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For the December issue, I originally wrote a column 
about what holiday gifts to give the feminists in your 

life . It was a lighthearted piece that pointed readers to 
fun feminist gear, new books of interest and the reboot 
of Ghostbusters, which I can’t seem to stop rewatching . 
Since Women in Higher Education is a monthly newsletter, 
I wrote my column before I knew the results of the U .S . 
presidential election . I wrote my column assuming our 
new president would be Hillary Clinton . The polls and 
FiveThirtyEight assured me she would win, while noting 
the results might be close . I even included a shout-out 
to Hillary: Hello, Madam President, we’re so glad you were 
elected! 

Like so many other people, I was optimistic about this 
historic election . I thought Hillary would win . I thought 
my children would see the first woman president . I 
thought we would be celebrating on Nov . 9 . I didn’t think 
Donald J . Trump would become president . America had a 
chance to elect the first woman president but chose to 
elect Trump instead . 

I couldn’t quite process what had hap-
pened . My optimism pushed me into 
believing that the United States was 
ready for a woman president . I 
assumed the electorate shared the 
same values I did . I was wrong .

My heart was utterly broken, and 
I knew I had to scrap my column .
Work to be done

“Fun feminist gifts” seemed like one 
of the worst ways possible to respond to this 
presidential election . Who could care about holiday gifts 
when we’re frantically wondering about the impact of 
a Trump presidency on our country and all the people 
who live here? (I don’t .) 

Readers, I got angry . (I’m still angry .) My anger 
brought into crystal-clear focus a truth I already knew 
but felt more staggering in the moment, that the work of 
feminism is not even close to being done . 

I know there’s still much feminist work to be done on 
a practical level . I read all of the reports, on the gender 
disparities and gaps that continue to persist, that cross 
my desk . I see folks, most often men, try to claim that the 
results of this presidential election had nothing to do with 
gender or race . If it’s still this easy to discount gender and 
misogyny, we have so much work left to do .

Yet, the day after the election, this knowledge stag-
gered me . It shouldn’t have, but it did .
Feminist backlash

In “This is How Much America Hates Women,” Anne 
Helen Petersen, a senior culture editor at BuzzFeed, 
notes how the election of Trump demonstrates that his 
view of women matches “the way that the majority of 
Americans conceive of women .” This election demon-
strates the misogynistic backlash to “the recent feminist 
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resurgence .”

In 2016, feminism still proves to be controversial, and 
women’s rights suffer from the persistent backlash . Hill-
ary appears (and historically appeared) as a symbol for 
feminism . Feminism had to be defeated, but not just by 
male voters . The voting demographics offer the evidence . 
According to The New York Times, 53% of white women 
voted for Trump, while 94% of black women, 68% of 
Latina women and 51% of white women with college 
degrees voted for Hillary . Race mattered more than gen-
der in this election, which should make us all think about 
how we conceptualize feminism, who we include (or 
exclude) and why those both matter .
What feminists need

I absently wondered what feminists might actually 
want for this season of holidays after this particularly 
hard election . Not the collection of products I was going 
to cheerily suggest—T-shirts, pens, patches, plaques, 

Beyoncé’s Lemonade, or even a “Nasty Woman” 
T-shirt—but what would feminists want for 

our nation?
What do feminists want? I asked, 

but later I realized what I should 
be asking: What does the nation need 
from us? What the nation needs is a 
model (or models) of intersectional 
feminism that recognizes and com-

prehends that women experience the 
world differently because of race, eth-

nicity, religion, sexuality, ability, class and 
gender identity . The nation needs direct reflec-

tions and analyses of how white supremacy impacts all 
women and its differing consequences for women of color 
and white women . 

Our nation needs intersectional feminists, now more 
than ever before, to act, speak up, criticize, cajole, yell, 
campaign, quietly remind, participate and be present . 
Women are people, and we need to keep demanding that 
our country treat us like we are .

Our nation needs us to not give up . The work ahead is 
too important .

To create a more just nation (and world) requires that 
we be willing to take a stand and fight . Feminism offers 
us paths to cultural and political revolution, which is 
why feminism and feminists are still so feared . The 
backlash means that feminism is making progress, so all 
of us feminists must continue to reimagine larger social, 
cultural and political goals and create ways, both big 
and small, to allow them to happen . We must imagine 
and act . Revolutions take work, hard work, to accom-
plish, so let’s continue to do the work . I’m ready . Are 
you?     

    —KJB

Our nation needs 
intersectional feminists, 

now more than ever before, to 
act, speak up, criticize, cajole, 
yell, campaign, quietly remind, 

participate and be present.
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