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Video: Mrs. T takes Liberty Caucus to task for siding with pimps

“I thank you my colleagues for wanting to make the changes I understand now what
your position is...I love you and I hope a situation like this doesn’t happen again"

The Texas House of Representatives was reminded today to never mess with Rep. Senfronia
Thompson, the senior Houston Democrat, when she gave a speech calling out a handful of members

for knocking one of her bills off the Local and Consent Calendar.

House Bill 2629 would educate cosmetologists on signs of human trafficking during continuing

education training and on signs posted in businesses employing licensed cosmetologists.

But six House freedom fighters, who earlier voiced concern about a bill requiring school districts

notify parents of lice outbreaks, saw it as a threat.

Delivering on their ongoing promise of killing bills “infringing upon liberty, “Reps. Kyle
Biedermann, Matt Rinaldi, Jonathan Stickland, Tony Tinderholt, Matt Shaheen and Matt
Schaefer knocked the bill off the calendar.

After meeting behind the House chamber, an outraged Thompson emerged from the back room to

give a personal privilege speech.

“I have been privileged to…be a member this body for a very long time. And I'm grateful to the

people that I represent and who [has] confidence in me to give me the privilege to serve with some of

the greatest people on earth. That includes you, Sticky. Tinderholt, that includes you. And you,

Rinaldi and Schaefer. Mr. Biederman I haven't had a chance to work with you long enough but I do

think that you are an addition to the body,” Thompson said.

She was not angry simply because a piece of legislation was pulled. In fact, she has withdrawn her

own bills before, she added. But the bill helps survivors of trafficking, “who are people just like you.

I care about you. I care about those who are defenseless voiceless and cannot help themselves.”

The bill is like many other bills passed relating to human trafficking awareness.

In fact, many professions in the state require similar training, everyone from truckers to nurses.

“Every woman in here who goes to the beauty shop talks to their beautician. You talk about things

that are personable; they're the best psychologists I know,” Thompson said.



“Maybe that person who is a victim can call an 800 number that would be in that beauty shop. Or
after the victim leaves, they can call and say ‘this person was in it not beauty shop and they left in
certain such a car and this person brings her every week or every two weeks of my beauty shop’. I'm
going to tell you something: I cursed out several members on that list. I used some bad words. I
apologize for the bad words if any of y'all heard them. I don't apologize to them but they did come
and say that they were [concerned] over cost. They said that it was a mandate,” Thompson said, “but
they are some things that you ought to mandate. Mr. Shaheen, nobody should ever want to help a
pimp traffic a kid or a woman in this state.”

Thompson closed saying she is a Christian.

Her faith, like her colleagues’ faith, requires her to act for the voiceless, she said.

“I'm here on a mission to do the will of God. It does not mean protecting the pimp. It means that I'm
going to protect and do everything possible for the victim and the voiceless and those who need
help.”

“I thank you my colleagues for wanting to make the changes I understand now what your position is
but you didn't talk to me before. You know I love you and I hope a situation like this doesn’t happen
again,” Thompson said.

The bill was sent to Local and Consent Calendars for reconsideration. Thompson is the committee’s
chair.
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