
Department of Marine ResourcesMr. Michael Braynen, DirectorOut Island Traders BuildingEast Bay StreetP.O. Box N-3028 Nassau, N.P., the Bahamas

July 11, 2015

RE:  Conservation Fund

Dear Mr. Braynen,
Much has been said regarding the ‘conservation fund’ cited in the draft legislation during the first public consultation.  I would like to share a few more thoughts for consideration regarding said fund.
The long term health of the Abaco bonefish fishery is dependent on a comprehensive conservation plan to protect the fish and their habitats, a strong management plan that regulates and enforces the fishery, and the involvement and support of the community. The Abaco guides, lodges, anglers, NGOs, researchers and citizens have already proven that they are invested in the long term health of the fishery, as shown by the many examples that follow:

        
ABACO FLY FLISHING GUIDES ASSOCIATION         &               THE PEOPLE OF ABACO’S CONSERVATION EFFORTS
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             A HISTORY – 9 YEARS OF CONSERVATION PROGRESS
Restoring Waterways
With Friends of the Environment in the lead, partnered with scientists, over 300 
students, several NGO’s and the Marsh Harbour Local Government two water ways 
have been opened.  We now have more than 100 acres of wetlands restored on Abaco.  

2006 Cross Harbour bridge road opened
2010 Broad Creek bridge road opened

Creating National Parks on Abaco – AFFGA & FRIENDS & OTHER NGO PARTNERS
2008 East Abaco Creeks National Park application process started by Friends
2009 Cross Harbour National Park application process started by AFFGA
2013 The Marls National Park application process started by AFFGA & BNT

It is essential that the government declare these parks as habitat protected areas.  After 
the National Parks are established they will be essential to maintaining our robust and 
healthy fishery.
Bonefish Research – AFFGA and Bonefish Tarpon Trust (BTT)

2009 AFFGA partnered with the BTT to tag bonefish and conduct research on 
Abaco

3000 bonefish tagged to date on Abaco
Home range of bonefish have been established – 76 recaptures to date
Travel corridors of bonefish to spawning site have been established
Spawning aggregation site has been established
Spawning area has been established

Current Ongoing Research AFFGA & BTT
Researching the spawning process for better understanding
Researching the juvenile life cycle and habitat
Genetic studies of bonefish

Mangrove Die Off in the Marls 
AFFGA independent guides reported mangrove die off to NGO’s & scientists
2012 – North Carolina State University, Dr. Craig Layman and Ryann Rossi and 
Friends                     of the Environment started investigating marls mangrove 
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die off looking for causation.
Research projects started and ongoing.  
AFFGA guides participating in transporting researchers to The Marls flats 
for sampling.    

2015 – Mangrove Citizen Scientist Project – June 1 to August 1
Obtaining mangrove data Island-wide to identify factors leading to die off

Flats Camp 
2013 – Summer Camp for high school students to learn about bonefish and their 
environment and the sport of bonefishing.
A joint effort with Cape Eleuthera Institute, Friends of the Environment, AFFGA, 
lodges and local high school students

Abaco Scientist Blog – Keeps the public up to date on scientific research on Abaco by 
various    universities
Abaco Science Alliance Conference – A bi-annual event hosted by Friends of the 
Environment  

During the conference all researchers working on Abaco are invited to share their studies with the local community.  This multi-day event, that includes lectures and field trips, is well attended by local schools. Bonefishing research is often presented as well as mangrove studies and other research relevant to preserving a healthy flats environment and overall fishery. 
The Frank Kenyon Center for Research, Education, and Conservation – Opened 
April 2015

An 8 bedroom research facility located in Marsh Harbour next to Friends of the Environment offices.  Built entirely by community donations, the solar powered, environmentally friendly center facilitates researchers on Abaco by providing lower cost housing, storage, basic lab facilities and logistical assistance. The Kenyon Center is also available for hosting high school and university programs, conducting field courses and is available to partner with scientists on long-term research projects.

All of this research and various projects have been done with limited funding.  The key to success of the conservation efforts on Abaco has been our partnerships and community involvement.
The following is a (partial) list of conservation and research partners utilized on Abaco that keep us moving forward and keep us invested in protecting 
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our environment.  – Friends of the Environment, BNT, TNC, BTT, AFFGA, CEI, North Carolina State, University of Florida, Florida Atlantic University, many other students from other universities, local school students, community members, second-home owners and visitors have all collaborated in successful conservation campaigns and research.  
This level of local investment in conservation is not evident anywhere else in the Bahamas. We strongly urge you to use Abaco as an example for implementing conservation and management for the rest of the Bahamas. 
Representatives from Abaco NGO’s and our scientific community would be delighted to be involved with the Department of Marine Resources to assist with the development of and/or the management of a Conservation Fund that would benefit all of our nations’ citizens and marine resources.
Thank you for your consideration,

Justin Sands
Justin Sands, President
Abaco Fly Fishing Guides Association
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