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Religious Right leader, former Judge Paul Pressler vows to fight
allegations he raped teen for years

Jared Woodfill, First Baptist Houston and the Southwestern Baptist Theological

Seminary also named as defendants; Woodfill says it’s an attempt to “extort money

from the Southern Baptist Convention.”

A lawsuit filed in Harris County and obtained by Quorum Report alleges former state representative
and justice on the 14th Court of Appeals Paul Pressler molested a man named Gareld Duane
Rollins for decades beginning in 1979, when Rollins was 14, through the year 2014.

Pressler, through his attorney, vehemently denies the accusations and said he will fight the suit
seeking $1 million in damages.

The suit names Pressler and his wife Nancy, his law partner Jared Woodfill, the First Baptist

Church of Houston and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and its president, the Rev.
Paige Patterson of Fort Worth.

The suit alleges Rollins and Pressler’s relationship began when Rollins was in high school and
attended First Baptist Church, where Pressler held various volunteer leadership roles.

Pressler “lured him away from his mother as ‘special student,’ worthy of attention,” the suit claims.
Over time, Pressler enrolled Rollins in Bible study at the church and molested him repeatedly,
Rollins’ attorney said.

“It's simply Mr. Rollins making up things to extort money from the Southern Baptist Convention.
There's no credibility...he's taking a shotgun approach,” said Woodfill, who is representing Pressler in
the case. “We're not paying a dime. We'll fight it tooth and nail,” Woodfill said.

There was no immediate comment from the seminary.

The suit alleges that the molestations and rape happened “always in his master bedroom study to
which he retired with [Rollins], door closed, with his wife Nancy usually on the premises. Pressler
told [Rollins] that he was oppressed, under attack, lonely, underappreciated, and that they have
freedom in this behavior not given to others.”  The suit says “Pressler told [Rollins] he was ‘special,’
and with respect to the anal rape, ‘our secret, our freedom, no one but God would understand.’”



The suit says Pressler assured Rollins that he could stop at any time. But Rollins thought God had

sanctioned the rapes, the suit says, and it happened two to three times a month through his college

years.

Rollins blames Pressler for his own abuse of substances and recklessness, including theft, forgery,

drunk driving and possession of controlled substances. He continued to see Pressler during home

visits, his attorney wrote.

When Rollins was eligible for parole, Pressler vouched for Rollins in a letter to the state board of

pardons and parole. He was denied. Rollins successfully received parole, however, the second time he

applied for it, again with a strong recommendation from Judge Pressler. After a stint in rehab, Pressler

hired Rollins to work as his personal assistant in his home office on the Woodfill & Pressler payroll.

At that time, Pressler and Rev. Patterson of Fort Worth were planning the “Conservative Resurgence”

in the Southern Baptist Convention, which would purge many of the perceived moderates in the

church.

Rollins regularly saw Patterson and Pressler. At one point, the three travelled abroad together, the suit

says.

Following the trip, Rollins was arrested for driving while intoxicated in Houston, leading to a string

of felonies and ultimately back to prison. He was finally released in November of 2015 after telling a

psychologist about being molested.

Rollins sought professional help and a lawyer, Daniel Shea of Houston.

A psychiatric evaluation of Rollins provided in the filing revealed he suffered from undiagnosed

Posttraumatic Stress Disorder as a result of being molested.

The petition also questions the dogmas and beliefs of Pressler, Rev. Patterson and others with the goal

of discrediting the theology of the resurgence, which advocates a literal interpretation of Scripture

within the SBC, as a smokescreen for “one of the most pernicious philosophical and theological

dogmas afoot in this country. It is known as ‘Calvinism’,” the case reads.

The lawsuit is here.

Letters from Judge Pressler vouching for the plaintiff are here and here.

The psychiatric evaluation of the plaintiff can be downloaded here.
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