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‘It looks like the houses are floating on white clouds’ 
 Tana Toraja’s chic tradition > C1

In Brief

Ahmadinejad Hauled 
In by Iran Parliament
Iran’s parliament began on Wednesday to 
question President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
over a long list of accusations, including that he 
mismanaged the nation’s economy and 
challenged the country’s supreme leader.

Ahmadinejad is the first president in the 
country’s history to be hauled in before the 
parliament, a serious blow to his standing in a 
conflict pitting him against lawmakers and the 
country’s powerful clerical establishment.

The summons follows a long-awaited petition 
by a group of lawmakers for a review of policy 
decisions by Ahmadinejad, who has come under 
increasing attacks in recent months from the 
same hard-liners who brought him to power. AP 

28 People, Including 
22 Kids, Die in Crash
Twenty-eight people, including 22 children, 
returning to Belgium from a skiing holiday died 
in a bus accident in the Swiss canton of Valais, 
Swiss police said on Wednesday.

Another 24 children were reported injured. 
They were travelling from Val d’Anniviers when 
the bus hit a wall in a tunnel.

The Valais police commander said the 
tragedy was “unprecedented” and that even 
seasoned rescuers had been traumatized.

Helicopters and ambulances ferried the 
injured to four hospitals, police said.

The Belgian foreign ministry said most of the 
children were aged around 12 and the bus was 
one of three hired by a Christian group. AFP

Fiji Commander Ends 
Council of Chiefs
Fiji’s military commander disbanded the Great 
Council of Chiefs, a leadership corps on the 
island nation that dates back 130-plus years.

Commodore Frank Bainimarama had 
reduced the power of the council before 
eliminating it on Wednesday. The move may be 
an attempt to prevent the council from being 
written into the new constitution he promised to 
help write within the next year.

The council was established under British 
colonial rule in 1875. Its 55 chiefs had refused to 
endorse Bainimarama’s rule.

An expert on Pacific politics says the Fijian 
people should have been given the choice to 
decide its fate. AP

US Vets, Japanese 
Honor Iwo Jima’s Lost
A band played under a blazing sun, and 
American veterans and Japanese dignitaries 
gathered on Wednesday on Iwo Jima to mark 
the 67th anniversary of one of World War II’s 
bloodiest and most symbolic battles.

The guests from each nation saluted their 
flags near the foot of Mount Suribachi, where an 
American flag was raised in 1945.

“Our prayer today is that the souls who died 
here are resting in peace,” said retired Lt. Gen. 
Larry Snowden, 91, who was a company 
commander on Iwo Jima. 

The battle on the strategically located island 
claimed 6,821 American and 21,570 Japanese 
lives. AP

Death Toll in Sinking 
Ferry Climbs to 66
The death toll from a ferry sinking in Bangladesh 
rose to 66 on Wednesday as rescue workers 
found more bodies in the vessel that sank after 
being hit by an oil barge, police said.

Two rescue ships pulled the ferry close to the 
shore, allowing divers to search the decks where 
many passengers were trapped, district police 
chief Shahabuddin Khan said.

“The death toll is now 66,” he said, adding that 
divers feared that many more bodies were 
inside the vessel.

The packed Shariatpur 1 ferry capsized in the 
early hours of Tuesday morning after being hit 
while crossing the Meghna river, 40 kilometers 
southeast of the capital Dhaka. AP

Daniel Phan

Unable to own land, vote, or open 
a bank account, and subjected to 
regular discrimination, Ly Sok-
phhoung is an outsider in her 
own country.

Like most Yuon floating vil-
lagers living on Cambodia’s Ton-
le Sap lake, Ly, whose grandpar-
ents arrived from Vietnam dur-
ing the French colonial era, leads 
an uncertain life and struggles 
daily with the realities of a state-
less existence.

Still her hope of the United Na-
tions-backed Khmer Rouge Tri-
bunal hearing the Maoist re-
gime’s genocidal crimes against 
ethnic Vietnamese has not 
waned, in spite of the age of the 
three elderly defendants: Nuon 
Chea, 85, Ieng Sary, 87, and Khieu 
Samphan, 80.

“We’ve had it tough for so long 
and while there’s relative peace 
now, some things haven’t changed. 
Local authorities still discrimi-
nate and make things like obtain-
ing nationality harder for ethnic 
Vietnamese,” said Ly, who lost 36 
members of her family under the 
Khmer Rouge regime.

