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Reconciled: Reconciled with the World 
December 15 & 16, 2018 – Nancy Ortberg 

 
 
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, so we are providing a summary study with additional discussion questions in 
the Going Deeper section. Please choose the questions that relate best to your particular group. 
 
Follow up: Last week we looked at reconciliation with other people we know – 
because we are already reconciled with God (2 Corinthians 5:18). What progress have 
you each made this week in being reconciled with others? 
 

Connect  
1. What do you think about most when you remember this weekend’s service? 
2. How is the incarnation of God’s Messiah a part of your Christmas shopping? 
 

Engage  
1. Read Luke 10:25-28. Jesus affirms the Hebrew law as written, but the expert is 

not satisfied. 
• Why does the expert want “neighbor” defined by Jesus? 

2. Read Luke 10:29-35.  Jesus illustrates “neighbor” with a story, in a Rabbinical 
style, where his listeners would expect a hero to “come, do, go.” 
• What excuses might passers-by have for not helping the man who was 

robbed? 
• The first two, a Priest and a Levite, come and go but do nothing except avoid. 

What seven things does the third person do? (A list of seven things would 
indicate completeness in to Jesus’ listeners.) 

• Why would Jesus’ choice of hero be shocking?  
3. Read Luke 10:36-37. Jesus asks the expert to choose the “hero.” 

• What definition of neighbor does the expert now understand? 
 

Apply  
1. How would you react if you were a passer-by on the Jericho road?  
2. Who do you consider to be your neighbor in the context of this story? 
3. What can you do, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to help reconcile your 

‘neighbor’ to God? 
 

Pray 
Heavenly Father, open our eyes to see our part of the world as you see it, to see 
how we might be your agents of reconciliation. Give us boldness to act in your 
power and make a difference for eternity. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
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Going Deeper  
 
Learning Opportunity 
There were several examples of in the weekend message about how ordinary 

people have helped neighbors to be reconciled with God. See below to learn 
more and consider how you can help.   

• City Team San Jose 
• Ravenswood Education Foundation  

Overview describing the academic gap 
• Pescadero school (San Mateo county) without safe water 

Learn more about Menlo Church’s partnerships by going to menlo.church/serve 
and selecting “Mission Partners” underneath the top banner. 
 
Serving Opportunity 
Interested in serving at one or more Christmas Services? Sign up 

at menlo.church/christmasserving.  
 
 
Christmas Services 2018  
Over 60% of Americans are open to being invited to church by a family member, friend, 

or neighbor. If you are not planning to volunteer at one of our worship services, 
make sure you extend an invitation and bring someone along! 

 
South City – Sunday, December 23 at 10:00am and 11:30am 
 
San Mateo – Sunday, December 23 at 8:30am, 10:00am, 11:30am, 3:30pm, and 5:00pm 
 
Menlo Park – Saturday, December 22 at 5:00pm 
Sunday, December 23 at 8:30am, 10:00am and 11:30am 
Monday, December 24 at 1:30pm, 3:00pm, 4:30pm, *6:00pm, *7:30pm, and *9:00pm 
 
Café in Menlo Park - Sunday, December 23 at 8:30am and 10:00am 
 
Mountain View – Sunday, December 23 at 8:30am, 10:00am, *11:30am, and 5:00pm 
 
Saratoga – Sunday, December 23 at 9:00am, 10:30am, and 5:00pm 
 
San Jose – Sunday, December 23 at 4:30pm and 6:00pm 

All services above are the same Christmas service.   

*No Menlo Kids Ministry (> 3 years old) offered at indicated services. All children will be 
welcome in each service and given an activity booklet. 
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