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ExpEriEncE ‘Saturday night LivE’ at nEw Exhibit

By NicolE VillalpaNdo

“Saturday night live: The Exhibition” 
is like walking through the 40th-anniver-
sary show that ran in February and James 
Franco’s documentary, “Saturday night.”

The new exhibition takes you through 
the workweek at “Saturday night live,” 
from meeting the host for the week to 
watching the show. In between is script 
writing, the pitch meeting, set design, 
costume design and dress rehearsal.

you enter the exhibition through sliding 
doors to watch video of some of the most 
memorable sketches from “Snl” as well 
as a history of how it all began. Then you 
enter lorne Michaels’ office with his desk 
and see notes from Steve Martin and 
Buck Henry in the early days of the show.

you’ll see some of the early show memo-
rabilia, from the land Shark to Buck-
wheat’s costume, the Killer Bees outfits, 
Mr. Robinson’s neighborhood and more.

The exhibition then follows the order 

of how the show gets put together each 
week. you hear from some of the writers 
of the show, including Seth Meyers talking 
about trying to find ideas into the wee 
hours of the morning. 

The exhibition takes you to the set 
design department, where you see the 
Church lady’s set and the “Celebrity 
Jeopardy” set with the Burt Reynolds cos-
tume on a mannequin. The prop depart-
ment is next, with some of the products 
they’ve created, such as the “Bass-o-Ma-
tic” and “Baby Spanx.”

The makeup artist area displays wigs 
and makeup designs used for some of 
the characters.

next you head to the costume depart-
ment where you see a hall of costumes, 
including ones for King Tut, Hans and 
Franz, the Spartan Cheerleaders and 
the Coneheads. The exhibit also has 
the dressing stalls where actors change 
between skits.

you then enter the control room, where 
you get to watch and hear a part of a show 
from behind the scenes and hear the 
director cue different cameras. When the 
doors from the control room open, you 
enter a mock-up of the theater, with the 
main stage ahead of you, the music stage 
to the left and a sketch stage with the “Ce-
lebrity Jeopardy” set on it to the right.

The attendant pulls a screen onto the 
stage, and then Kristen Wiig introduces 
the show and takes you through a short-
ened version. It feels like you’re really 
there in the theater for a “Saturday night 
live” taping.

afterward, you have an opportunity to 
get your photo taken near the stage, and 
then you can attend the “after-party” as 
the exhibition opens into the gift shop.

villalpando writes for the austin american-Statesman.

Walk-through is start-to-finish 
tour of how show is produced

Steve Martin’s King Tut costume 
displayed at “Saturday Night Live: The 
Exhibition.” NicolE VillalpaNdo • TNS

If you go

“Saturday Night Live, The Exhibition”: 
417 Fifth ave., new york city
Info: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-thursday; 11 
a.m.-9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Satur-
day; and 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday. tickets 
are $29 adults, $26 children ages 5-11; 
snltheexhibition.com

At top, Golden Mountain provides the background as a whale shark cruises in the waters of Bahia de los Angeles. Above are views of the yurts at Las Animas Wilder-
ness Lodge, which look out onto Bahia de los Angeles.  The yurts’ interiors are clean and spacious.  JoaNNE diBoNa photos
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By JoaNNE diBoNa

‘Open your eyes. you can’t miss this.” My husband Tony prodded me as I sat in a 
Piper plane with eyes closed while we winged over Baja California. n We had just 
left Brown Field Municipal airport in San diego, together with two other couples 

who were part of our traveling group. n We were headed toward the coastal town of Bahia 
de los angeles in the Gulf of California to experience an adventure of a lifetime: swimming 
with docile whale sharks that surface in the town’s bay from august to October each year.

Sure enough, when I finally opened my eyes, I felt like 
an angel sailing through the heavens. at an altitude of 
about 10,000 feet, our efficient little plane afforded the 
most resplendent views of the Baja peninsula below. 
I whipped out my camera at that point and snapped 
away, all fears dispelled. I knew our pilot, Fred, was a 
highly accomplished aviator with years of experience, 
so I decided to sit back and enjoy this magical ride.

