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A SUNRAYSIA group is at-
tempting to get to the core 
issues that have led Mildura 
to be ranked as the third most 
disadvantaged city in Victoria.

An initiative of the Northern 
Mallee Community Partner-
ships, Hands Up Mallee (HUM) 
aims to draw on the experienc-
es, expertise and knowledge of 
groups and organisations from 
various sectors of the commu-
nity.

Priority 
issues will 
include 
the high 
rate of 
teen preg-
nancies, 
family 
drug and 
alcohol 
problems 
and juve-
nile crime, 
which are 
all double 
the state 
average.

Northern Mallee Commu-
nity Partnership chair Teresa 
Jayet said HUM has a key role 
advocating for the alignment 
of state and federal policies 
to achieve large-scale social 
change.

“We need to take owner-
ship of the problems facing 
our community and every 
person, every organisation, 
needs to do its part,” Ms Jayet 
said.

“We, as a community, have 
the most knowledge about the 
issues we face day in day out, 
what works and what must 
change.

“We need to hear the 
thoughts and ideas from peo-
ple across our whole commu-
nity, especially people living 
with the issues daily.”

Ms Jayet said the group 
would work with everyone 
from non-profit organisations, 
social services, businesses and 
philanthropics to various levels 
of government.

Sunraysia locals can get 
involved by filling out a survey 
and providing feedback about 
issues in the community at 
www.handsupmallee.com.

SUNRAYSIA TACKLES FAMILY VIOLENCE

THE courts will always be 
in the headlines.

From drug trafficking, 
murder and alcohol-
fuelled street assaults; 
the public wants to 
know what crimes are 
happening in their 
community.

But it’s the scourge 
of family violence that 
takes up most of the 
court’s time – both here 
in Mildura and across the 
state – yet it’s perhaps 
the issue the public hears 
least about, due largely 
to privacy laws aimed at 
protecting the victims.

But that doesn’t mean 
it should be swept under 
the carpet. 

Sit in at Mildura 
Magistrates’ Court on 
any day of the week and 
you will see the very real 
impact of family violence 
on this community.

There are those 
who desperately seek 
intervention orders 
from their partners or 
fellow family members, 
there are those who 
persistently breach 
those intervention orders 
and then there are the 
sentencing of those – 
yes, mostly men – who 
have committed assaults 
on their partners.

The findings from the 
Royal Commission into 
Family Violence last year 
gave a portrait of the 
typical family violence 
offender.

It is a 34-year-old, 

unemployed, Australian-
born male.

What you will also 
often hear is that they are 
part of a cycle, perhaps 
exposed themselves to 
family violence as a child.

Often, drugs, alcohol 
and mental illness are a 
factor. 

One of the biggest 
barriers to justice has 
always been the under 
reporting of family 
violence matters. 

The courts, police 
and social services 
have made big 
efforts in recent 
years to make the 
system easier 
for victims to 
navigate.

There is still 
a way to go, of 
course. At Mildura 
court, there is little 
way a victim can 
avoid coming face-
to-face with their 
alleged attacker. 

The Royal 
Commission 
recommended that 
all family violence 
matters be heard 
before specialist 
family violence courts 
in Australia within five 
years. 

The government has 
promised to implement 
all recommendations, so 
time will tell if the police 
and judicial system get 
the resources they need 
to battle the scourge of 
family violence. 

A week 
in the 
courts

Case highlights 
extent of violence
By Daniella White 
dwhite@sunraysiadaily.com.au

A DESPERATE Marcia* made a run for 
it when she was threatened by her part-
ner Robbie* with a pair of scissors.

Just months before, she had been 
the victim of a vicious and prolonged 
assault at his hands, Mildura 
Magistrates’ Court heard this week.

Shockingly, much of it was in front of 
their horrified young child, to the cries 
of “no, dadda, no”.

He choked her for about 40 seconds 
and she thought she was going to die, 
when he finally let go she was bleeding 
from the nose.

Robbie stopped her leaving the house 
for days after that assault to stop any 
questions about the cuts and bruises. 

A fear of Department of Human 
Services involvement in her family life 
was one of the reasons she didn’t go to 
police earlier. But, of course, no one can 
truly understand how hard it is to leave 
until they have been in that position. 

In December, when she was 
threatened with the scissors, Marcia 
ran down the street and was picked up 
by a concerned passer-by who drove her 
to the police station. 

In a victim impact statement, she 
said how her life was torn apart by the 
assault, she was forced into a women’s 
refuge and was still terrified Robbie will 
come back to kill her.

“I am scared every day, I re-live the 
attack every day,” she said.

“I believe if he does find me he will 
kill me.”

Robbie’s defence counsel Bert 
Hilton-Wood said the escalation 
of violence occurred alongside an 
increase in his alcohol consumption.

He said Robbie was dealing with the 
death of his father at the time and was 
ashamed of his actions. 

He was sentenced to nine months’ 
prison, to be followed by a community 
corrections order

*Names have been changed.
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