Without nationality, many 
ethnic Vietnamese living on the 
margins of society in Kampong 
Chhnang province, like Ly, are 
unable move to the land, denied 
access to financial and state 
health services and face paying 
arbitrary taxes, in addition to reg-
ular harassment and discrimina-
tion from local authorities.

Due to past displacement, 
many lack the relevant documen-
tation to prove their ancestral 
links to Cambodia.

“You must buy it,” Ly, 62, said 
of acquiring nationality, which 
she hopes the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts of Cam-
bodia will assist her with. 

“For a family, it’s around $500, 
or $1,000 if you want to hasten the 
process.

“I thought that when the 
Khmer Rouge were ousted they 
would at least provide Cambodi-
an nationality to those who re-
turned, but after coming home 
life has turned out to be one with-
out freedom and liberties.”

After the Cambodian commu-
nists seized power in 1975, Ly 
spent two months in a labor camp 
before she found herself among 
150,000 Vietnamese-Cambodi-
ans forcibly evicted in exchange 
for much-needed basics. She re-
turned to her birth nation in 1983, 
four years after Vietnamese com-
munist forces, triumphant from 
their reunification of North and 
South Vietnam and prompted by 
bloody border skirmishes in 1977, 
overthrew the Khmer Rouge.

Elimination
Official demographic reports 
show that the Khmer Rouge suc-
cessfully eliminated the remain-
ing 20,000 Vietnamese in Cam-
bodia between 1975 and 1979, al-
though accounts are uncertain as 
some tried to hide their identity.

In seeking to “smash and 
sweep cleanly away Yuon ene-
mies,” the Khmer Rouge deport-
ed them en masse before going 
after those who remained, which 
included killing chil-
dren of ethnically 
mixed marriages. The 
Khmer Krom, indige-
nous to southern Viet-
nam, were also target-
ed for perceived asso-
ciation with the Yuon.

Lyma Nguyen, rep-
resenting 43 ethnic 
Vietnamese civil par-
ties in Case 002, said 
she is confident that, 
despite the legal com-
plexities, there is ample 
evidence to convict the 
accused of waging 

genocide against the Vietnamese 
— charges they have denied.

“As a group, they were specifi-
cally singled out and a different 
crime was committed against 
them; the elimination of the 
group. The legal definition of 
genocide,” Nguyen said.

“They were deported en masse 
and some of them have seen mass 
executions of their families, and 
there are stories of the raping of 
Vietnamese girls, used as a pun-
ishment for just being Vietnam-
ese,” she said.

“If the Vietnamese person in 
the relationship was a women, 
then all the children were or-
dered to be killed because there 
was this idea that the ‘Vietnam-
ese-ness’ in a person is derived 
through the women because she 
carried their umbilical chord.”

An official radio broadcast in 
1978 rallying Cambodians to ex-
terminate the Vietnamese race 
and a number of equally vehe-
ment state publications attest to 
the regime’s intentions. But geno-
cide, under the 1948 Geneva Con-
vention, is notoriously difficult to 
prove.

And with no clear schedule as 
to when — or if — the tribunal 
will hear the charges, lawyers 
are managing their clients’ ex-
pectations should the court lose 
the race against time to pass 
judgement.

Transcending a verdict
Owing to the lengthy judicial pro-
cess, the ECCC has so far deliv-
ered only one verdict since 2006, 
with the sentencing of Kaing 
Guek Eav (better known as Com-
rade Duch), whose initial com-
muted 19-year sentence was ex-
tended to life.

The controversy-prone tribu-
nal, which has cost Phnom Penh 
and international donors about 
$200 million to date, has been 
dogged by claims of political in-
terference. The Cambodian gov-
ernment, which is fiercely op-
posed to the potential Cases 002 
and 003/004, has refused to en-
dorse Swiss Laurent Kasper-
Ansermet as the international co-
investigating judge.

Lyma Nguyen, however, said 
she believed the ECCC could help 
repair race relations between 
Khmer and Vietnamese, in addi-
tion to finding justice for millions 
affected by the Khmer Rouge’s 
murderous rule.

The desired “longer-term out-
come is that there is some under-
standing and appreciation from 
the mainstream society of the 
victim status of the Vietnamese” 
during the Khmer Rouge years, 
Nguyen said. “And I don’t expect 
that this would happen through 
the ECCC solely, but I think it’s 
one forum where this will be 
raised and have some positive 
outcomes.”

Cambodia has changed con-
siderably since Ly Sokphhoung’s 
return. The scars of the past and 
the beleaguered social status of 
the ethnic Vietnamese have driv-
en her to seek understanding.

