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A LOCAL taskforce set up to iden-
tify skill shortages in the Mallee has 
found more than 4400 new locally 
skilled workers will be needed by 
the horticultural, solar and other 
industries by 2020.

Victoria’s Minister for Training 
and Skills Gayle Tierney launched 
the first report of the Mallee Re-
gional Skills Taskforce at Carwarp 
yesterday.

The report was released by the 

Victorian Skills Com-
missioner, Neil Coulson 
who chaired the Mallee 
Regional Skills Taskforce, 
which was established in 
May this year.

A skills demand profile 
developed by the group 
found skills challenges 
and opportunities across 
the horticultural, manu-
facturing, hospitality and 
tourism, construction, transport, 
retail trade, and healthcare sectors.

The Mallee Regional Skills Task-

force represents Mildura 
Council as well as the 
Swan Hill and the Buloke 
and Gannawarra shires.

It includes representa-
tives from the Mallee’s hor-
ticulture, solar, aged care, 
health, local government 
and business sectors.

Mr Coulson said the 
implementation of the 
taskforce recommenda-

tions would be coordinated by a 
project manager, Glenn Stewart 
who will be based in Robinvale and 

travel around the Mallee.
The Mallee Regional Skills Task-

force report said changes and op-
portunities in the labour market 
would take time to filter down to 
trainers, school students and their 
parents.

Mr Coulson said it was vital the 
vocational education and training 
system in the Mallee was aligned to 
the needs of industry. 

He said there was also strong 
demand for skilled trades in the 
area including boilermakers, diesel 
mechanics and machine operators. 

The report also found the Mal-
lee had an ageing workforce with 
a looming demand for labour re-
placement in existing local industry. 

Victoria’s Minister for Training 
and Skills Gayle Tierney said the 
work of the Mallee Regional Skills 
Taskforce was an ideal model for 
other regional areas to follow.

The Mallee was the first area 
in Victoria to take up the oppor-
tunity to establish a taskforce.

Why the Mallee is crying out for 
skilled workers: TOMORROW

By Christopher Testa
ctesta@sunraysiadaily.com.au

A DRUG-fuelled bender has ended with 
jail time for a Swan Hill man who barely 
remembers breaking into several cars and a 
corner store.

Dylan Macfarlane, 22, pleaded guilty 
to a string of charges in the Mildura 
Magistrates’ Court on Thursday, including 
theft of a motor vehicle, possessing an 
offensive weapon, making a threat to kill, 
assaulting an emergency worker on duty 
and six counts of attempted aggravated 
burglary.

Police prosecutor Senior Constable 

Kristen Simm told the court Macfarlane 
armed himself with a baseball bat and 
smashed the shop’s glass door to gain entry.

Sen Constable Simm said the 
shopowners, who live in an adjoining 
residence, awoke to the sound and watched 
on in horror as they saw Macfarlane looking 
through the aisles on CCTV footage.

He left the shop without stealing any 
items.

Police later went to his house, where he 
armed himself with a machete in a back 
room and threatened police.

He dropped the weapon and was taken 
back to Swan Hill police station, interviewed 
and charge.

The court heard Macfarlane also broke 
into several vehicles while drunk between 
2pm on May 11 and 8am on May 12.

Police interviewed Macfarlane four days 
later and he said he couldn’t remember the 
night because he had been drinking heavily.

Macfarlane became abusive during a 
court appearance at Swan Hill Magistrates’ 
Court on May 23 when custody officers 
denied him physical contact with a family 
member in court.

He was taken back to the Swan Hill 
police station, where he threatened a 
sergeant, became physical and continued 
making threats as he refused to obey police 
directions.

The sergeant punched Macfarlane in 
the face in fear of being further assaulted, 
forcing him back into his cell.

The defence counsel said Macfarlane 
suffered schizophrenia, had a cognitive 
impairment, and had begun heavily drinking 
at 13 while growing up in Swan Hill, and 
began using drugs at 16.

Macfarlane was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment, of which he has served 139 
days in custody.

He was also placed on an 18-month 
community corrections order, ordered to 
appear in court again in December for 
judicial monitoring and disqualified from 
driving for six months.

Drug-fuelled rampage lands Swan Hill man in jail

By Melanie Whiting 
mwhiting@sunraysiadaily.com.au

TODAY Mildura police and their NSW 
counterparts will honour the 159 men and 
women who paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
their community – including five of their 
own. 

More than 100 years have passed since 
the last local police officer died – which 

Leading Senior Constable Gary Pearse 
puts down to a combination of good 

policing, support and luck. 
Much has changed in the force 

since Constable Edward Fallon met 
his untimely end, becoming the first 
of five to die while on duty or as a 

result of duty in Sunraysia. 
Constable Fallon was on patrol 

with his Inspector one moonlit night in 
October, 1856. 

He was last seen attempting to cross the 
junction of the Murray and Darling Rivers at 
high tide before bridges were commonplace. 

“The Inspector came out the other side 
of the creek - he didn’t,” Leading Sen-
Constable Pearse said. 

“The following morning with the 
assistance from the natives of the Yelta 
mission, they looked for him and found his 
body down the creek.” 

The saying “bad things come in threes” 
rang true for the next three police officers 
who all died at Kings Billabong between 
1897 and 1906. 

Constable Josiah Rowley was thought to 
have died from drowning after being swept 
away on his horse and pinned down by the 
animal. 

Constable Timothy J. Murphy – who was 
just 23 years old and Constable Henry C. 
Blair died after drinking the billabong’s 
typhoid-laced water. 

Lastly, there was Constable William A. 
Lunny in 1910, who died in hospital days 
after fracturing his skull from being thrown 
off a horse. 

“If you go through the honour roll ... 
you’d see police officers, horses and water 
shouldn’t mix,” Leading Sen-Constable 
Pearse said. 

As the years have passed, technological 
advancements have reduced the number of 
needless deaths in the force, while also pav-
ing the way for modern menaces to police. 

THE Mildura National Police Remem-
brance Day service today will make spe-
cial mention of four brave Victorian police 
women to mark 100 years of women in 
policing this year. 

This includes 23-year-old Constable 
Clare Frances Bourke who was tragically 
killed just over a year into her career. 

On March 16, 1983 Constable 
Bourke was working in the watch-house 
at Sunshine police station where she 

died from a gunshot wound fired from a 
colleague’s firearm. 

She was later awarded the 
posthumous Victoria Police Star and the 
National Police Service Medal. 

Chief Commissioner Graham Ashton 
said National Police Remembrance Day, 
which coincides with Blue Ribbon Day, 
is a significant event for all current and 
former members of the force. 

“Today, we pause to acknowledge 

the 14,017 police and 1393 protective 
services officers across Victoria and the 
risks that they take every day to keep our 
community safe,” he said. 

“Our thoughts on National 
Remembrance Day are with the families, 
loved ones and colleagues of the police 
who are sadly no longer with us.” 

Victoria and NSW police will attend the 
Mildura service at the Church of Christ, 
Deakin Avenue at 11am today.

We need 4400 workers

Cops pay tribute to true blue comrades

Service honours the sacrifice of women

Mildura Police Senior Constable Lauren Abson, 
supervising police custody officer Dee Mouvet and First 
Constable Kelly Sylvester. Picture: Louise Donges
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