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FINE DRAM AND CIGAR PAIRINGS FOR 

THE DISTINGUISHED GENTLEMEN

WHISKEY, SPICE, 
& EVERYTHING NICE

A GENTLEMAN’S GUIDE TO 

BY KARA STUDZINSKI

>>  >>  >>  >>  >>  >>

paghetti and meatballs. Yachts and bikinis. Bond and martini's. Few 
things in life are so obviously meant to be. With the help of cigar 

aficionados, James Duffy and Phil Ledbetter, we drank and smoked (sorry Mom) 
our way through some of the world’s finest whiskeys and cigars to bring you the 
ultimate gentleman's guide to the finer things in life. As it turns out, food isn’t the 
only way to a man’s heart. Going through the liver and lungs works well too. 

JOHNNIE WALKER & SONS ODYSSEY                  PADRON 45 YEAR
A Nicaraguan Puro with a bold and robust flavor, this pairing is ideal right from the 
initial light. The Padron 45 boasts a pronounced mix of peppery spice, and as the cigar is 
smoked, notes of toffee and wood sneak their way through with a slight touch of citrus. 
The Odyssey has tannins like a red wine, so it gives a dry mouth feel. The powerful notes 
of the cigar compliment the rich toffee and smoky flavors without overpowering the 
scotch. According to Duffy, “waiting the appropriate amount of time in between puffs is 
crucial in order to achieve the flavor profile that the cigar blender wants the consumer to 
experience”. In order to keep the cherry at the optimal temperature to experience the full 
flavor profile, take a few pulls on the cigar every 60 to 90 seconds.

MACALLAN 18         LIGA PRIVADA NO. 9 BELICOSO
A Nicaraguan cigar with a Connecticut Broadleaf Ligero wrapper, 
this pairing is full-strength and full-flavored. Strong cedar wood 
notes compliment the smokiness of the scotch. Once you are about 
two-thirds of the way through, a subtle hazelnut flavor kicks in and 
pairs well with the cinnamon and vanilla from the Macallan. Solidly 
full-bodied, this pairing has a ton of different notes that complement 
the range of flavor and complexity of the drink. Neither the cigar nor 
the dram will overpower or drown out one another.

ARDBEG DARK COVE               E.P. CARRILLO LA HISTORIA
What starts off with a peppery bite like many other Nicaraguan cigars, 
quickly mellows out almost immediately. A mocha flavor starts to develop 
which pairs beautifully with the woody, almost charcoal-like notes of the 
Ardbeg Dark Cove.

GLENFIDDICH 18              DIAMOND CROWN MAXIMU
A full-bodied pairing, the maximus has pronounced notes of roasted 
nuts, while the Glenfiddich 18 tastes of dried fruit and heavy oak, 
which work well with the sweet spice of the cigar. A match made in 
heaven. 

LAPHROAIG TRIPLE WOOD              SAN LOTANO HABANO
At first puff, a creamy, buttery flavor is quickly transformed into intense 
notes of roasted nuts and spice, while the Brazilian wrapper enhances the 
flavor and heavy notes of the Laphroaig Triple Wood peat.

THE BALVENIE 21               PERDOMO HABANO BARREL AGED SUNGROWN
Right off the bat this cigar has pronounced maple notes, which beautifully bring out the honey and 
fruit flavor of the Balvenie 21. The wrapper is aged in a bourbon barrel, giving off strong notes of peat, 
which subtly add to the spicy undertone of this pairing.
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YAMAZAKI SHERRY CASK
ROCKY PATEL SUNGROWN TORPEDO
Probably one of the most sought after pairings. 
Subtle hints of almond and macadamia nuts balance 
this medium-bodied cigar, while the creamy mocha 
flavor helps to enhance the chocolate notes of the 
sherry cask, that is, if you can get your hands on a 
bottle. Need we say more about this one?
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YAMAZAKI 18                  ARTURO FUENTE ANEJO SHARK
A robust pairing, the Anejo Shark is unique in that both the manufacturer 
and blender take the same filler from the ever popular OpusX and use 
it in this cigar, while the maduro wrapper is aged in cognac barrels 
to enhance flavor. The pepper notes and slight hint of cinnamon pair 
perfectly with the pronounced spiciness of the Yamazaki 18.
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