Why did we choose this trip? a recent visit to the 
Galapagos Islands had whetted our appetites for simi-
lar adventures. We heard from friends that the Midriff 

Island region in Baja California’s Gulf of California is 
referred to as the “world’s aquarium” and shares many 
similarities with the Galapagos Islands, so we were 
intrigued. a quick Internet search brought us to Baja 
airVenture’s website. after reading all the glowing 
testimonials and learning that the company has been 
in operation for 26 years, we felt confident booking the 
“Whale Shark” tour. 

never a friend of flying, even on huge commercial 
jets, I did have second thoughts about soaring over 

Swimming 
with sharks

Sharing the Sea with gentle giantS highlighted  
a journey to gulf of California’S Midriff iSland region
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ORDER NOW!

TV Weekly magazine provides
local TV and cable print listings with
comprehensive program grids for
each service provider in your area. It
delivers an entire week’s worth of
localized TV listings – with each
day’s schedule easily viewed at a
glance. 
It’s much quicker and easier to use
than a 50 button remote!

SPECIAL OFFER!

13 Issues

$975
online:
www.iwantmytvmagazine.com

phone:
1-877-521-8265

Try 13 issues for a trial rate of just $9.75, 
that’s a 75% savings off the cover price.

TRY TV WEEKLY MAGAZINE
America’s guide to “the good stuff” on TV.

Download 
the fi nal frontier.

This commemorative issue of the LA Times 
Special emagazine is a tribute to Leonard Nimoy 
and his illustrious career spanning more than half 
a century. Featuring exclusive interviews and rare 
archive photos, it takes an in-depth look at the life 
of a true Hollywood legend. And it’s available only 
with the new LA Times Special app.

SPECIALSPECIAL

ENTERTAINMENT

Tijuana: Street Art Trek: 1 p.m. aug. 
1. though tijuana’s cEcut boasts 
an array of fine art galleries and an 
impressive collection of pre-hispanic 
artifacts, to tune into a city’s vibe, 
there’s nothing quite like urban street 
art. $40 ticket includes round-trip 
border transportation, a tour with 
tijuana’s star graffiti artist, panca, 
lunch and more. The group meets in 
San Ysidro at 1 p.m. and estimates 
the return to the border at 8 p.m. 
turistalibre.com

Valle de Guadalupe: Vendimia 
(wine harvest festival): aug. 7-23. 
celebrating its 25th anniversary 
this year, the Fiestas de la vendimia 
highlights the best of baja california’s 
wines and cuisine with tastings, tours 
and presentations. aug. 7 will be the 
grand opening wine-tasting event, 
and aug. 23 is the paella festival. 
provinoac.org 

Rosarito: Radical Sound Fest 
2015: noon aug. 8. For this second 
installment, up to 4,000 people 
are expected to enjoy more than 
20 rock, ska and reggae acts, food 
vendors and more. Free admission. 
IMAC (Instituto Municipal de Arte y 
Cultura) Rosarito, Playas de Rosarito. 
facebook.com/RadicalEventsMexico

Rosarito: 26th annual Seafood 
Festival: noon to 7 p.m. on aug. 9. in 
addition to enjoying the live music 
and folkloric dancers, purchase 
tastes from more than 15 rosarito 
beach restaurants offering a variety 
of food typical from the region. Free 
admission. Rosarito Beach Hotel & 
Resort, Boulevard Benito Juárez 31, 
Rosarito. rosaritobeachhotel.com

Rosarito: Fourth annual Baja Blues 
Fest: aug. 21-23. celebrate blues on 
the beach when some of the best 
bands from the u.S. and Mexico make 
the scene at the three-day baja blues 
Fest. performers this year include 
headliners tommy castro and the 
painkillers, Missy andersen, bayou 
brothers, hoya Soy Lola, backwater 
blues band and Michele Lundeen. 
the family-friendly event, which 
benefits several children’s charities 
in the rosarito area, also includes 
arts-and-crafts vendors plus food 
and drink. $35 three-day event ticket; 
single-day tickets $10-$20. Rosarito 
Beach Hotel & Resort, Boulevard 
Benito Juárez 31, Rosarito. bajablues-
fest.org 

Rosarito: Third annual Sabor de 
Baja: End of Summer White Affair: 
5 p.m. aug. 26. the culinary competi-
tion showcases 20 of baja’s top chefs 
and features Mexican wine and 

artisanal beer pairings. guests are 
expected to dress in all white attire. 
$65. Rosarito Beach Hotel & Resort, 
Boulevard Benito Juárez 31, Rosarito. 
(664) 609-3459, sabordebaja.com