“Wherever you live, you must 
develop affinity with its people, 
see eye-to-eye. Unfortunately, 
many of Khmer hardly treat us 
Vietnamese with any affection,” 

Ly said.
“But human emo-

tions don’t discrimi-
nate: whether to a Viet-
namese, Khmer or 
Cham. We’re all people. 
I never distinguish 
people by their ethnic-
ity. I try to explain this 
to those I work for; they 
mostly understand 
me,” she added.

“Everyone accepts 
that if we continue 
fighting then this plan-
et will one day be left 
with no one.”

Cambodia’s Ethnic 
Vietnamese Seek 
Tribunal Justice

Seoul. South Korea will hold a 
major military exercise near the 
disputed Yellow Sea border with 
North Korea later this month 
when Seoul hosts a global forum, 
officials said on Wednesday.

The drill involving warships, 
jet fighters and Marine units will 
be staged as part of events to mark 
the second anniversary of the 
sinking of a ship, the Defense 
Ministry said.

“It may come around March 
26, but details have yet to be 
fixed,” a ministry official said on 
condition of anonymity.

Seoul accused its neighbor of 

torpedoing the ship on March 26, 
2010, resulting in the loss of 46 
lives. The North denied responsi-
bility for the sinking but shelled a 
South Korean border island eight 
months later, killing four people.

“This will show our firm read-
iness to punish any provocations 
by the North,” a senior ministry 
official said.

He said soldiers would hold 
drills or rallies separately at their 
barracks on March 26, when doz-
ens of national leaders including 
US President Barack Obama gath-
er for the Nuclear Security Sum-
mit in the capital.

The summit will focus on 
ways to safeguard atomic mate-
rial worldwide and prevent acts 
of nuclear terrorism. The North 
has blasted it as an “unsavory 
burlesque” intended to justify an 
atomic attack by South Korea and 
its US ally.

Pyongyang’s new leaders have 
agreed to a nuclear deal with the 
US but have taken a consistently 
hostile tone with the South’s con-
servative government and its 
president, Lee Myung-bak.

The North has several times 
threatened to launch a “sacred” 
war against the South over what 

it sees as insults to new leader 
Kim Jong-un and his late father 
Kim Il-sung.

A Seoul Defence Ministry 
spokesman confirmed reports 
that a military unit based at In-
cheon had posted photos of the 
two Kims inside a barracks, with 
messages reading “Let’s beat Kim 
Jong-Il to death! Let’s strike Kim 
Jong-Un to death!” The spokes-
man declined to say whether the 
photos or messages were still on 
display, saying it was the respon-
sibility of the individual unit.

Agence France-Presse

S. Korea to Hold Military Exercise Near 
N. Korea’s Disputed Yellow Sea Border

Beijing. China’s legislature ap-
proved revisions on Wednesday 
to a key criminal law that on pa-
per will restrict police powers to 
secretly detain people, a tactic in-
creasingly used against activists 
and government critics.

The changes to the criminal 
procedure law were the most 
high-profile ones passed on the 
last day of the annual National 
People’s Congress. 

While legal reformers have 
mostly applauded the revisions to 
detention rules, saying they 
would offer better protection of 
suspects and reflect increasing 
awareness in China of the need 
for stronger detainee rights, legal 
enforcement is another matter.

The police and prosecutors 
routinely ignore current legal 
provisions protecting suspects’ 
rights and have frequently used 
charges of endangering national 
security against dissidents.

The revision is seen as an in-
cremental move, but not one that 
will lead to major changes in Chi-
na’s authoritarian one-party sys-
tem, despite occasional calls for 
political reform.

At his annual news conference 
on Wednesday following the ses-
sion’s close, Prime Minister Wen 
Jiabao repeated vague reform 
calls, saying they were needed to 
solidify the achievements of three 
decades of economic growth and 
prevent a repeat of the chaos that 
rocked China during the violent 

1966-1976 Cultural Revolution.
Without successful political 

reform, “new problems that have 
cropped up in China’s society will 
not be fundamentally resolved 
and such historical tragedies as 
the Cultural Revolution may hap-
pen again,” Wen said.

The Cultural Revolution, Mao 
Zedong’s failed experiment in 
radical egalitarianism, led to the 
deaths and persecution of mil-
lions, upended the nation’s lead-
ership and fostered broad cyni-
cism about the communist sys-
tem. China’s leaders, many of 
whom suffered grave hardships 
during that period, routinely hold 
it up as justification for strict po-
litical and societal control.

