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Beth El Binah’s Don 
Croll has tune, humor 
on tip of tongue

Special to the TJP

Don Croll has undergone many 
transformations during his life. He 
was raised in Buffalo, New York, 
and has lived in Los Angeles. He 
has performed on Broadway, been 
out of work, retired and started his 
career again. He has been married 
to a woman. He currently is married 
to a man.

But wherever Croll went, 
whether he was reading the Torah 
for a bar mitzvah in Nyack, New 
York or leading an Albuquerque, 
New Mexico synagogue in prayer, 
the current cantor of Beth El Binah 
always had his singing voice.

Croll was raised in a Conservative-
leaning Orthodox or “Conservadox” 
home, to parents actively involved 
in their community, who also knew 
how to sing and make people laugh. 
Entertainment was an essential part 
of his life.

“Jewish music was in my DNA, I 
guess. I always joked when I would 
pass out Hanukkah song sheets, 
I’d joke I’d turned into my mother. 
When my 14 other cousins and I 
would gather for Hanukkah, she 
would pass out the sheets. There I 
was, doing the exact same thing,” 
Croll said.

Humor is in his DNA too.
“My dad was asked to be master 

of ceremonies at different events. He 
loved to tell jokes. Humor makes life 
bearable,” Croll said.

Pursuing a career in musical 
theater was an extension of those 
two embedded. He was involved 
in theater in high school and 
ultimately studied at Ithaca College 
in Ithaca, New York. He graduated 
with an undergraduate degree in 
theater in 1969. Like a lot of other 
young performers with hopes 
of performing in musicals on 
Broadway in New York City, he had 
to audition for a myriad of roles 
discovered in industry newspapers.

He landed one gig as a dancer 
not just because he was talented but 
with sage advice from a professor.

“My dance professor told me, 
‘Remember, forget if you don’t 
remember the steps, look up and 
smile,’” Croll said. “I got the job as 
a dancer in 1971.”

And he did get more jobs, 
performing on Broadway in 
productions of Man of La Mancha 
and Fiddler on the Roof before 

getting cast in touring shows like 
Big River. 

He was talented but relying on 
gigs alone was not a stable source 
of income. Some of his peers would 
wait tables at restaurants or bartend.

“I was an actor and not a great 
mathematician, ‘so I couldn’t be a 
waiter.’ There was not a cash register 
where it would do for it you. You had 
to do it in your head. So I thought, 
‘No,’” Croll said.

After being unemployed for eight 
months, he enrolled at the Debbie 
Friedman School of Sacred Music 
at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in 1973. 

“I thank God that decision was 
made. I see friends who have the 
tension of where the next job comes 
from,” Croll said. 

In his last three years studying 
liturgical interpretation, Croll 
worked as a cantor in Nyack in 
upstate New York. In 1986, after 10 
years in Nyack, Croll moved to Los 
Angeles. Rumors swirled among 
members that he was leaving to be 

with his partner.
The rumors were not exactly 

false. Croll was moving across the 
country, where he would eventually 
come out as gay. But he was not 
moving to be with anyone in 
particular.

“When people asked if it was 
true, I would say, ‘It’s absolutely 
true. I don’t know who he is yet but 
it’s absolutely true,” Croll said.

He eventually met that partner, 

FREEMAN 
Mark Stoller, Fleet/Leasing Manager

�����������������TZ[VSSLY'[V`V[H[PTL�JVT
204 Northeast Loop 820, Hurst, TX, 76053

^^ �̂MYLLTHU[V`V[H�JVT

Let me make your next Toyota 
experience the easiest!!     

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON NEW AND 
PREOWNED FOR FRIENDS OR FAMILIES 

AFFECTED BY HURRICANE HARVEY!   
FREE DELIVERY TO HOUSTON. 

Special pricing, and interest rates available!    

SPECIAL FLEET PRICING IS AVAILABLE

Congregation Beth Torah and Rabbi 
Elana Zelony wish you a wonderful 

5778 and invite you to join us 
throughout the year. 

720 W. Lookout Drive, Richardson, TX  75080 
www.congregationbethtorah.org 

From Congregation Beth Torah 
And Rabbi Rafi Cohen 

Your Jewish Home 
Your Extended Family 

A welcoming, nurturing community for 
families of all ages, at every stage of 

their Jewish journey. 

For information about High Holiday services 
and membership, call Lou Kaiser at 

972.234.1542 ext. 270 

720 W. Lookout Drive, Richardson
near the crossroads of Central Expressway 

and Bush Turnpike
972-234-1542

www.congregationbethtorah.org

Family Owned Since 1974

214-631-1010    www.kahnmechanical.com

TACL A370C

&200(5&,$/���,1'8675,$/���,167,787,21$/

Wishing you a Happy New Year!

From Broadway to Dallas, cantor always singing

see CROLL, p.30



30  |  Sept. 21, 2017

Jan Gartenberg, while leading Erev 
Shabbat services at the city’s lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender-
affirming congregation, Beth 
Chayim Chadashim, which 
translates to the House of New Life.

Gartenberg was a member 

of the synagogue, sitting in the 
congregation.

As Gartenberg tells it, he looked 
at his friend and said, “he sings too 
loud.”

But friends convinced 
Gartenberg to invite Croll to hang 
out with them. They went bowling, 
they went to rallies, and they got to 
know one another. Spending more 
time alone led to a fateful exchange 

on Nov. 9, 1986.
“At some point he asked, ‘Are we 

dating?’ and I said, ‘Yes,’” Croll said.
“We have been exclusive ever 

since. We consider ourselves lucky 
to be together. We laugh every 
night,” Croll said.

He does not sing as much 
anymore thanks to a surgery on one 
of his vocal cords. 

“It left me wounded,” Croll said. 
“It’s painful to me in part because 
of my voice. I can’t audition for 
musicals, which is my first love.”

The cantor emeritus at Temple 
Shalom retired in 2013 after 17 
years. 

But in November 2016, Beth El 
Binah did not care if he had strained 
vocal cords. The synagogue with an 
LGBT outreach needed a spiritual 
leader. They reached out to him. 

“They reviewed what my 
responsibilities would be and I said, 
‘I think I can do that,’” Croll said. 
He began in January of this year.

“They just extended my contract 
another year,” Croll noted in a droll 
voice. “So, that’s a good sign?”

WEDDING
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Davis or 
Sarah Kreditor and Ethan Davis

Sarah Kreditor wed Ethan 
Davis, Sunday, May 28, 2017, at 
Congregation Shearith Israel. 

Sarah is the daughter of Carol 
and Mark Kreditor of Dallas. She 
earned her undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in occupational 
therapy from Boston University. 
She works at the Learning 
Prep School in West Newton, 
Massachusetts.

Ethan is the son of Alison 
and Ken Davis from Needham, 
Massachusetts. He earned his 
undergraduate degree from 
Brandeis University and his law 
degree from Boston College Law 
School. He is an attorney at Jackson 
Lewis, PC, in Boston, where 
he specializes in employment 
practices.
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