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C
olombia Moda, 
presented by 
Inexmoda with 
the support of the 
Municipality of 
Medellin, brought 

together an amazing mix of high 
fashion, innovation, international 
trends, unique textiles, fresh 
designers and philanthropy. As one of 
VETTA’s international correspondents, 
I had the amazing opportunity 
to witness – from the front row, 
actually – some breathtaking runway 
shows and meet some of the most 
stylish characters in the southern 
hemisphere. This high-profile 
international event, celebrating its 25th 
anniversary, lived up its reputation as 
the largest platform in commercial 
trade within the Latin American 
Fashion scene. Also, it was the place 
to connect with a huge array of new 
products, and a perfect opportunity 
to expand brands to new markets. 
I got to see amazing brands from 
Argentina, India, Italy and, of course, 
Colombia, all united at Plaza Mayor in 
Medellin to exhibit an exciting variety 
of fabrics, colors and silhouettes 
(check out www.vettamagazine.com 
for more amazing pictures of the 
runway shows). 

This year there was a strong theme 
for the occasion: it was a festival of 

fresh faces and 
new talents! A 
group of twenty-
three designers 
were at the trade 
show in a special 
area called The 
Vogue Talents 
Corner, presented 
by Vogue Latino 
America and by 
the Municipality of Medellin. From 
that group, three of the designers 
showcased their collection on the 
runway: Andrea Landa - Fashion 
Workshop, Love Citizens and Natalia 
Londoño. Caracol TV also provided 
a new space on the runway called 
NonStop, to promote new designers. 
Each day, they sponsored one 
hour of exposure to new designers, 
such as Andres Pajón, Bastardo, 
Mariangelica Guerra y Purpuratta. 
Sponsored by Chocolyne, a group 
of thirteen talented young designers 
also got to showcase their talents 
(Alexandra Perez, Laura Osorio, 
Manuela Sanabria, Mariana Robledo, 
Alejandra Londono, Sara Donated, 
Sebastian Sanchez, Daniela Valencia, 
Nicolle Valery, Stephanía Mejia, 
Laura Martinez, Jose Julian Rojas, 
Miguel Angel León and Miguel 
Mesa, all under the guidance of their 
professor, Julianne Moon). Lastly, 
two sponsoring universities brought 

new talents to the stage. These novel 
designers really hit it out of the park!

Meanwhile, philanthropy played 
a huge part of this year’s event, 
integrating breast cancer awareness 
in a beautiful way. With the 
presentation of Modo Rosa, thirteen 
designers showcased their collections 
inspired by the cause. Socially 
conscious and in support of a new 
generation of designers, Colombia 
Moda proved to be an amazing 
platform for fashion. For me, the 
cherry on top was getting to see 
none other than Custo Barcelona! We 
spoke to him about his partnership 
with Haceb. Needless to say, 
Colombia Moda left us with a magical 
taste of talents that truly transcend 
limits of language, culture and age, 
pushing the boundaries of fashion. 
We can’t wait for the next edition! 
See you next year, Colombia! 

VETTA travels to

COLOMBIA
MODA
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L ucky me, I got to go (for the fifth time, yay!) to none 
other than Mercedes Benz Fashion SWIM in Miami. 
International buyers, exclusive clientele and prestigious 
member of the media reunited for its 10th anniversary, 

for a unique opportunity to learn about the work of talented 
international designers in the areas of swimwear, resort or lingerie 
collections. Awesome brands showcased their collections inside 
the Cabana Grande and Oasis tents at the Raleigh Hotel, as well 
as outside the premises. VETTA was front row at one of the most 
acclaimed shows each year, the Mara Hoffman runway, a display 
of captivating prints, fringed cover-ups and playful swimsuits. We 
caught up with the designer backstage, and she explained the 
inspiration behind her collection was a recent trip to Guatemala. 
She was also inspired by meditation and yoga. Meanwhile, Beach 
Bunny transported spectators to cyber space with their fun, sexy 
and high-energy display on the runway. One of the designers, 
Angela Chittenden, told VETTA at their private event on the Fontaine 
Bleau Hotel (sponsored by Voco Drink) that they were really inspired 
by forecasts about cyber trends, the entire Hologram effect, and 
how “fabrics are futuristic and modern with clean lines, but with 
interesting cut outs”. 

