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That’s A Great Question: Is Christianity Anti-Women? 
January 12 & 13, 2019 – John Ortberg 

 
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions 
in the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up from last week: How did the message on “Is Christianity Rational?” affect 
you this week in your search for knowledge?  
 

Connect  
1. What was most memorable about this week’s message? 
2. Describe how you were raised to regard women and their place in 

society. How does upbringing and culture still influence your view of 
women? 

 

Engage  
1. Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-16   

• What is your first impression of what Paul is saying in this passage? 
• Whom does Paul assume is praying and/or prophesizing in the 

church at Corinth?  What are his instructions about this? 
• What is Paul communicating about men and women in verses 11-12? 

2. Read Genesis 1:27-28 and Genesis 3:16  
• Who is created in the image of God? 
• What is God’s original design for men and women?   
• What evokes the curse that is put upon women in Genesis 3:16? 

 

Apply  
1. How is the role of women relative to men a topic that is relevant to you 

personally?  
2. In light of what you learned from the message, what needs to be 

changed in your life – a relationship, a perspective, or an attitude - with 
respect to women? 

3. How will you respond this week in light of this study? 
 

Pray 
Dear Jesus, thank you for your continued wisdom and sensitivity to the role 
of women in our lives and ministry.  Show us how we should respond to this 
teaching and humble us in the areas that we need to change so that we can 
further your will.  Thank you for the women in our lives and help us each day 
as a man or woman to know that we have a higher purpose in you.  Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
Connect 
“At Menlo Church, we hold an egalitarian view of the Bible. We believe that 
men and women serve together on the basis of giftedness and not gender 
hierarchy, and that this best reflects God’s intent for human flourishing.”  
What are your thoughts on this? 
 
Engage 
Read Genesis 2:18; Psalm 33:20 

• Why did God create woman? 
• What connotations does the word “helper” often carry as seen in the 

Genesis 2 verse?   
• Who is the helper in the Psalm 33 verse? How does this impact the way 

we can understand Genesis 2:18?    
 
Learning Opportunity 

1. Read How I Changed My Mind About Women in Leadership: Compelling 
Stories from Prominent Evangelicals and consider which stories 
resonate with your own experience. 

2. Watch the movie On the Basis of Sex, the story of Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s role in bringing equal rights to women in 
the U.S.  Discuss with your group what insights you gained about 
women in our society.   

 
Serving Opportunity 
Learn more about our mission partners who work to restore the dignity and 
freedom of women around the world.  Go to Menlo.Church/serve.  Scroll 
down to find the “Featured” and “Mission Partners” tabs.   

 
Select Mission Partners and find a partner that you can serve/support. 
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