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A MEETING of Mildura Rural City, Went-
worth Shire and Broken Hill City councils 
met to hash out an approach the lower Dar-
ling’s representatives will take to the NSW 
Government.

Wentworth Shire general manager Peter 
Kozlowski said the motion would be pre-
sented at next week’s Australian Local Gov-
ernment Association annual conference in 
Canberra.

“We want a sustainable Darling River sys-
tem that ensures the health and wellbeing 
of the communities that live along it and en-
riches the economic, social, environmental 
and cultural values that have been part of its 
long history,” he said.

The motion is a call on the federal and 
state governments, and the Murray Darling 
Basin Authority, to investigate and invest in 
long-term solutions to overcome the devas-
tating plight of the Darling River.

Wentworth Shire Mayor Bill Wheeldon 
said communities along the Darling River 
had for too long been taken for granted and 
it was time the council stepped back and 
looked at the long term survival of the Dar-
ling River, its catchment area, its flora and 
fauna, and its people.

The meeting follows continuing pleas 
from a group of horticulturalists based 
along the lower Darling downstream of the 
Menindee Lakes to NSW Primary Indus-
tries Minister Niall Blair to restrict access 
upstream to ensure flows could reach the 
Menindee Lakes.

Alan Whyte, of Jamiesville Station be-
tween Wentworth and Pooncarie, told Sun-
raysia Daily the mess was “a direct conse-

quence of the change in NSW state policy”.
As much as 1172ML a day has been flow-

ing in the Namoi, upstream of Walgett, dur-
ing the past week whereas there has been 
no flow into the lower Darling River down-
stream of the Menindee Lakes.

Mildura Rural City Council Mayor Glenn 
Milne said the local government contingent 
was united in its simple approach for a sus-
tainable Darling River system.

“We’re not in the position of telling them 
how it should be done; we don’t have access 
to engineers and reports to do that. We just 
want to see it resolved,” he said.

The meeting follows Mildura Rural City 
and Wentworth Shire councils visiting Bro-
ken Hill previously to view problems up-
stream firsthand.

Push for survival

A SPOKESMAN for NSW Department 
of Primary Industries said last week’s 
widespread rainfall provided welcome 
relief to parched catchments throughout 
inland NSW.

He said the department expected the 
rain to replenish town weir pools and 
improve water security for high priority 
needs along the Darling River.

The department did not answer 
whether it would release water to the 
lower Darling River system.

“Inflows to the upper Darling 
catchment were only small and isolated, 
therefore not delivering any meaningful 
improvement at Menindee or further 
downstream.”

Rain relief

Regional councils 
unite to call for a 
solution to the Darling 
River water crisis Wentworth Mayor Bill Wheeldon
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