Rosarito: Sixth annual Interna-
tional Mariachi & Folkloric Festival: 
Sept. 30-Oct. 3. the festival’s first 
year entertained an audience of 250; 
in 2014, more than 3,000 people 
enjoyed the concert finale. Since 100 
percent of proceeds benefit the op-
eration and construction of the boys 
and girls club of rosarito, this is the 
charity’s signature fundraising event. 
this year’s concierto Espectacular 
on Oct. 3 will include performances 
by trio Ellas, Mariachi Estrellas 
de chula vista, Mariachi divas de 
cindy Shea and Mariachi nuevo de 
tecalitlán. cost of admission ranges 
from $20 for an unreserved general 
admission seat, to $40 for a reserved 
table seat, and $75 for a vip table 
seat. tickets for this concert, and 
an assortment of festival events 
are available through the website. 
Rosarito Beach Hotel & Resort, 
Boulevard Benito Juárez 31, Rosarito. 
(619) 887-9277, rosaritobeachmari-
achifolkloricofestival.com

Note: Events are subject to change 
and/or cancellation. Please confirm 
with the event organizer before book-
ing your trip. 

To submit Baja events, email 
information at least two weeks 
in advance to cynthia.zanone@
utsandiego.com

Baja Calendar

Beach-side in Rosarito, Baja Blues Fest offers something for all ages

Tommy Castro and the 
Painkillers headline this 
year’s annual Baja Blues 
Fest. lEWis MacdoNald 

Baja California in a small 
plane. But to my great 
surprise, half the fun was 
getting there. What would 
have taken two days by car 
from San diego took two 
hours by Piper plane. We 
stopped at San Felipe for a 
quick customs check (our 
small group were the only 
people in line) and then 
we took off, landing at the 
Bahia de los angeles air 
strip a short time later.

a short car ride to the 
harbor brought us and 
our fellow tour passen-
gers to our boat for a 
roughly one-hour trip to 
las animas Eco-lodge. 
The magic started almost 
immediately. as we 
pulled away from shore, 
we were greeted by a 
flock of hundreds of peli-
cans diving on bait fish 
in the harbor. a bit later, 
out on the high seas, we 
watched dozens of playful 
dolphins leap high into 
the air directly in front of 
us, in what looked like a 
choreographed sea mam-
mal ballet! 

We sailed around 
promontories that held 
vast colonies of barking 
sea lions. They delighted 
us with their antics and 
even swam up to our boat 
to raise their heads above 
water, peering at us with 
their curious stares.

as we pulled into the 
placid cove and first laid 
eyes on the las animas 
Eco-lodge, we felt as if 
we were part of a “world’s 
most beautiful beaches” 
travel magazine spread. 
This is “glamping” at its 
finest. The seven yurts 
(ranging from two- to 
five-person capacity) that 
rest on the pristine, white 
sandy beach are impec-
cably clean and spacious. 
Our king bed was ex-
tremely comfortable, and 
there was even a twin bed 
and loft in the unit, mak-

ing it ideal for travelers 
with children.

One does have to be fru-
gal with water there, but 
we quickly got used to the 
bathing process. (There’s 
no running water, so 
guests are supplied with 
5-gallon buckets of water 
for bathing, and a gallon 
of pure drinking water.) 
I am not the traditional 
camping type, loving my 
creature comforts, but I 
was content with the very 
pleasant accommodations 
we found at las animas. 
The meals were lovingly 
prepared and tasty, and 
we often enjoyed fresh 
fish caught that day 
as well as ceviche and 
other Mexican specialties. 
Beverages included some 
delicious herbal teas, 
plus beer and margaritas 
served during meals, at 
happy hour and beyond.

The staff was excep-
tional in all aspects, 
genuinely eager to please 
us and cater to our every 
need. Our pilot guides, 
Fred and andy, astound-
ed us with the scope of 
their vast knowledge of 
the history, wildlife and 
fauna of the region. Their 
mentoring did much to 
enhance our appreciation 
of this magnificent re-
gion. Their genuine pas-
sion for this area of Baja 
California shone through 
in all their communica-
tions with our group.

and yes, we were often 
reminded of our voyage 
to the Galapagos Islands 
as we made our daily 
discoveries via our boat 
tours. Topographically, the 
regions are very similar. 
as in the Galapagos, we 
spotted blue-and-yellow-
footed booby birds, mag-
nificent frigates, countless 
sea lions, Sally-lightfoot 
crabs, manta rays, sea 
turtles, and many other 
similar species that both 
regions share. and while 

there aren’t giant tortoises 
roaming the countryside 
as in the Galapagos, the 
gentle, magnificent whale 
sharks more than make up 
for this omission. 

