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Real Talk: Spiritual Conversations in Silicon Valley – The Why 
December 8 & 9, 2019 – Don Everts  
Note to Leaders: Every group is different, please choose the questions that relate best to your 
particular group. 

 
Watch this week’s Introduction Video at http://bit.ly/RealTalkWhy 

 

Connect  
A “spiritual conversation” is a conversation with anyone about their faith or lack of faith (e.g. 
discussing the sermon; instructing your kids; learning why your friend doesn’t believe in God).   

1. When was the last spiritual conversation you had, and what was it about? 
2. What do you consider to be the relationship between “evangelism” and “spiritual 

conversations”?  
 

Engage  
For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses 
all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  

And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?  
As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” -Romans 10:11-15 
 
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us. –2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with 
great patience and careful instruction. -2 Timothy 4:2 
 

• What is the process God has chosen to let people know about Jesus? 
• What does “preaching” look like for an ordinary Christ-follower? 
• What encouragement is there for Christians who feel like they are imperfect (i.e. jars of 

clay) preachers? 
• How often are Christians called to “preach”? 
• What are Christians called to “preach”? 

 

Apply  
1. How often in a given month do you talk with someone else (Christian or not) about your 

relationship with Jesus?  How do you feel about that frequency?   
2. When you have avoided, balked, or refused to engage in a spiritual conversation, what was 

your reason for refraining? 
3. What does being “sent” look like in your particular life?  (See Romans verses above.) 

 
<<Continued on next page>> 
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Pray 
Loving and gracious God, every day you extend to us the opportunity to engage with others in 
spiritual conversations.  We are humbled and grateful for the privilege of joining in your work.  
Teach us to be attuned to the nudges you may send our way and give us courage to respond 
when they come.  We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen.  
 

Going Deeper  
 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord.  Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” –John 20:19-21 
 

• This is the first time that Jesus appears to the full group of disciples after he was crucified 
on a cross.  Why does he begin with the words, “Peace be with you”? 

• What is the good news that Jesus shares with the disciples? 
• What is the opportunity that Jesus extends to them? 
• What do the good news and the opportunity that Jesus offered the disciples (and now 

offers to us) tell us about the importance of having spiritual conversations? 
 
Read the following quote from T.S. Eliot about spiritual need (“the desert”) from his poem 
Choruses from the Rock: 
 You neglect and belittle the desert 
 The desert is not remote in southern topics, 

The desert is not only around the corner, 
The desert is squeezed in the tube-train next to you, 
The desert is in the heart of your brother. 

• Where do you see the desert? 
• What do you sense God saying to you, if anything, through this poem excerpt? 
 

Learning Opportunity 
• Read The Reluctant Witness: Discovering the Delight of Spiritual Conversations by Don 

Everts  
• Learn from Barna Group’s research: www.barna.com/spiritualconversations 
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