Travelling in the opposite direction in time, the fabulous Brazilian 
designer, AZ Araujo captured the spirit of the thriving 70’s era and 
its inherent revolution. He rocked the runway with jewel toned bikinis 
and monokinis. Another colorful display on the runway was that of 
Luli Fama and her vibrant collection. She made a smaller statement 
this year, concise not in the dimension of her show, but in the size 
of her garments. Her strappy, barely-there bikinis incorporated sexy 
crochet… and made me want to run to renew my gym membership! 
My last big highlight was designer Dolores Cortes, who brought 
a unique fusion of tribal and disco glam. She played with extra 
large gold accessories adorning each bikini and maillot. Her prints 
went from graphic to zebra patterns to floral prints. Her gold lamé 
jumpsuit transported us all to the Studio 54 days, begging the 
question: who says disco is dead? Long live Disco! 

P eru native Danittza 
Zimic, the creator of 
the unique clothing 
line Mittmi, has made 

her mark and become a rising 
star in international fashion. 
Sprouting in the Real Estate 
market, she traveled from Miami 
to Hawaii, to San Francisco 
and back to Florida. During 
that stage, she not only closed 
on properties, she also made 
a great impression on clients 
with her style and taste. “Real Estate gave 
me the lifestyle, it gave me the means to 
constantly go shopping. Until one day I 
didn’t feel satisfaction to keep on buying. 
I thought… ‘Why should I work so hard 
to buy clothes, when I can make them?’ I 
hired a dressmaker and for three full months 
I started designing. All my visions from 
childhood came alive in that moment and I 
could not stop”. That’s how Mittmi was born 
in 2007. She worked hard to build the line. 
“With only $1,200, 16 pieces of fabrics and 
one style, I made more than 200 dresses in 
my hometown of Lima and brought them 
in a suitcase. In the blink of an eye, these 
garments were sold among my friends.” Through the years Mittmi 
has positioned itself well in the female market with its stylish, sexy, 
feminine, vibrant colors, with selected fabrics and prints chosen from 
different parts of the world. “It’s a sophisticated line and a flexible 
brand,” states the designer. “My designs are for every body type. My 
motivation is to inspire, motivate, and empower every woman with 
my designs, to celebrate and highlight women around the globe, 
making them feel fabulous and confident.” 

Her businesses now includes over 200 boutiques around the 
world, including Greece, Australia, Canada, Lebanon, Puerto Rico, 
Jamaica, Ireland and the US. She also has clients in France, Spain, 
England and Mexico. She’s been featured on NBC, CNN, Caracol 
Radio, StartUp Fashion Las Vegas, The Miami Herald, Miami.com, 
Prestige Magazine, Today Black Woman Magazine and many more. 
Some of her most notable clients include actress and singer Mya, 
the stars of reality show ‘The Real Housewives of New Jersey’, the 
first host of Univision’s Maria Elena Salinas and Rashel Diaz, among 
others. The upcoming years are very promising for Danittza Zimic, 
including a new clothing line, a line of sexy bikinis, plus a boutique 
opening in Puerto Rico, to further her mission of empowering and 
radiating the beauty of women ‘one dress at a time’. 

FROM LIMA
TO MIAMI…
TO THE WORLD

designer spotlight
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MERCEDES BENZ
FASHION WEEK SWIM,

MIAMI

Above: 
Ruffled dress by 
Faride Ramos.

Clockwise from top:
Pants by Fashion Designer 

Maria Angélica Guerra.

Sequined Dress by
Andrés Pajón.

Black and Bronze creatin 
by Andrea Landa, Fashion 

Workshop.

Designs by Luli Fama, Dolores Cortes and Mara Hoffman. Photography by Carl Maiorino.


