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By Tyrone Dalton
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MANY people in the Mallee are 
living in debt despite working 
longer hours, this year’s State of the 
Regions report shows.

The annual State of the Regions 
report details population growth, 
household incomes versus Aus-
tralia’s economic position, employ-
ment and workforce data. 

Leading economist and co-
author Dr Peter Brain said many 
regions were finding it difficult to 
plug into the nation’s prosperity 

due to poor telecommunications 
and transport infrastructure.

The State of the Regions report 
showed Loddon Mallee residents 
were spending 7.1 per cent more 
than their incomes allowed, point-
ing to the rising costs of living or a 
growing dependency of people to 
live beyond their means.

“A program of increased local 
government grants would lift na-
tional income and achieve greater 
equality in the distribution of in-
come and opportunity across the 
country, with particular benefits 

to the low-income, mainly rural re-
gions,” Mr Brain said.

The report, commissioned by 
local government peak body, the 
Australian Local Government As-
sociation (ALGA), found there was 
a widening gap in employment 
rates, household incomes and pro-
ductivity between and within Aus-
tralia’s regions and cities. 

It said this was intensifying the 
inequality across Australia’s re-
gions and the economic struggles 
of some regions.

It showed the Loddon Mallee’s 

unemployment level had increased 
from 6.3 per cent in 2010 to 6.7 in 
2016 while those in the workforce 
were working more hours at an 
average of 1291 hours, more than 
most other regions in Australia.

ALGA Mayor Troy Pickard said 
it was clear a definitive and com-
prehensive regional development 
policy was now crucial with more 
needed from government.

“All the major parties are miss-
ing a national regional devel-
opment policy in their election 
platforms, although the Federal 

Government flagged in the May 
3 budget papers it would release 
a regional development policy in 
2017.

The Loddon Mallee accounts 
for 1.3 per cent of the national 
population and grew by just 0.2 
per cent from 2014 to 2016.

Highlighting a growing dispar-
ity where debt is becoming more 
common, housing prices rose from 
an average of $269, 000 in 2012 to 
$275,000 in 2015 as the average 
household income decreased from 
$100, 383 to $99,683.

Report claims people owe more despite working longer 
DEBT GROWS
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Best in show
It is the glamour event of the year ... for 
dogs. Twins Angus and Adelle Cameron, 
4, with dog Bella are preparing for next 

month’s Festival of Dogs. Reports, Page 4


