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With quick action, Rep. Clardy beats back censure attempt at

Cherokee County Party GOP

Sparks flew but then simmered down after Clardy showed up with Sen. Nichols and
pointed out one bill he was criticized for was carried by Rep. Rodney Anderson and
Sen. Kolkhorst

With Speaker of the Texas House Joe Straus and State Affairs Chairman Byron Cook, R-Corsicana,

retiring, some Republican grassroots activists are looking for fresh targets as part of their quest to

purify the Legislature.

But the leadership of the Cherokee County Republican Party found that task is tougher than usual as

a resolution to censure Rep. Travis Clardy, R-Nacogdoches, failed for a second time at a party

meeting earlier this week.

County party leaders have used the censure motion before, known as Rule 44 under the Republican

Party of Texas. The motion allows a party executive committee or senatorial district to censure any

Republican elected official for failing to adhere to party principles.

Some county parties previously attempted this with Straus and Cook. Chairman Tim Dunn’s

Empower Texans celebrated as county parties across the state this year voted to either censure or

request Straus’ replacement in the House over the past year.

Just today, activists have filed a resolution to censure Rep. Sarah Davis, R-West University Place, at

the Harris County Republican Party’s Nov. 13th meeting. Davis’ primary opponent is Susanna
Dokupil, who has served as the Harris County Republican Party Vice Chair.

The violation of party principles, according to the resolution, include voting for a bill by Rep.

Rodney Anderson, R-Grand Prairie, covering cochlear implants and hearing aids for those who are

18 years and younger. Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, carried the bill in the Texas Senate. 

According to the censure, the law, which had broad bipartisan support and was signed by Gov. Greg
Abbott, violates the party principle of opposing government intervention in the free market.

A copy of the proposed censure resolution is here and Clardy’s full response is here.

The resolution also noted Clardy’s support for HB 550 by Rep. Ryan Guillen, D-Rio Grande City,

and Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock.



That will would have required canoes, sailboats and other water vessels to have a whistle. The bill
closed a gap between state and federal law that would have cost the state millions in federal grants for
boat safety. The bill died in the House amid much theater. Activists and Freedom Caucus members
like Rep. Matt Rinaldi, R-Irving, also alleged that the whistle proposal violated the free market.

Other violations of party principles include voting for an amendment prohibiting taxpayer dollars for
school vouchers and adding NASCAR as an entity to the entities eligible for dollars from the Major
Events Reimbursement Program.

It was the second time the censure motion was pushed back. But the move was not made without
considerable debate, of which video is available on Facebook and YouTube.

One attendee, identified only as John, said the censure was the work “a lynch mob; it’s crazy.”

Another attendee asked of the censure, “Where is it gonna stop?”

The meeting was stacked against him, Clardy said, adding that he got a copy of the censure motion on
the Friday before the Tuesday meeting. By then Cherokee County Party Chairwoman Tammy Blair
told Empower Texans and the Raging Elephants Radio websites that Clardy planned to sue the
county party to stop the censure. That’s not true, Clardy said. But he said he would hold the precinct
chairs and others accountable during election season.

“They are in elected positions too,” Clardy noted.

“They’re picking reasons to censure here. It’s not about party principles,” Clardy said, pointing to
internal inconsistencies in what censure supporters called “party principles.”

Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, and whose district overlaps with Clardy’s, told the executive
committee meeting that violating the party principles means allowing, for example, taxpayer funding
for abortions or running with Democrats to Oklahoma. Sharon Graves, the SD3 appointee to the
party’s resolutions committee, agreed with Nichols’ assessment.

“I resent them using the mechanisms of the party against me and for their own gain,” Clardy said.

But he also thinks Republicans bear the brunt of the responsibility here, too.

“I feel somewhat responsible that we’re in this box,” Clardy said. “We’ve put in some crazies but
turned a blind eye. We have to reclaim the party or turn to an abyss. Otherwise Texas will go blue,”
Clardy said.
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