There was no doubt: 
The highlight of this voy-
age was to experience the 
proximity of the rare and 
elusive whale sharks. at 
one point, we counted 24 
gentle giants swimming 
around us. My husband, 
Tony, did not hesitate to 
grab a snorkel and plunge 
into the bay, together with 

many of our fellow travel-
ers, to enjoy this magical 
moment. I, in turn, opted 
to photograph the amazing 
nature encounter from the 
deck of our boat. 

I must mention that 
even though you may not 
feel inclined or capable 
of jumping in the water 
to swim with the whale 
sharks, you will be able 
to admire them from the 
excursion boat at close 
range. The photo oppor-
tunities were endless, as 
the whale sharks dis-

played no fear and glided 
through the water, im-
pervious to the humans 
paddling by their sides.

Our excellent boat 
captains carefully guided 
our boat toward the whale 
sharks, always cautious 
about disturbing them in 
any way. Furthermore, 
they had an extremely 
good knowledge and 
experience of the waters 
and of their robust, well-
equipped pangas, which 
always put us at ease.

Even though a swim 

with a whale shark is a 
tough act to follow, there 
were many more exciting 
daily adventures offered 
to and embraced by our 
group. Our pilot guides 
led us on nature walks 
and pointed out the rare 
fauna and sea life that 
one can experience in the 
fertile Gulf of California. 
We jumped in the surf 
and frolicked with the sea 
lions; we kayaked out into 
the bay to explore birds 
and other wildlife up close 
and personal; and some of 
our group sailed or paddle-
boarded daily through the 
calm cove just steps away 
from our yurts.

Several of us opted to 
just relax on our verandas 
to look out over a wild and 
breathtakingly pristine 
landscape. With no sounds 
or signs of humanity 
around us, it was so easy 
to commune with nature 
and let the stress of our 
daily lives dissipate with 
each gentle wave rolling 
onto the shore.

We were a group of eight 
travelers from all walks of 
life (varying in age from 
45 to 85) who started out 
as strangers and departed 
as friends, bonded by 
memories of an enchanting 
travel experience. On our 
final evening, we walked 
as a group along the shore 
and watched the sparkles 
under our feet and the 
glowing fish in the waves 
— the bioluminescence 
phenomenon of the ocean 
that I have read about but 
never experienced. 

and then we looked 
up. The heavenly sky in 
this wilderness defies 
description. Without any 
man-made lights to mar 
its glory, the night sky 
above was a jet-black 
globe peppered with 
glowing stars and constel-
lations of amazing clarity. 
awe-struck, I gazed at the 
Milky Way in its glorious 
splendor, the likes of which 
I’ve never seen and will no 
doubt never forget. 

you couldn’t ask for a 
better send-off.

dibona is a San diego freelance 
travel writer and photographer.
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If you go

A diver swims alongside a whale shark in Bahia de los Angeles.  JoaNNE diBoNa

ShARkS • Just riding 
the excursion boat offers  
endless photo ops

Getting there: all baja airventures flights leave from brown Field Municipal airport, located 
13 miles southeast of downtown San diego in the Otay Mesa neighborhood.
Tour details: baja airventures offers tours during the prime whale shark viewing times, be-
ginning aug. 17 through the end of October. the special all-inclusive six-day, five-night baja 
whale Shark Experience is $2,595 per person. this fare includes the round-trip flight from 
San diego, all transfers, lodging, daily whale shark snorkeling excursions, use of all sporting 
equipment, and all meals, drinks and alcoholic beverages. For more information, or to book 
space, call Kevin warren: (800) 221-9283 or (619) 421-2235 or visit the company’s website 
at www.bajaairventures.com/bajawhaleshark.
Accommodations: all yurts feature comfortable beds, bathrooms with toilets and showers 
(using various water preservation methods), 120v outlets and lighting (featuring an ex-
panded solar power system), fans and air-conditioning. Satellite internet access is available 
at times, but spotty at best.
What to bring: casual is king on this trip, and less is definitely more. you won’t be able 
to cart much luggage, as there is limited room in the plane’s storage area. based on our 
experience, i advise bringing a sun hat and clothing that can be easily washed and dried 
overnight. i also recommend bug spray, as you may encounter some pests on your inland 
nature tours. deck shoes are also a must. Otherwise, you will live for the week in your bath-
ing suits and casual attire.
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