
6| News Sunraysia Daily Friday, July 1, 2016

By Tyrone Dalton 
tdalton@sunraysiadaily.com.au

VICTORIA was not consulted 
about the $500 million water 
pipeline the NSW Government 
plans to connect from Went-
worth to Broken Hill, the state’s 
Water Minister Lisa Neville 
claims.

Ms Neville said she was not 
approached about the water 
pipeline and had since written 
to the NSW Premier Mike Baird 
seeking answers.

“There was no consultation 
at all. I wrote to the Premier 
seeking answers as to why,” she 
said.

Victoria and NSW govern-
ments have an agreement about 
the water stores at Menindee 
Lakes. 

The agreement means Vic-
toria has access to water stores 
until the lakes drop below 50 
per cent at which point it trans-
fers over to NSW to ensure water 
supply to Broken Hill.

“It (the water pipeline) does 
have the potential to be posi-
tive but we want to know where 
the dollars to fund it are coming 
from and hopefully this is not 
money that is supposed to go 
towards Menindee Lakes,” Ms 
Neville said.

“They should have consulted 
with us,” she said.

A spokeswoman for NSW 
Minister for Primary Indus-
tries, Lands and Water Niall 
Blair said several options were 
put on the table for considera-
tion to secure Broken Hill’s wa-
ter supply. 

She said members of the Mur-
ray Darling Basin Plan including 
the Victorian Government were 
made well-aware of the possi-
bilities being considered.

Ms Neville said she has writ-
ten to the Premier asking how 
the pipeline affects water supply 
to Broken Hill, whether Broken 
Hill will continue to have access 
to Menindee Lakes even though 
it will have another water supply 
and what can Victorians west of 

Wentworth expect from water 
flows.

She said if the Menindee 
Lakes stores were to be affect-

ed by the water pipeline she 
would look to have the agree-
ment between the states rene-
gotiated.

The Premier’s spokeswoman 
said his office had not received 
any correspondence from Ms  
Neville about the pipeline.

Pipeline war of words
Water Minister says she wasn’t consulted about project

NSW Premier Mike Baird (centre) met with Broken Hill residents at the water pipeline announcement in Broken Hill.
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