
What’s on Tap!

Christine Figueroa

     Most of us are run by the pings, dings 
and sounds that our smart phones make as 
we connect ourselves to the busy world 
around us.  We search for conversation.  
We search for dinner and entertainment.  
And we seek the ease of our phones to lead 
us like lighthouses in a storm.
  ‘Did you know there was an app for that’ 
has become such a common line these 
days.  So, I bet, if you really tried to find 
one, there would be an app for almost 
anything. I recently discovered there are 
even apps for beers.  It is interesting to me 
that we would use apps so broadly.  
Therefore, I set out to ask what apps lead 
your life?
  In my search to find answers I spoke with 
Jefferson Graham from the USA Today.  
He did a recent piece entitled: 10 most 
essential, can’t live without apps.  He 
stated that there are over 3 million apps in 
the Apple and Google app stores.  3 
million apps seems to be almost too many, 
yet new ones continue to be developed 
everyday.  Waze, Duolingo and Uber were 
the top 3 on his list from the collaboration 
of user inputs.  If you have not heard of 
them well, a short low down is: Waze is a 
traffic routing app; Duolingo is a free app 
that teaches you other languages; and Uber
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is a ride hailing app.
  So, if you use the beer apps Elixir, 
Untappd, Tavour or any others and you’d 
like to go out afterwards - maybe you 
should make sure that you have the Uber 
app already on your phone.  (Please drink 
responsibly.) For, when I spoke to Mike 
Snider, yet another reporter for the USA 
Today, he informed me that Tavour is for 
the craft beer lovers in you.  You not only 
get to experience the refreshing new tastes 
of a refreshing concoction, but you also in 
turn support the smaller breweries whom 
have less visibility than the bigger guys.  
You support not only smaller breweries 
local to you, but also others that you may 
never have even heard of.
  Further, Greg Avola who is chief 
technology for the Untappd app stated, “As 
the phone gets smarter and smarter, the 
possibilities for new apps and new 
exposure to these different areas just keeps 
growing” (Snider, 2016, para. 13).
  Finally, we here at the AUChronicle 
would like to know more.  Please give us 
your feedback.  I have included a short 
survey at the end of this article.  You can 
also find us online at auchronicle.com.  So, 
what’s on your tap?  Fill out our survey 
and we will keep you updated on the 
results.  You can also find us on Facebook 
or Twitter we are the AUChronicle.  

Short App Survey
 
1. What apps do you use most often?
*games *movies *tv *entertainment *food 
*healthcare *beer?
*other 
______________________________________
 
2.  How frequently do you use these apps?
*never *sometimes *often *couldn’t live without 
them
 
3. If your phone had more storage would you 
download more apps?
*I don’t know  *No, I already have too many that 
I don’t use
*Yes, even though I don’t use half of the ones I 
have
*Yes, I can never have too many apps.
 
4.  What is your biggest concern with the apps 
you have?
*too slow *uses too much memory   *I am so 
addicted I have a hard time ripping myself away 
from them   *I have no problems at all
* I am in total denial about my concerns because, 
where’s the harm in them
 
5.  Lastly, I am not a frequent app user.  However, 
in my research about apps I learned that there are 
apps for beers.  It sounds interesting; bringing you 
all of the latest local brewery specials, and 
informing you of the seasonal up-and-comings. 
So, would you use a beer app?
Thank you so much for taking the time to 
complete this survey. Please stay connected.  For 
even Ashford University has an app to help you 
along. Did you know there’s an app for that?
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Broken Freedoms

Christine Figueroa

     I recently spoke to Lecturer James 
Dawson in regards to verbiage within the 
United States Constitution.  For it is the 
document from which all of our lawful 
“experiments” find their footing.  Many 
terms within our Constitution can be 
interpreted in several ways depending on 
the context in which they are being 
questioned.  
     James Dawson lectured on the term 
“public danger” which appears in our Fifth 
Amendment.  Not only is this term 
important to the supposed idea of 
government transparency, but it is also 
important to all Americans in regards to 
our privacy. 
     Mr. Dawson had this information to 
share: “The phrase “public danger” is 
something of a Goldilocks term, capturing 
situations that worry society more than a 
fleeting threat, but less than a full-scale 
war.”   As the times change, the 
government of the U.S,. itself, has become 
a worry to society. For while the Secretary 
of Defense, Ashton B. Carter, preaches that 
the Bipartisan Congressional Trade 
Priorities and Accountability Act of 2015 
was created to illustrate more government 
transparency, we find that we are actually 
experiencing more privacy invasion.
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    For as a matter of fact, it is newly 
reported that the Pentagon has just 
admitted that it has been deploying 
military drones over the U.S. to spy on 
Americans for non-military purposes.  
Where is the public danger that justifies 
such blatant invasion of the American 
people? Why does the Secretary of 
Defense get to say that it is ok to spy on 
Americans for a decade before even 
quietly admitting to such activity?  The 
public perception of the competence of our 
government has long been questionable so 
much so that Congressional term limits had 
to be implemented.  
  Jeffrey A. Karp, a writer for Public 
Opinion Quarterly explained it to me this 
way: “A common theme in most 
commentary on term limits is that support 
for limiting terms at both the federal and 
state levels is a reflection of the public’s 
frustration with government, based in part 
on a deep dissatisfaction with congress and 
state legislatures or lack of confidence in 
government.”  Citizens lack confidence in 
government; so the government “lawfully” 
spies on them.
    There is no evidence of “public danger” 
that our Fifth Amendment would grant for 
such an invasion of drones.  Our founding 
fathers rejected other terms in regards to 

     Lastly, as our technologies advance, 
which our founding fathers knew that they 
would, as they advance, how flexible will 
the term “lawful” become? For the 
government has already stretched the term 
“public danger” to fit many obscure 
definitions. Furthermore, the previous 
governmental attempts to take the phrase 
“public danger” out of the Constitution had 
failed. So, now they deploy drones for fear 
of their inability to hold power.  
  Also additionally disturbing, a report 
quoted a military law review article stating 
that: “the appetite to use them (spy drones) 
in the domestic environment to collect 
airborne imagery continues to grow.” What 
has happened to our basic freedoms 
granted to us by our Constitution?  What 
non-military imagery is our Secretary of 
Defense authorizing recordings of?  Where 
do the injustices stop?  This appears to be 
the acts of a government against the 
people, not for the people. 
     References
Dawson, J. (2015). Public Danger. 
Cardozo Law Review vol. 36, issue 6, p. 
2183-2212. Retrieved from the EbscoHost 
database.
Karp, J. (1995). Explaining Public Support 
For Legislative Term Limits. Public 
Opinions Quarterly vol. 59, issue 3, p. 
373-391. Retrieved from the EbscoHost 
database.

The AU Chronicle

 Image retrieved from google images, also 
found at flickr.com

our safety knowing that the citizens would 
face dangers both foreign and domestic.  
  The spying of military drones is a domestic 
danger that holds no place within our 
American freedoms.  James Dawson also 
expressed the relevance of the term “public 
danger” like this: “The fact that the 
Constitution expressly contemplates “public 
danger” as a gray area between war and 
peace is itself an important and unexplored 
insight.”  So, are you aware of the 
unexplored insight that drones have been 
spying on Americans for over a decade?  Did 
you know that the Pentagon has only 
published a partial list of the drone missions?  
If the missions are lawful why is the 
published list only partial?


