
Which shall it be?  The color of your skin or the content of your character?  Which do 

you wish to be judged by?  Which do you judge by?  Which can you control?   

 

I offer some sample self-declaratory voices to reflect upon, as follows: 

 

"I'm Black.  Melaninism prevents me from developing character." 

 

"I lack a Y chromosome.  Being female prevents me from developing character." 

 

"I'm short; people look right over my head.  I can't rise up and develop character." 

 

"I'm wounded.  My wound will never heal and without healing I can't develop 

character." 

 

Bigotry and bias grow forth from these confessions, and many of their companions.  

 

For instance, 

 

"Others' bigotry and bias - never my own - prevent me from developing character, 

graduating High School, learning a trade or acquiring a skill, laying off the pipe and out 

of the bottle, getting a job and showing up for it, wedding heterosexually, along with my 

spouse bearing children alive and loving, nurturing and succoring them until 

emancipation, and acquiring self-respect." 

 

"I, Tamika, can't be, do, reach, nor acquire because of the lack of character and self-

respect of Thomas.  Why should I dedicate a hopeless ounce of effort to develop my 

own?" 

 

"Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream is dead; the system is hopelessly biased and stacked 

deliberately against me, and I am not one to ever kick against the pricks." (NOTE:  some 

English versions of God's Word translate the Greek word κέντρα as 'goad', and not 

'pricks'). ##  I like them both. 

 

https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/26.htm 

 

How many individual Homo sapiens do you know endowed with the perfect amount of 

melanin, flawless pulchritude, the perfect height, the perfect weight, the perfect 

complexion, the perfect personality, the perfect career, a genius IQ, an emotional giant's 

EQ, patience and kindness galore which is love, enough earned letters after their names 

to complete the alphabet, household name recognition, the respect and admiration of 

virtually everyone, a Goldilocks bank account, and a personal Resume uncheckered by a 

single failure or defeat?  Name them, please. 

https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/26.htm


 

Do Barack Hussein Obama, Lebron James, Jeff Bezos, Mark Zuckerburg, Jack Dorsey, 

Avuncular Joe Biden, cackling Kamala Harris, Fancy Nancy Pelosi, Chucky Schumer, 

Mad Maxine Waters, Tom Cruise, Brad Pit, Jay-Z, Farrakhan, Idris Elba, Megan Markle, 

Oprah, AOC, Ilhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib, Ayanna Pressley, Cori Bush, and your spouse 

or significant other check off all the boxes?  Most of them?  How about yourself? 

 

How many people do you know on top of a mountain who never climbed a mountain? 

 

How many people can you identify living copacetically on the other side of the river 

who never traversed a raging river? 

 

Who ever did anything great for humankind who didn't sweat drops of blood if not spill 

their own? 

 

We live in an age of victimhood engineered by Y chromosome-possessing descendants 

of the Caucasus, Russia, Europe, and Scandinavia.  This cohort possessed of little 

melanin representing only about 30% of the U.S. population made victims of the other 

70%!  Right?  Isn't this what you if you're not a Caucasian male, and democrats 

generally, are saying?  Burgeoning proponents and adherents of anti-Dr. MLK Jr. 

Critical Race Theory say so!  They can't be wrong, can they?  Henceforth, we must 

judge folk by the color of their skin and not the content of their character - and the more 

melanin the better the judgment, the less the worse.  

 

But Critical Race Theory-infused victims can only be made so and kept so if they utterly 

reject Truth.  For what is character? 

 

Maria Popova, born in communist Bulgaria (note that), an American-based writer of 

literary and arts commentary and cultural criticism, writes, 

 

“'Character — the willingness to accept responsibility for one’s own life — is the source 

from which self-respect springs,' Joan Didion wrote in her timeless essay on self-respect. 

And yet this willingness does not come naturally to the human animal. We glance left 

and right, we peer above and below, placing the responsibility for our suffering 

everywhere but at the center of our own being. We treat the unhandsome consequences 

of our actions as something that happens to us, at us, by some wretched external 

causality. In the process, the tick of our self-righteousness grows fatter and fatter on 

bloodthirsty blame." ^^ 

 

Well then. 

 

Character and self-respect are inextricably linked. 



 

Joan Didion, writing elsewhere about self-respect, stated, 

"The dismal fact is that self-respect has nothing to do with the approval of others — who 

are, after all, deceived easily enough; has nothing to do with reputation, which, as Rhett 

Butler told Scarlett O’Hara (whose movie has now been cancelled by the Woke), is 

something people with courage can do without. 