Wen offered no specific pro-
posals, only saying reform must 
adhere to China’s national cir-
cumstances and proceed in a 
“step-by-step manner.” Chinese 
leaders often define political re-
form in terms of boosting admin-

istrative efficiency, but even those 
paltry efforts have gained little 
traction against an entrenched 
bureaucracy and ahead of this 
fall’s leadership transition.

The approval of the revised 
criminal law by a vote of 2,639 to 
160 ends months of debate about 
whether the government would 
give the police the legal authority 
to do something they have long 
done extralegally: make people 
disappear for months at a time 
without telling their families.

The police have increasingly 
used the tactic in the past year to 
detain activist lawyers, democra-
cy campaigners and even inter-
nationally acclaimed artist Ai 
Weiwei amid government wor-
ries about whether the popular 
uprisings of the Arab Spring 
might spread to China.

Two relevant articles in the 
new law dealing with notifying 
families have been revised to bet-
ter protect detainees, though they 
don’t do away completely with se-
cret detentions, analysts said.

In the case of residential sur-
veillance, a sort of house arrest 
that can happen in a fixed loca-
tion chosen by the police, a de-
tainee’s family must be notified 
within 24 hours unless they can’t 
be reached. Dissidents are often 
put in suburban hotels or apart-
ments, and many have reported 
being tortured by the police.

Associated Press

Chinese Lawmakers Move to Limit 
Secret Police Detention of Dissidents

Washington. The United States 
has warned that Sri Lanka risks 
renewed conflict unless it ad-
dresses war crimes allegations, 
while rights groups said abuses 
by security forces continue, three 
years after fighting against Tam-
il rebels ended.

Sri Lanka has reacted angrily 
to the growing international pres-
sure to account for thousands of 
civilians suspected to have died in 
the final months of the quarter-
century-long war, when govern-
ment forces finally crushed the 
separatist Tamil Tigers.

A new documentary by Brit-
ain’s Channel 4 television that 
screened on Wednesday alleged 
that several war crimes suspects 
are now in senior government 
posts. It also details an alleged at-
tack on a UN food distribution sta-
tion by government forces, shell-
ing of a “no-fire zone” intended as 
a refuge for Tamil civilians, and 
contends that the Tamil Tiger 
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran’s 
12-year-old son was executed.

Sri Lanka has dismissed the 
documentary as influenced by 
Tamil Tiger sympathizers, and a 
draft resolution introduced by the 
United States to the UN Human 
Rights Council as an interference 
in its affairs. The government has 
organized protests at home 
against the resolution, and a Cab-
inet minister has called for a boy-
cott of US products such as Coca-
Cola, KFC and McDonald’s.

The 47-nation UN rights body 
in Geneva is expected to vote next 
week on the resolution that calls 
on Sri Lanka to investigate allega-
tions of human rights abuses by 
both government troops and 
Tamil Tiger rebels in the final 
months of the war in 2009, and 
implement the recommendations 
of its own reconciliation panel.

A UN panel of experts report-
ed in 2011 that tens of thousands 
of people may have been killed in 
those months, largely through 
shell fire by the government 
troops. The Tigers were accused 
of using civilians as human 
shields and shooting those who 
tried to escape.

Eileen Donahoe, US ambassa-
dor to the council, said that Sri 
Lanka had reacted “very nega-
tively” but that she expected it to 
pass anyway.

She said the resolution has 
been toned down from an earlier 
version that sought a government 
action plan on accountability and 
reconciliation by June. It now 
calls for the UN Human Rights 
Commissioner to report to the 
council a year from now on the 
steps Sri Lanka has taken.

Sri Lanka enjoys considerable 
support in the UN rights body. 
Russia, China, Cuba and other 
Asian, African and Latin Ameri-
can countries are expected to 
vote against the resolution.

Associated Press

US: Sri Lanka Must Face 
Up to War Crimes Claims

China’s Prime Minister Wen Jiabao 
called for reform on Wednesday.

‘This will show 
our readiness 
to punish any 
provocation 
from the North’
South Korean 
military official

We’ve had it 
tough for so 
long. Local 
authorities still 
discriminate 
and make things 
like obtaining 
nationality 
harder for ethnic 
Vietnamese.

Ly Sokphhoung

Signs warning of land mines continue to dot the ground in the Demilitarized Zone that separates North and South Korea. EPA Photo/Jeon Heon-Kyun


