around. 
At the end of the day, a bookshop is a 
warm place of conversation and intellectual 
stimulation – a place of the community.” 

In the age of e-books and internet 
sales, Daunt Books has remained a staple 
of London’s book-buying community and 
managed to grow increasingly popular. But 
despite the bookshop’s enduring allure, 
Daunt hopes that it continues to improve 
upon itself little by little, year by year.

“It’s about having lovely booksellers, 
interesting and well-presented books, and a 
beautiful space,” he says. “I want everyone 
to leave feeling a little bit better about 
the world and themselves.” By offering 
each of its customers a true book-buying 
experience, Daunt Books is a testament 
to the timelessness and tactile appeal 
of the printed page. dauntbooks.co.uk                    
– Sarah Rowland
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Our pick of the 
world’s bookstores 

that take their well-
designed interiors 

as seriously as their 
l iterature

“At the end of the day, 
a bookshop is a warm 
place of conversation 
and intellectual 
stimulation – a place 
of the community"
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