"To do without self-respect, on the other hand, is to be an unwilling audience of one to 

an interminable documentary that deals with one’s failings, both real and imagined, with 

fresh footage spliced in for every screening. There’s the glass you broke in anger, there’s 

the hurt on X’s face; watch now, this next scene, the night Y came back from Houston, 

see how you muff this one. To live without self-respect is to lie awake some night, 

beyond the reach of warm milk, the Phenobarbital, and the sleeping hand on the 

coverlet, counting up the sins of commissions and omission, the trusts betrayed, the 

promises subtly broken, the gifts irrevocably wasted through sloth or cowardice, or 

carelessness. However long we postpone it, we eventually lie down alone in that 

notoriously uncomfortable bed, the one we make ourselves. Whether or not we sleep in 

it depends, of course, on whether or not we respect ourselves." ** 

 

As much as I applaud Didion for penning this piece which pierces to the heart, maraudes 

the mind, and challenges every victim with no one to blame but others to rethink their 

victimhood, I do rue the fact she was at the vanguard of morphing authentic journalism 

into the New Journalism which seeks to communicate facts through narrative 

storytelling and literary techniques. This style is also described as creative nonfiction, 

intimate journalism, or literary nonfiction. About 95% of 21st century journalists shilling 

for the Marxist democrat party engage in this type of goobledygook which could care 

less about the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help them God, and 

only invents and reports news that is largely unfit to print and which, ironically, attempts 

to aid and abet the up to 70% of the population which wishes to be primarily identified 

as helpless victims, bereft of character and self-respect! && 

 

Review the list of names above beginning with Barack Hussein Obama and concluding 

with yourself.  Is everyone not a Caucasian male named in that list bereft of character 

and self-respect?  I'll entertain your arguments. 

 

A Modest Challenge 



 

If you're one of the millions of Black, Brown, Red and Yellow men and women living in 

the USA who, without checking all the aforementioned perfection boxes, currently 

enjoys at least a lower middle class standard of living because you engage in a satisfying 

career or are employed doing a difficult job you work hard at, enjoy adequate shelter 

from the elements, have access to sufficient food, clothing, accoutrements, 

transportation, and healthcare - whether Obamacare, Medicaid, or Medicare, are in 

relationship with at least one or two friends and/or family members you can call upon if 

in need, exercise your Creator endowed unalienable rights together with your rights 

enumerated in the Bill of Rights, smile at least once or twice per day, occasionally laugh, 

and are not in literal chains nor behind steel bars for a crime you didn't commit, describe 

in great detail your victimhood.  I'll listen.   

 

But keep in mind I spent 5 years living in Muslim majority Bangladesh as a Christian 

expatriate volunteer residing in a concrete-walled, tin shed roofed, 2-room dwelling with 

an outhouse and a plethora of mosquitoes who easily ventured indoors, not to mention 

ingested chloroquine to ward off Malaria, contracted Typhoid fever to the point of 

delirium, and suffered several times from Giardia and Shigella!  But do have it. 

 

Question For Thought 

 

Did my life choices: what I chose to do and what I refrained from doing, help build 

character and teach me self-respect?  Was I made a victim because I was badly bullied 

and beat up as a kid leaving me partially deaf in my left ear with continuous tinnitus?  

Because I remain well under 6 feet tall to this day?  Did rich-in-melanin Muslim 

majority Bangladeshis victimize me because I could not initially speak their language, 

nor properly eat rice and curry with only my right hand, defecate without toilet paper 

using only my left hand and a bodhna, navigate Bangladesh's socio-religio-politico-

juridical-economic quirks and pitfalls, and bathe without a shower?   

 

Would you prefer I see myself as a victim devoid of self-respect?  And would you feel 

better about yourself if I did, or guilt and shame for something you had no hand in? 

 

Keep all this in mind the next time you meet up with a victim in Joe Biden's Marxist 

Critical Race Theory America! 

 



This concludes this disquisition.  Now, go look in your mirror.  Do you see a victim 

bereft of character and self-respect staring back at you? 

 

Now may God reach deep within your soul while cradling your mind and reveal to you 

your biases and bigotries which may give others and yourself an excuse to declare 

yourself victims helpless to develop character and build self-respect.  Amen. 

 

Ciao. 

##  https://www.gotquestions.org/kick-against-the-pricks.html 

 

 

 
 

What does it mean to kick against the pricks? | GotQuestions.org 

“It is hard for you to kick against the pricks” was a Greek proverb, but it 

was also familiar to the Jews and anyone who made a living in agriculture. 

www.gotquestions.org 

 

 

^^  https://getpocket.com/explore/item/hermann-hesse-on-hope-the-difficult-art-of-taking-responsibility-and-the-

wisdom-of-the-inner-voice?utm_source=pocket-newtab  

 

**  https://www.brainpickings.org/2012/05/21/joan-didion-on-self-respect/ 

 

&&  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Didion#Writing_style 
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