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This is the windmill that is situated be-
hind our house in Nijmegen. Although 
windmills are a pretty common site in 
the Netherlands, there are actually only 
10 in operation as working mills in the 
entire country. This is one of those ten.   
 
We spent a couple of days sightsee-
ing after the march.  Here is the 
charming village of Son en Breugel, 
near Eindhoven, that was the scene 
of heavy fighting during World War 
II’s Operation Market Garden.
 

Here is the Memorial for the Ameri-
can and Canadian soldiers lost in the 
famous Waal River crossing during 

the liberation of Nijmegen as part of World War II’s Operation 
Market Garden.  Many Soldiers were lost and their names are 
inscribed on the monument. 

Bill in Front of a Functioning 
Windmill

A Church in the Village

The Waal River Crossing

resident spotlight

CMHS Grad Takes Cabaret Crown In

NYC SINGING COMPETITION
Written by Katie Ward Beim-Esche

Emily Ellet was recently named the winner of The Metropolitan 
Room's tenth annual MetroStar Talent Challenge, a New York 
City cabaret competition. Emily is a SAG/AFTRA actor, singer, 
and audiobook narrator who grew up in Colorado Springs.

The seven-week competition involved over fifty singers, repre-
senting a variety of ages and styles. As MetroStar's new cham-
pion, Emily will develop and perform a show for a four-night en-
gagement in 2018 at The Metropolitan Room's new NYC location.

Past MetroStar winners have gone on to highly successful cabaret 
and concert careers in New York and around the country, includ-
ing acclaimed cabaret starlet, Marissa Mulder, and Broadway 
actor, David Baida.

Emily’s mini-set included what BroadwayWorld.com called a 
"dazzlingly original interpretation" of the '80s disco anthem "It's 
Raining Men" by The Weather Girls.

“I didn’t realize the audience was going to find it so funny!” Emily 
laughed. She combined the song with a musical theater favorite 
from the Broadway musical The Fantasticks. Videos of her per-
formance are available at www.emilyellet.com.

“I started doing my own cabaret shows while I was perform-
ing on a cruise ship,” Emily said. “I was itching to try my hand 
at producing my own show, full of the songs I most wanted to 
share with people.”

"I have very eclectic taste musically, which is probably why caba-
ret appealed to me—the way you can weave pop/rock, musical 
theater, jazz, and even country songs into one connected evening 

of music. And honestly, where else would I get to sing ‘It’s Rain-
ing Men’ outside of a karaoke bar?”

Emily (née Ward) moved to Colorado Springs in 1998. Her 
parents, Nancy Moon and Jon Ward, own Beckony Kitchens & 
Baths, a kitchen/bath design and remodel firm with showrooms 
in downtown Colorado Springs and Castle Rock, and continue to 
live in the Broadmoor Bluffs neighborhood.

Emily attended Cheyenne Mountain Junior High and Cheyenne 
Mountain High, playing flute and piccolo in school bands and 
multiple All-State and All-City honor bands, as well as with the 
Colorado Springs Youth Symphony. 

A love of the stage has been Emily's calling card since she was 
little. Yet it took courage and time to manifest.

“I actually erased my name from the audition list for the musical 
my freshman year of high school,” she admitted. “I was too scared 
to try out, and so I ended up playing in the pit orchestra instead. 
But all those years in band were bedrock to me as a musician."

Emily credited CMJH band director, Dan Bell, and CMHS band 
director, Jack Yonce, with instilling in her an understanding of 
music that, she said, "considerably helped me overcome the fact 
that I started training as a singer so late in life.”

After graduating from CMHS in 2004, Emily studied at Principia 
College in Elsah, Illinois, landing the lead in West Side Story as a 
freshman and eventually earning her bachelor’s degree in theater, 
with minors in music and dance.

MetroStar 2017 Top Five
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Emily has performed with Broadway stars 
such as Audra MacDonald, Patti LuPone, 
Norm Lewis, Brian Stokes Mitchell, and 
Judy McLane, as well as in several off-
Broadway shows. She was the original 
Cat in Stephen Schwartz's "Magic To Do" 
on the Ruby Princess cruise ship. She has 
studied with Craig Carnelia, DB Bonds, 
Matt Farnsworth, and Sally Wilfert. An 
audiobook narrator since 2009, Emily has 
now recorded more than 130 books, and 
her list continues to grow. 

Eventually, Emily hopes to travel the world 
as her concert and cabaret career grows. 
She hasn’t ruled out Broadway, though.

“To get to do what you love and connect 
with people through song—what could be 
better than that?” she said. She has also 
begun to coach and mentor younger singers 
looking to pursue a professional performing 

If you would like to share your 
story with the neighborhood, 
reach out to Sara Redd at 
LifeinBroadmoor@gmail.com.

career, both on-site in New York and 
through email or Skype sessions.

"Don’t be afraid to define what suc-
cess is to you," she urged aspiring 
performers. "Performing has so many 
different possibilities—there’s more 
than just Broadway! Be open to where 
your talent takes you, and learn to 
listen to your heart.” 

Emily’s upcoming performances, 
as well as video of her work on the 
cruise ship and in cabaret, are avail-
able on her website, www.emilyellet.
com. There, you can also sign up for 
her newsletter or contact her directly 
for questions or booking inquiries.

country club news
November

AT THE COUNTRY CLUB OF COLORADO
As we enter the month of November our thoughts shift to Thanks-
giving celebrations with family and friends. Preparing for the 
feast of homemade traditional meals and desserts. We also begin 
changing our fitness routines to include more indoor activities. The 
dryer, cooler air has us thinking about skin wellness and spa treat-
ments including foot soaks and body scrubs. Cooler temperatures 
do not keep us inside in Southern Colorado. We enjoy outdoor 
activities, including golf on beautiful sunny days. Come enjoy your 
seasonal transition and Holiday at The Country Club of Colorado.

Open year-round, the renovated Fitness Center offers members 
a multi-tier main workout room featuring state of the art Life 
Fitness cardio equipment and free weights; treadmills, elliptical, 
stair machines, recumbent and upright bikes and instructor-led 
Yoga, Zumba, Pilates, Spin and CCX circuit classes. The Alluvia 
Spa is a where members can renew, unwind, and escape with 
body soaks, facials, face and body treatments, enrichments, and 
nail services. The Tennis Center, with sixteen courts, includes 
five indoor hard courts, nine outdoor hard courts, two outdoor 
Har-Tru clay courts; where members enjoy social, competitive 
and USTA-sponsored senior and junior level programs, clinics as 
well as, individual and group lessons. 

Sunny November skies and an immaculately groomed Pete Dye 
designed 18-hole championship course, make golfers happy at 
The Country Club of Colorado. Members enjoy playing Golf 
throughout the Fall enjoying Colorado’s 300+ days of sunshine.

Complimentary on-site childcare is provided for members at the 
Kid's Korner during their workouts. Our Men's and women's 
locker rooms featuring showers, steam rooms and hot tubs add 
the finishing touch to your fitness routine.

November means celebrations and social events including the 
infamous Gobble N’ Wobble Run, Book Club, Casino Nights and 
more. During Thanksgiving week, kids can enjoy Kids Camp al-
lowing members to prepare for Holiday festivities. 

Join us and be part of a community that enjoys staying active, 
having fun, eating well and making memories with friends and 
family.  Contact the Membership Office, at (719) 538-4080, or 
jwoehle@cheyennemountain.com for a personalized tour.


